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 Achievem
ent tests  

Speaking assessm
ent scales

Q
uick g

uid
e to

 m
arking

A
 m

ark of 5 m
eans that the learner’s sp

eaking is w
ell ab

ove S
tarter level.

A
 m

ark of 3 m
eans that the learner’s sp

eaking is average for S
tarter level.

A
 m

ark of 1 m
eans that the learner’s sp

eaking is not coherent enough to b
e p

rop
erly assessed

.

Task achievem
ent

R
ang

e
O

rg
anisatio

n
P

ro
nunciatio

n
A

ccuracy

D
id

 the learner com
p

lete the 
tasks in each section of the 
test?

D
id

 the learner use a w
id

e 
variety of vocab

ulary and
 

gram
m

ar structures?

D
id

 the learner exp
ress his/

her id
eas clearly and

 connect 
them

 together effectively?

D
id

 the learner p
rod

uce 
ind

ivid
ual sound

s clearly and
 

use ap
p

rop
riate stress and

 
intonation?

D
id

 the learner p
rod

uce 
gram

m
atically correct 

language?
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A
ll tasks com

p
leted

 
successfully and

 w
ithout 

d
ifficulty

A
 w

id
e variety of b

oth 
ap

p
rop

riate structures and
 

vocab
ulary used

 confid
ently

Learner ab
le to connect id

eas 
clearly and

 effectively, using 
b

asic linkers and
 d

evices 
ap

p
rop

riate to the level

C
lear p

ronunciation of 
sound

s and
 use of stress and

 
intonation to convey m

eaning, 
though L1 accent m

ay b
e 

d
iscernib

le

Very few
 errors in use of 

structures and
 vocab

ulary 
exp

ected
 at this level, 

p
erhap

s w
ith evid

ent ab
ility to 

self-correct
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M

ost tasks com
p

leted
 

w
ithout d

ifficulty
S

om
e elem

ents of 3 and
 

som
e of 5

S
om

e elem
ents of 3 and

 
som

e of 5
S

om
e elem

ents of 3 and
 

som
e of 5

S
om

e elem
ents of 3 and

 
som

e of 5
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Tasks com
p

leted
 w

ith 
occasional d

ifficulty
A

 variety of ap
p

rop
riate 

structures used
, w

ith 
som

e inap
p

rop
riate usage 

or d
ifficulty retrieving 

ap
p

rop
riate language

Learner usually ab
le to 

com
m

unicate and
 link id

eas 
clearly, though w

ith a lack of 
overall fluency

S
om

e d
ifficulty w

ith sound
s, 

stress and
 intonation, causing 

strain on the listener, though 
com

m
unication is rarely 

im
p

aired

E
rrors in use of structures and

 
vocab

ulary are freq
uent, b

ut 
rarely im

p
air com

m
unication
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Freq

uent d
ifficulties p

revented
 

task com
p

letion
S

om
e elem

ents of 1 and
 

som
e of 3

S
om

e elem
ents of 1 and

 
som

e of 3
S

om
e elem

ents of 1 and
 

som
e of 3

S
om

e elem
ents of 1 and

 
som

e of 3

1
Too little com

m
unication to 

assess
Too little com

m
unication to 

assess
Too little com

m
unication to 

assess
Too little com

m
unication to 

assess
Too little com

m
unication to 

assess


