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ANSWERS: ADVERTISING 

Companies Sponsoring Sports Events for Advertising 

Sports fans are more interested in the event than in the sponsors’ advertising messages. This is 
an argument against companies sponsoring sports events. 

Companies can showcase their products. This is an argument for companies sponsoring sports 
events. 

Children and Advertising 

1 Consumerism 

2 Obesity 

3 illusion 

4 differentiate 

5 pester 

6 ban 

1 d 

Advertising Encourages Spending 

1 glamour 

2 Fair trade 

3 artificial wants 

4 shop around; bargains 

5 impact 

6 rely on 

Types of Advertising 

• TV adverts

• radio adverts

• magazine or newspaper advertising
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• billboards & posters

• direct mail

• brochures, leaflets & flyers

• product placement in movies

• online advertising

ANSWERS: ANIMALS 

Protecting Wild Animals 
1 for (or to) 

2 from 

3 over 

4 on 

5 of 

 1 + 

 1 c 

Decrease in Some Animal Species 

1 d 2 b 3 c 4 a 

Zoos 

1 species 

2 wild

3 habitat

4 cruelty 

5 captivity

6 cages

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any
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Man’s Relationship with Animals 


In earlier times, horses, oxen and dogs were working animals. / Dogs can be trained to guide or 
rescue people and also to track down criminals. 

This pair does not constitute a contrast for at least two reasons. 
Firstly, horses, oxen and dogs are still working animals in many countries today. 
Secondly, guide dogs, search and rescue dogs and guard dogs are all examples of working 
animals. 



1 companions 

2 domesticated 

3 vegans 

4 track down

 1 b  

Censoring the Arts 
 1 c (for) 2 d (for) 3 a (against) 4 b (against) 

 Answers to the collocation exercise are contained in the extra ideas listed below for this
topic.

For Against 

• Some art fuels violence, incites hatred
and is morally harmful.

• Artists should work within certain
guidelines.

• Some art encourages rebellion against
the government.

• Artists need freedom of expression in
order to do their work.

• Artists should be free to express their
own ideas.

• Being innovators, artists should be free
to develop original ideas.

ANSWERS: ART
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Children Learning Art 
1 the 2 a 3 it 4 for 5 the 

Free Admission to Art Galleries and Museums 
1 learn 
2 encouraged 
3 restore 
4 respect 
5 compensate 

ANSWERS: BUILDINGS AND HOUSING 

Renting or Buying Houses 

1 mortgage 

2 tenant 

3 

4 

5 


1 

2 thrifty 

3 enrich 

4 homeless 

Planting Trees or Building Houses 

1 Without suitable housing, living conditions will deteriorate. 

(or Living conditions will deteriorate without suitable housing.) 
2 Trees produce oxygen, which counteracts air pollution. 
3 Parks provide areas for exercise and relaxation. 

(or Parks provide areas for relaxation and exercise.) 
4 Overpopulation leads to a lack of suitable housing. 


Planting Trees: Sentences 2 and 3. 
Building Houses: Sentences 1 and 4. 
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Building Houses in Urban or Rural Areas 
1 commute 
2 derelict 
3 widespread 
4 sanitation 
5 reduce 
6 open up 

Protecting Old Buildings 
1 - 2 + 3 - 4 + 5 + 6 + 7 - 8 - 9 + 10 - 

Open Plan Office Designs 

1 c 2 e 3 d 4 a 5 b 


For: Sentences 3 and 5. 

• It 

• There is less distinction between levels
of staff.

• People will feel part of a team.

• Staff have less privacy for their work
than in a closed office space.

ANSWERS: BUSINESS 

Closure of Small Businesses 

1 broad range 

2 inevitable 
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3 get involved 

4 render 

5 aware 

Problems with International Businesses for Local Communities 

The burden of high taxation makes it 
difficult for many small businesses to 
survive. 

 Global corporations should be granted
further tax cuts.

Taxing big businesses less will in no way lighten the burden of taxation for small businesses. 

Businesses Providing Sports Facilities for Employees 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Businesses should Support Local Communities 

1 thriving 

2 possible 

3 available 

4 responsible 

Marketing is Key to Success 

1 f (-) 2 e (+)   3 a (+)   4 c (+)   5 b (-)    6 d (-) 
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People Buying Things They Do Not Need 

1 b 2 e 3 d 4 c 5 a 

Business and Staff Uniforms 

1 a 

2 they 

3 and 

4 for 

5 the 

Business Success is Measured by Money 

1 (-) 

Non-family employees may find it difficult to integrate. This is an argument against the idea 
that family-run businesses are best. 

Family businesses are usually a lot less bureaucratic. This is an argument in favour of the idea 
that family-run businesses are best. 

ANSWERS: CHARACTER & PEOPLE 

Success: Is it Innate or Achieved? 

1 child prodigy 

2 head start 

3 undeniable 
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4 breeds 

5 inborn 

6 gifted 

Celebrities are Role Models and Should to Behave Well in Public 

1 b 2 e 3 d 4 c 5 a 

Leadership: Are Leadership Skills Innate or Learned? 

1 charismatic 

2 articulate 

3 oratory 

4 predisposed 

5 Assertiveness 

6 

1 d 

ANSWERS: CRIME & PUNISHMENT IDEAS 

Increase in Crime Rates 
1 d 2 a 3 e 4 b 5 c 

Long Term Prison Sentences 
1 + 2 - 3 + 4 + 5 +        6 -     7 -

Re-Offending After Release from Prison 

1 a prosecutor 

2 to sentence 
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3 to go on trial 

Internet Crime / Cybercrime 

1 harassment 

2 fraudulent 

3 hacking 

4 ransom 

5 laundering 

6 to monitor 

Advanced Technology to Solve & Prevent Crime 

1 access 

2 committed 

3 

4 

1 self-defence 

2 deterrent 

3 repeat offender 

4 loopholes 

5 defence attorney 

6 corruption 

Juvenile Crime 

1 exert 

2 lead 

3 Limit 

4 Encourage 

5 take up 
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Juveniles Receiving Adult Punishment 

Adult sentences are too severe for youngsters. This argument supports the idea that juveniles 
should not receive adult punishment. 

A crime is a crime regardless of age. This argument supports the idea that juveniles should 
receive adult punishment. 

The Death Penalty 

1 contemplating 

2 morally 

3 convicted 

4 equivalent 

5 re-socialise 

1 a 

2 

3 its 

4 they 

5 the 

Broadcasting Criminal Trials on TV 

have a right to: c) are entitled to 

on trial: e) being tried 

act as a deterrent to: g) discourage 

influence: b) affect 

promote: j) sell 

negatively: a) adversely 
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ANSWERS: ECONOMY AND MONEY 

Gap between Rich and Poor 

Improving road infrastructure would boost the economy. This is highly unlikely to solve the 
problem of countries which cannot cater for basic human needs such as sanitation, food, 
water, clothing and shelter. Besides, the focus of the sentence is on stimulating the economy, 
not on catering for basic needs. 

Rich Countries should Support Poor Countries 

affluent (+) 
developed (+) 
economically backward (-) 
high-income (+) 
industrially advanced (+) 

 

destitute (-) 
poverty-stricken (-) 
laborious (-) 
prosperous (+) 
opulent (+) 

Personal Debt 

1 to tempt 

2 to budget 

3 to overspend 

4 to entice (sb to do sth) 

5 to squander 

Using Credit Cards 

1 to have huge debts = to be faced with massive debts 

2 to run up debts = to incur debts 

3 to repay one’s debts = to clear one’s debts 

4 to get into debt = to fall into debt 
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5 to be deeply in debt = to be heavily in debt 

 

Saving Money is Good for a Country’s Economy 

1 the 

2 an 

3 of 

4 with 

5 they 

 

 

ANSWERS: EDUCATION  
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 administered 

 

Parents Should Push Children to Do Well 

1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (+) 6 (+) 7 (-) 8 (-) 9 (-) 10 (-) 11 (+) 12 (-)  

 

Art & Music is a Waste of Time at School 

1 outlet 

2 range 

3 forms 

4 skills 

5 study 

6 calculations 
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Streaming: Grouping Students by Ability into Different Classes 

1 It is very difficult to teach a mixed-ability class. 

2 Students in the bottom class end up believing they are not smart. 

 

Sentence 1 is for streaming, while Sentence 2 is against. 

 

Exams as a Means of Assessment 

1 d 2 c 3 e 4 b 5 a 

 

Wearing Uniforms 

1 conform 

2 encourage 

3 behave 

4 

 

 
extra-

Students benefit from activities that are not academic. This is an argument for extra-curricular 
activities. 

 

Studying Abroad 

1 c 2 a 3 d 4 b 

1 Against 2 Against 3 For  4 For 

More Ideas for this topic: 
For  Against 
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• It provides a chance to learn about 
another culture and way of life. 
 

• Learning a new language can be useful 
later in life. 
 

• Foreign education can offer students 
better work prospects in their own 
countries. 

 • Homesickness can lead to poor 
academic performance. 
 

• Some students refuse to return to their 
own country after their education. 
 

• Some students might not be able to re-
adapt back into their own culture. 

 

Home Schooling 

1 b 2 a 3 c 4 c 5 a 

 

Corporal Punishment in School 

1 deterrent 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 self-esteem 

 

Single-Sex Schools 

1 they 

2 the 

3 a 

4 for 

5 any 

 

A Good Teacher needs to be Intelligent 

Students prefer teachers who are passionate about their subject area. This argument does not 
support the idea that a good teacher needs to be intelligent. Rather, it supports the idea that 
it is more important for a teacher to be enthusiastic than to be intelligent. 
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More Boys than Girls Study Science 
1 outperform 

2 depicted 

3 tackle 

4 drawn to 

5 reinforcing 

6 ensure 

 

Traditional Classroom / Online Learning 

1 a sense of unity 

2 flexible 

3 instant feedback 

6 

 

1 b 2 a 3 a 4 b 5 a 6 b 7 b 8 a 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS: ENVIRONMENT  
 

Pollution 
A tax increase on budget airlines would lead to a reduction in the number of flights. This 
describes a possible solution. 

An increase in the number of cars and low-cost airlines has contributed to air pollution. This 
describes one of the causes of pollution. 
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Natural Beauty Spots 

1 boost 

2 protect 

3 prohibit 

4 imposed 

5 encroach 

Deforestation 

1 Junk mail 

2 Crop rotation 

3 Overgrazing 

4 Logging 

5

6 

7 curb

1 mandatory 

2 compost 

3 depleting 

4 adverse 

5 sustainable (energy) 

6 subsidised 

Who should Take Responsibility for Solving Environmental Issues? 

1 tackle 

2 are faced with 

3 solve 

4 alleviate 

5 ignore 
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6 anticipate 

7 deal with 

Solving Environmental Problems Globally or Domestically? 

1 c 2 a 3 d 4 b 

Declining Biodiversity: Decline in Plant and Animal Species 

1 the 

2 not 

3 a 

4 never 

5 as 
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ANSWERS: FAMILY 

Parents or Teachers Should Discipline Children 

1 obedience 

2 to lack discipline 

3 to reward sb 

4 well-behaved 

The Family is Smaller than Before 
1 f 2 a 3 d 4 e 5 b 6 c 

1 c 

1 

2 burden 

3 devoted 

4 revolve 

5 abnormal 

Divorce 

Children are unsure of who they might live with afterwards. This is an argument against 
divorce. 

Each parent can devote quality time to their children rather than quantity. This is an argument 
for divorce. 


1 d 2 e 3 b 4 c 5 a 
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Single Parent Families 
1 emotional distress 

2 (a) role model 

3 dysfunctional 

4 upbringing 

5 financial strain 

 

Children Spending More Time with Grandparents 
 

1 b 2 d 3 c 4 a 

1 For 2 Against 3 For 4 Against 

More Ideas for this topic: 

For  Against 

• 

 
• 

 
• 

values. 
 
 

• Grandparents might not have the 
energy to make the time with their 
grandchildren enjoyable. 
 

 

 

Both Parents Working 

1 and 

2 of 

3 a 

4 a 

5 it 
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Care of the Elderly: Families should be Responsible 
1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (+) 4 (+) 5 (+) 6 (-) 7 (-) 8 (+) 9 (-) 10 (-)      11 (+)    12 (-) 
 

Researching Family History 

1 b 2 a 3 c 4 c 5 b 6 a 7 b  

 

 

 

ANSWERS: FOOD  
 

GM Foods (GM = genetically modified, i.e. scientifically produced) 

Vocabulary Exercise: Find words and phrases in the sentences above that mean: 

1 harmful 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 to tamper (with something) 

7 to alleviate 

 

Factory Farming: Intensive Animal Farming 

1 a 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 b 6 b 7 a 8 b 9 a 10 a 

 

Fast Foods should be Banned 

The fast food industry has developed very healthy alternatives. This is an argument against 
banning fast foods. 

The nutritional value of fast food is quite low. This is an argument in favour of banning fast 
foods. 
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Packaged Food: Ready Meals & Prepared Foods 

1 b 2 d 3 e      4 a 5 c 

 

Future World Food Shortage 

1 drought      

2 commodities 

3 measures      

4 energy 

5 overgrazing 

 

Vegetarian Diet 

1 the 

2 a 

3 it 

4 been

5 have

 

Preservatives in Food 
  
1 adhere 

2 monitor 

3 trigger 

4 regulate 

5 decay 

  
1 + 2 + 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 + 7 - 8 - 9 + 10 + 
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ANSWERS: HEALTH  
 

Funding on Prevention or Cure? 

1 of 

2 so 

3 it 

4 for 

5 a 

 

Growing Number of Overweight People 

1 nutritious 

2 ubiquitous 

3 engineered 

4 

5 

6 

7 

 

Responsibility for Public Health 

People are free to choose a healthy diet and to take regular exercise. This argument supports 
the idea that it is individuals who are responsible for their health. 

Funding public health offers excellent return on investment. This argument supports the idea 
that it is the government that is responsible for public health. 

 

Fewer People are Walking these Days 

1 become 

2 increased 

3 offer 

4 emphasised 

5 informed 
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6 reshape 

ANSWERS: INTERNET & COMPUTERS  

Social Media Benefit Communication 

1 a platform 

2 uncivil 

3 countless 

4 across the globe 

5 to disrupt 

6 to resort to something 

 

Computers will Replace Teachers 

1 the 

2 be 

3 for 

4 and 

5 an 

 

The Internet Brings People Closer Together 

1 join 

2 tracking 

3 update 

4 interact 

5 supplanted 

6 drives 

7 spread 

 

Risks for Children Online 

1 d 2 e 3 a 4 c 5 f 6 b 
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Security Online 

1 e-mail attachment 

2 confidential information 

3 to fall prey (to sb/sth) 

 

Online Shopping 

Shipping is sometimes as expensive as the item you order. This is an argument against online 
shopping. 

Online retailers are open 24/7. This is an argument for online shopping. 

 

Meeting People Online 

1 fake 

2 

3

4 

5 

6 

 

 

ANSWERS: LANGUAGE  

English as the Only Global Language 

1 affected 

2 effect 

3 effect 

4 affected 

 

Free Online Translation Renders Learning Foreign Languages Obsolete 

1 Voice-to-voice 
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2 accurate 

3 approximate 

4 machine 

5 simultaneous 

 

Learning a Foreign Language at Primary School 

Older children are cognitively more mature and are therefore able to learn more with less 
input. This is an argument against learning a foreign language at primary school. 

Learning becomes more difficult as a child ages. This is an argument for learning a foreign 
language at primary school. 

 

 

ANSWERS: LEISURE 

1 a 

2 

3 an 

4 

5 the atmosphere 

 

The Value of Free Time 

1 unwind 

2 burnout 

3 work-life 

4 hands 

5 lethargic 

 

 

ANSWERS: MEDIA & TV  
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Violence in the Media Promotes Violence in Society 

1 impact 

2 positive correlation 

3 incite 

4 makes the headlines 

5 omnipresent 

6 disaffected 

 

Famous People Have a Right to Privacy from the Press 

1 pander 

2 media intrusion 

3 legitimate 

4 scrutiny 

5 

6 

 

obsolete outdated 

obsessed addicted 

disappear cease to exist 

attract  draw 

find  devise 

out of touch with disconnected from 

fail to   do not 

catch   captivate 

listening  tuning in 

via   through 

 

Children Watching TV 

1 to access: one’s voicemail / a programme / a power failure / a file / information / a folder / 
a URL 

2 to overcome: an addiction / one’s shyness / resistance / difficulties / satisfaction / a 
problem 

3 to strengthen: one’s problems / a bond / a relationship / one’s position / ties 

4 to take up: a job / acting / a sport / a hobby / painting / a post / a lecture 
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TV Influences Culture 

1 desensitised 

2 affects 

3 portray 

4 reflects 

5 afford 

6 aim 

 

ANSWERS: MUSIC  

Role of Music 

1 b 2 a 3 d 4 c 5 c 6 b 7 d 8 a 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 uninventive 

5 nurture 

6 versatile 

 

International Music 

1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (+) 6 (-) 7 (-) 8 (+) 9 (+) 10 (-) 

NB: As regards statement No. 8, some people might argue that this is a negative 
phenomenon, but it seems that most see it as a positive one. 

 

Free Music Downloads should be Stopped 

1 lookout 

2 strongly 



Answer Key: Ideas for IELTS Essay Topics 

 

 

Page | xi 

3 express 

4 severely 

 

 

 

ANSWERS: NEWS  

News: Is All News True 

1 newsworthy 

2 Bias 

3 Subjectivity 

4 keep abreast 

5 publicise 

 

explains why the news often focuses on bad news. 

 

Newspapers Will One Day Disappear 

1 emerging economies 

2 for free 

3 file for bankruptcy 

4 breaking news 

5 losing revenue 

6 struggling for survival 

7 are bound to 

 

Reliability of Online News 
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1 implausible 

2 genuine 

3 inaccuracy 

 

 

 

ANSWERS: READING & BOOKS  
 

Which are Best, e-Books or Paper Books? 

1 reminder 

2 object (of) desire 

3 digital 

4 

5 

6 

 

1 f (+)  2 d (-)  3 b (-)  4 e (-)  5 c (+)  6 a (+) 

 

Reading Storybooks is a Waste of Time 

1 instil 

2 fosters 

3 bond with 

4 impact 

5 pay scant attention to 

6 identify with 

 

Libraries should Spend more Money on Technology, not Books 

1 physical 
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2 natural 

3 vulnerable 

4 digital 

5 available 

6 dependent 
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ANSWERS: SOCIETY 

Littering 
1 harsh 

2 to be inclined (to do something) 

3 to get away with (something) 

4 to catch (somebody) in the act 

5 to dispose of (something) 

Homelessness 
1 d 2 e 3 f 4 a 5 b 6 c 

The Importance of Traditional Lifestyles 
1 perspectives 

2 selflessness 

3 heritage 

4 remedies 

5 fall back on 

Traditional Lifestyles are Being Lost 
1 and 

2 their 

3 of 

4 on 

5 for 

People Moving from Rural to Urban Areas 
1 to plummet 

2 to rocket 

3 a glut of 
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4 a dearth of 

 

Society Needs Rules to Function 
1 in disarray 

2 vulnerable 

3 deter (somebody) from (doing something) 

4 with impunity 

 

Cultural Diversity 
1 stem from 

2 lose 

3 competing against 

4 result in 

5 given 

 

Happiness 
1 e 2 d 3 b 4 a 5 c 

 

Utopia 
1 greed 

2 live life to the full 

3 non-existent 

4 close-knit 

5 bonds 

 

The Generation Gap 
1 bond 

2 keep pace (with) 

3 alter 

4 at ease (with) 
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Tighter Gun Control 
Banning guns or having stricter gun laws will not stop crime. This is an argument against 
tighter gun control. 

Most guns are not used as a form of self-defence. This is an argument for tighter gun control. 

 

 

ANSWERS: SPACE EXPLORATION  

Spending Money on Space Exploration 

1 countless 

2 a hazard 

3 dominance 

4 to surpass 

5 to squander 

 

Sending Communications into Space 

Trying to improve communication between cultures and countries would be more useful for 
mankind. This is an argument does not support the idea of sending communications into 
space. 

Sending signals into space is probably the best way to find out if there is life elsewhere in our 
galaxy. This is an argument in favour of sending communications into space. 

 

Space Tourism 

1 a 2 b 3 a 4 c 5 c 

 

 

ANSWERS: SPORT & EXERCISE  

International Sports Events 

1 achieve (a) 

2 rise 
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3 decrease 

4 perform 

5 borrow 

6 evolve 

 

Dangerous Sports should be Banned 

1 d 2 c 3 e 4 b 5 a 

NB: 3 d is also correct; to risk an injury is a frequent collocation, but it does not appear in this 
particular section. 

 

Children should Learn Team Sports, not Individual Sports (Cooperation vs 
Competition) 

1 foster 

2 achieve 

3 interact 

4 rely 

5 engage 

6 suffer 

 

Governments should Build Sports Facilities for Top Athletes vs the Public 

Schools should be the main beneficiaries of public investment in sport. This supports the 
argument that governments should build sports facilities for the public. 

The success of top athletes brings prestige and worldwide attention to their country. This 
supports the argument that governments should build sports facilities for top athletes. 

 

Watching Sport on TV is a Waste of Time 

1 disrupts 

2 slump 

3 slouch 

4 passionate 
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5 affordable 

6 compulsive 

 

Who is Responsible for Children to Exercise? 

1 pride of place 

2 play a key role 

3 instil 

4 motto 

5 set an example 

6 at the expense of 

 

ANSWERS: TECHNOLOGY  

Banning Mobile Phones in Public Areas 

1 intrusive 

2 adverse 

3 designated areas 

4 violate 

5 to be on the verge of 

6 to curtail 

 

Technology has Helped People Become more Social 

1 abolish 

2 build up 

3 reconnect 

4 disrupt 

5 prioritise 

6 disseminate 

 

The Gap between Old and Young has Widened due to Technology 
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1 a 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 b; a  6 b 7 a 8 a 9 b 10 a 

 

Mankind is Now Dependent on Modern Technology 

1 (+) 2 (+) 3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (-) 6 (-) 7 (-) 8 (+) 9 (+) 10 (-) 

 

Technology Increases the Gap between Rich and Poor 

1 the 

2 a 

3 they 

4 very 

5 any 

 

The Internet is Mankind’s Most Important Invention 

The invention of the telephone, the light-bulb and the computer made the Internet possible. 
This argument does not support the idea that mankind’s most important invention is the 
Internet. 

 This argument supports the 
idea that mankind’s most important invention is the Internet. 
 

 

ANSWERS: TOURISM  

Tourism 

boost: i) stimulate 

influence: a) affect 

alter: b) change 

adversely: e) negatively 

rely: c) depend 

downturn: g) recession 

 

Tourism Causes Damage to Historical Buildings 

1 regrettably 
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2 recorded 

3 irreparable 

 

People Need to Learn the Language in order to Travel 

1 resolved 

2 venture 

3 enquire 

4 renders 

5 seek 

6 cope 

 

People should Adapt to the Culture of the Country they are Visiting 

deeply 

unpleasant 

firsthand 

enhance 

fixed 

gravely 

awkward 

directly 

enrich 

established 

punishable by law 

conflict 

depend 

discard 

chargeable 

clash 

rely 

forgo 

 

People Do Not Need to Travel if They Have TV 

Many people actually watch programmes about places they have already been to, or which 
they intend to visit. This sentence counters the argument that people do not need to travel if 
they have TV. 

You can see more of a country and learn more about it in a 30-minute documentary than you 
would during a month’s holiday there. This sentence supports the argument that people do 
not need to travel if they have TV. 

 

Travel in a Group or Alone 
1 in company 

2 to dishearten sb 

3 measures 
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Ecotourism 

1 and 

2 an 

3 they 

4 by 

5 in 

 

ANSWERS: TRANSPORT  

Congestion in Cities 

1 d 2 c 3 a 4 e 5 f 6 b 

 

Is increasing Tax on Flights the Best Way to Reduce Air Travel? 

1 to increase   /   raise   /   put   up   /   a tax 

2  

3 to put   /   introduce   /   levy   /   impose   /   a tax 

4 to evade   /   dodge   /   taxes 

 

Retake the Driving Test Every Five Years 

1 c 2 c 3 b 4 a 

 

Public Transport 

1 essential 

2 unreliable 

3 sustainable 

4 flexible 

5 rife 

 

Increased Car Ownership 
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1 depletion 

2 tax revenue 

3 fossil fuels 

4 to take a detour 

5 to incur 

6 to keep up with the Joneses 

For  Against 

• Owning a car means you no longer 
have to travel with other people, which 
means avoiding the spread of illness, 
the discomfort of overcrowding and the 
possibility of pickpocketing. 
 

• Having a car means that you can travel 
easily with lots of luggage rather than 
carrying it all when using public 
transport. 
 

• Cars allow people to commute further 

suburbs or outside the city becomes a 
more viable option. 
 

 • More traffic accidents occur due to the 
increase in traffic. 
 

• Many roads and streets in city centres 
were not built to cope with such a high 
volume of traffic resulting in serious 
congestion problems. 
 

• It is healthier to travel short distances 
on foot or by bike. Cars do not 
contribute towards better health. 
 

 

 

The Government should Spend More on Railways 

1 railway / train / station / timetable / travel / network / infrastructure / motorist 

2 CO2 emissions / high-speed / state / electric / private / regional / railway 

3 rail / infrastructure / service / depletion / network / transport / travel / passenger 

4 train / delays / journey / travellers / timetable / fare / crossroads / line 

5 road / congestion / network / highway / infrastructure / closure / access / development 

 
 

ANSWERS: WATER  
 

Oceans 
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1 a 2 d 3 f 4 e 5 g 6 b 7 c 

 

Water Pollution 

1 dispose of / get rid of / pollute / dump / clean up / store / process / recycle waste 

2 poisonous / radioactive / toxic / harmful / hazardous / wildlife / industrial waste 

3 contaminate / reduce / minimise / tackle / combat / prevent / avoid / limit pollution 

4 atmospheric / marine / water / river / industrial / consumption / chemical / nitrate 
pollution 

 

Marine Life 

1 supports 

2 depend on 

3 absorbs 

4 put an end to 

5 reduce 

6 take part in 

 

Water Use should be Controlled by the Government 

develop formulate 

set  impose 

promoting encouraging 

punish penalise 

conserve save 

raising increasing 

cutting slashing 

jeopardise endanger 

 

Drinking Water should be Free, not Sold (No Bottled Water) 

Unlike the air that we breathe, water needs a costly infrastructure that has to be maintained 
permanently. This is an argument against the idea that drinking water should be free. 

Disposable plastic water bottles have a disastrous effect on the environment. This is an 
argument in favour of the idea that drinking water should be free, not sold in bottles. 

 

 



Answer Key: Ideas for IELTS Essay Topics 

 

Page | xi 

 

 

ANSWERS: WORK  

The Best Way to Get a Good Job 

a struggle   difficult 

proof    evidence 

rise through the ranks advance 
professionally 

from the outset  from the start 

value    rate 

hands-on  practical 

landing  getting 

a head start  an advantage 

hire   employ 

degree  qualification 

 

Job Satisfaction 

1 competition 

2 despair 

3 unemployment 

 

Problems with Work-Life Balance 

1 blurs the boundaries 

2 takes its toll 

3 make a point 

4 are on call 

5 wind down 

 

Who should Have High Salaries 

1 the 

2 and 

3 for 

4 it 

5 can 
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Children and Part-Time Work 

1 vulnerable 

2 spontaneously 

3 to make ends meet 

4 to take advantage of someone 

5 to juggle (one thing with another) 

 

Children and Work Exploitation (Child Labour) 

1 d 2 c 3 e 4 a 5 b 

 

Teachers Do Not Want to Work in Rural Areas 

1 in poor repair 

2 a counterpart 

3 an incentive 

4 a fringe benefit 

5 (to feel) daunted (by something) 

6 to retain 

 

Working Online from Home 

1 d (-)  2 c (+)  3 f (+)  4 a (-)  5 b (+)  6 e (-) 

For  Against 

• Working from home gives you the 
freedom to work anytime, anywhere. 
 

• There is no dress code. 
 

 • When you work at home, it is much 
more difficult to achieve a healthy 
work-life balance. 
 

• There are far too many distractions and 
interruptions in one’s home 
environment. 
 

 

All Employees should have the Same Salary in a Company 
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1 a 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 b 6 b 7 a 8 a 9 b 10 a 

 

Factors Influencing Career Choice 

1 in debt 

2 pay off 

3 a decisive influence 

4 rise through the ranks 

5 commensurate with 

 

Changing Jobs vs A Job for Life 

1 experience 

2 switch 

3 guarantee 

4 achieve 

5 end up 

6 stagnate 

 

Women in the Armed Forces 
1 spend 

2 expertise 

3 achieve 

 

The Retirement Age should be Extended 

1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (+) 4 (+) 5 (-) 6 (+) 7 (+) 8 (-) 9 (-) 10 (-) 

 

Robots and Work 

Robots in the workplace means more people are laid off work. This is an argument against 
using robots. 

Robots can be easily replaced and reprogrammed for other duties. This is an argument in 
favour of using robots. 
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ANSWERS: WORLD ISSUES  

World Overpopulation: Causes / Problems / Solutions 

1 a 4 b 7 b 9 a 11 a 13 b 14 b 17 a 18 b 

 

Aging World Population 

1 to exceed 

2 to contribute 

3 to divert 

4 strained 

 

Global Warming 

1 c, f    2 j       3 I      4 e 5 h 6 c, f  9 a     10 d 

 

International Aid from Rich Countries to Poor Countries 

1 (+) 2 (+)  3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (-) 6 (+) 

7 (-) 8 (-) 9 (+) 10 (-) 11 (+) 12 (+) 

13 (-) 14 (-) 15 (-) 16 (+)   

             

Growing Gap between Rich and Poor 

1 wealth 

2 opportunities 

3 cycle 

4 wage 

5 standard 

6 gap 
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The Brain Drain: Migration of Skilled Workers Out of a Country 

1 the 

2 for 

3 they 

4 it 

5 away 

6 and 
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