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Who Complete IELTS is for
Complete IELTS is an enjoyable and motivating topic-
based course designed to give thorough preparation for 
the IELTS test. It offers:

task types 
used in IELTS Reading, Listening, Speaking and 
Writing papers 

writing tasks using 
models as guidance and sample answers 

speaking tasks with model 
answers and a focus on pronunciation 

training in the skills and strategies needed to deal 
with exam reading tasks 

and strategies needed to deal with exam listening 
tasks

grammar and vocabulary areas 
which are known to be essential for success in IELTS. 
These are supported by work on correcting common 
mistakes as revealed in the Cambridge Learner 
Corpus

pair work and group work exercises. 

What the Student’s Book contains
Eight topic-based units of ten pages each covering 
topic areas frequently encountered in IELTS. 

in the exam, so all units contain work on Listening, 
Reading, Writing and Speaking. The units also cover 
essential IELTS-related grammar and vocabulary. 

classroom activities designed to equip students with 
the strategies and approaches needed to deal with 
the demands of IELTS. 

detailed information and advice about what the task 
involves and how best to approach it. 

Eight unit reviews that provide additional exercises 
on the grammar and vocabulary encountered in  
each unit.

Introduction

Writing and Speaking reference sections containing 
detailed advice to students on how to approach writing 
and speaking tasks in the exam, complete with 
exercises and model answers. 

Language reference section giving clear and 
detailed explanations of the grammar covered in each 
unit. 

full IELTS Practice test. 

 CD-ROM intended for self-study which provides 
further exercises to prepare students for IELTS.

The Cambridge Learner Corpus 
(CLC) 
The Cambridge Learner Corpus (CLC) is a large collection 
of exam scripts written by students taking Cambridge 
ESOL English exams around the world. It contains over 
220,000 scripts and is growing all the time. It forms 
part of the Cambridge International Corpus (CIC) and 
it has been built up by Cambridge University Press and 
Cambridge ESOL. The CLC contains scripts from:

Exercises in the Student’s Book which are based on the 
CLC are indicated by this icon  .

What the Workbook contains
Eight units designed for homework and self-study. 
Each unit contains full exam practice of IELTS 
Reading and Listening tasks.

IELTS Writing tasks with model answers. 

grammar and vocabulary 
taught in the Student’s Book.

audio CD containing all the listening material for 
the Workbook. 

What the Teacher’s Book contains
Detailed notes for the eight units in the Student’s Book 
which:

 –  state the objectives of each unit
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 –  give step-by-step advice on how to treat each part of 
each Student’s Book unit 

 –  give supporting information to teachers and 
students about IELTS tasks

 –  offer suggestions for alternative treatments of the 
materials in the Student’s Book

 –  offer a wide range of ideas for extension activities 
to follow up Student’s Book activities

 –  contain comprehensive answer keys for each 
activity and exercise, including suggested answers 
where appropriate.

Eight photocopiable activities, one for each unit, 
designed to provide enjoyable recycling of work 
done in the Student’s Book unit, but without a 
specific exam focus. All photocopiable activities are 
accompanied by teacher’s notes outlining:

 –   the objectives of the activity

 –   a suggested procedure for handling the activity in 
the classroom.

Eight photocopiable Word lists containing lexical 
items encountered in the Student’s Book units or 
recording scripts. 

 We suggest that the best time to use these lists is 
towards the end of the unit, perhaps before doing 
the Speaking or Writing sections. Students may use 
these lists for self-study and reinforcement of lexis 
encountered in the unit. Here are some suggestions  
as to how students can use them which you can 
discuss with them.  

 –   Students should use the page reference given to 
find the items in the unit and study how the words/
phrases are used in context.

 –  They can use a learner’s dictionary (such as the 
CALD) to compare the dictionary definitions with 
the definitions given in the Word list. In many 
cases, the definitions will coincide, but they will be 
able to study further examples in the dictionary.

 –  Students can annotate the Word lists themselves or 
copy items to their notebooks for further study.

 –  You can suggest to students that they should not try 
to memorise all the items, but they should select a 
number of words and phrases that seem most useful 

to them and try to use them when doing speaking and 
writing tasks.

Eight photocopiable Vocabulary extension word lists 

 The words and phrases in the photocopiable Vocabulary 
extension word lists have been selected using the 
Cambridge International Corpus and relate to the topics 
of the unit. They are intended to provide students with 
extra vocabulary when doing IELTS tasks. 

 We suggest that you hand these lists out near the 
beginning of the unit. Most of the words and phrases do 
not occur in the units themselves, but students may be 
able to use some of them during the speaking or writing 
activities in the unit. Here are some suggestions on how 
these word lists can be used:

 –  Ask students to go through the word lists in 
conjunction with a good learner’s dictionary such as 
the CALD and check how the words/phrases are used 
in the examples (many of the definitions will be the 
same). 

 –  Ask students to select 5–10 items which they would 
like to be able to use themselves and ask them to 
write their own sentences using the items. 

 –  Encourage students to copy the items they find most 
useful to their notebooks. 

 –  Ask students to refer to these word lists before doing 
speaking or writing tasks in the units. Give students 
time to look at the relevant list and think (and discuss 
with you) how they can use words/phrases before 
they do the task itself. 

 –  When students do the tasks, pay particular attention 
to any use they make of items from the lists and give 
them feedback on how correctly they have used an 
item.

Four photocopiable Progress tests, one for every two 
units, to test grammar and vocabulary taught in the 
units.

What the Class Audio CDs contain
There are two audio CDs containing listening and 
speaking material for the eight units of the Student’s Book 
plus the Listening Practice test. The listening and speaking 
materials are indicated by different-coloured icons for each 
of the CDs.
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6 Unit 1

Unit 1 Getting higher qualifications

Unit objectives
Listening Section 1:

Vocabulary:

Reading Section 1:

Speaking Part 1:

Pronunciation:

Writing Task 1:

Key grammar:

Starting off
1 As a warmer

– Why are you preparing for the IELTS test?
– What personal qualities help people to be successful 

at language exams?
 

answer:
 Alternative treatment

Suggested answers
a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

2

Suggested answers
1 2 3 4 5 6

Extension idea Ask students to choose two of the 
photos and say what other personal qualities the people 
need (apart from a–h).

3  

Extension idea Ask students to say what qualities they 
personally already have.

Listening Section 1
1 As a warmer 

–  How can students in your country find out about 
careers and jobs?

– How do young people in your country decide what 
job they would like to do?

–  What did you decide to study, and why?
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Suggested answers
1

2

3

Extension idea Ask students: Do you have graduate fairs 
in your country? Have you ever been to one? What was  
it like?

2

ONE WORD / NO MORE THAN TWO/
THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER

Suggested answers
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Extension idea Tell students that, in Section 1, they will 
usually have to write a name that is spelled out for them 
and/or write a number. Ask them which questions might 
require this (answer: Questions 1 and 3). 

they are not sure how to pronounce in English and 
resolve any doubts.

addresses on a piece of paper, and then spell them 
aloud to their partners, who should write them down.

3 Alternative treatment

Answers
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 must have both
8 
9 
10
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Extension idea Go through the Exam advice box with 
students. 

should check it when they transfer their answers to 
the answer sheet. 

students to write these on the board), e.g. kilometres 
(km); seconds (secs); minutes (mins/min); hours (hrs/
hr); Jan, Feb, etc.; Mon, Tues, etc.

abbreviations correctly, they should write them in full.

4

Alternative treatment

Vocabulary Dependent prepositions 
1

As a warmer 
– He wasn’t aware …… the time.
– How do you prepare …… exams?

aware of prepare for get ready
conscious

get ready for conscious of

afraid of frightened of scared of
angry with irritated with annoyed with

Answers
1 2 3
4 5 6

Extension idea Check that students know the correct 
dependent preposition for each word, then ask them 
to think of synonyms that use the same preposition: 
concentrate (focus on); available (free for); useful 
(essential/vital/important for).

2

Answers
1 2 3 4 5 6

Extension idea Tell students that, in IELTS, it is 
important to use a range of vocabulary appropriately. 
Working with words with similar or synonymous 
meanings helps to build vocabulary. 
Write these words on the board and ask students to 
find words in the exercise which are close in meaning 
to them (though not all synonyms) and to decide if they 
need to change the preposition or not.
is known keep an eye responsive take part trust
(answers: is known for / has a reputation for; keep an 
eye on / take care of; responsive to / sensitive to; take 
part in / participate in; trust in / have confidence in.)

3

Answers
2 3 4

5 6
7

Reading Section 1
1 As a warmer 
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prestigious

Suggested answers
2

3

2 Answers
1 a b
2

3 skim

Answer

4

 There has been a rapid expansion of the university 
system. This has meant that many more young 
people are attending such institutions, and the 
result of this is that the labour market is being 
deprived of their services until later.

answers this

such institutions the result 
of this

their services

scan

Answers
2 to leap into the dark and reach for the unknown
3 The telephone, electromagnets, radars, high-

speed photography, office photocopiers, cancer 
treatments, pocket calculators, computers, the 
Internet, the decoding of the human genome, 
lasers, space travel

4 Knowledge was at a premium, but it had to be 
useful.  the German system of learning based 
on reseach and hands-on experimentation

5 symbiosis  Mind and hand 
 a gowned scholar standing 

beside an ironmonger bearing a hammer  
and anvil.

6 he might be just too late in taking his concept to 
market, as he has heard that a Silicon Valley firm 
is already developing something similar.

7 What MIT delights in is taking brilliant minds 
from around the world in vastly diverse disciplines 
and putting them together.

5

 

MIT campus

MIT Silicon 
Valley

Suggested underlining
2 2 3
 4 5
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6

contradicts
no information

Extension idea Ask students to work in pairs and 
compare their answers. Ask them to quote the actual 
words from the passage which gave them their answers.

Answers
1 there’s precious little going on that you 

would normally see on a university campus.
2 While Harvard stuck to the English 

model of a classical education, with its emphasis 
on Latin and Greek, MIT looked to the German 
system of learning based on research and hands-
on experimentation

3

4 its logo, which shows a gowned scholar 
standing beside an ironmonger bearing a hammer 
and anvil. That symbiosis of intellect and 
craftsmanship

5

7

 

size sizes

Answers
6 7
8 9

8

 

2  Suggested underlining 
11
12
13

3  10 11
12 13

9
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Speaking Part 1
1

travelling  where you live

As a warmer

Do any of these questions look similar to 
ones you asked?

Answers
2 3 4

2 Alternative treatment

 

 

Answers
1 2
3 4
5 6 7
8

Extension idea Ask students to work alone and think 
of three or four less-common words they could use to 
answer each of the questions so that the answers are 
true for them. They then work in pairs and take turns to 
ask and answer the questions.

3
used to

Answers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Extension idea When students have finished the 
exercise, elicit the difference between:

used to do, used to doing and get used to doing
used to do and would in these contexts (see 
Language reference in the Student’s Book (page 120) 
for an explanation).

If necessary, go through the Language reference with 
students.

4 Alternative treatment 

Note:

5  Alternative treatment 1

Alternative treatment 2

 Did your partner give fairly long answers?
 Were the answers well structured and coherent?
 Did they use a range of higher-level vocabulary?
 Did they use a range of appropriate grammar, 

including accurate tenses?
 Were their answers always relevant?

Extension idea Draw students’ attention to the Exam 
advice box. 

life, languages, traffic, shopping, weather, cooking, 
animals, housework and reading (you can write these 
on the board).

four questions which they could ask on one of  
the topics.

partner, take turns to ask and answer questions.
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Pronunciation Sentence stress 1

1 Alternative treatment

Answers
1 Suggested underlining

2 3
4 5

2 a that’s

b this one

2

Answers
1 1

2

afternoon

3

4

5

brother

Extension idea Ask students to work alone and choose 
one of the questions from Speaking Exercise 1. Tell them 
to write a two- or three-sentence answer, but not to 
underline any words. 

answers aloud, stressing the words they feel are 
important.

them to read their partner’s written answer aloud. 
They can follow up by discussing how any changes 
in stress that their partner has made change the 
meaning or emphasis of the answer.

3  Extension idea Ask students to work in pairs and 
look at the sentences in Exercise 2 again. Ask them to 
suggest another way in which each of the sentences can 
be stressed and read their ideas aloud to the class. The 
class should then say how the meaning changes.

Writing Task 1
1 As a warmer 1 How 

have the proportions of male and female students 
at university in your country or at your university 
changed over recent years? What reasons can you 
think of for those changes?

As a warmer 2

Suggested answer

Extension idea Ask students to look at how the 
information has been rephrased. Ask them if they 
can suggest another way of writing the introductory 
sentence using their own words.
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2 Alternative treatment

Answers

3

Answers

paragraph 2

paragraph 2

paragraph 3

paragraph 4

4 one

Suggested answer

Extension idea Ask students to compare where they 
have drawn lines with each other and with the suggested 
answer.

5
– 

– 

– 

Answers
1

2
3 a less marked b more significant
4 widen
5 A more detailed look at the graph reveals
6 flattened out
7 just over
8 slight

Extension ideas 
1  Ask students to copy the words and phrases focused 

on in this exercise into their notebooks and suggest 
they revise them and try to incorporate some of them 
in their own Part 1 answers when the time comes.

2  Ask students to read the sample answer again and 
highlight words and phrases they think would be 
useful when doing other Part 1 Writing tasks. They 
should also copy these into their notebooks.

6 Answers

highest

strongest

Extension idea Go through the Language reference 
on page 119 with students and ask them to supply extra 
examples for each point alongside the examples in the 
reference.

7

Answers
1 2 3 4
5 6 7
8
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Extension idea Ask students to write four or five 
sentences like those in the exercise to describe higher 
education in their country.   

groups and compare their sentences. If they are 
all from the same country, do they agree that the 
sentences are true? If they come from different 
countries, they can discuss how higher education is 
different in each country.

Note:

8

international students – overseas students/students 
from other countries/from abroad; graduating – 
obtaining degrees

9

Extension idea When students have done the Writing 
task, but before they hand it in, photocopy the sample 
answer printed below and the questions which follow 
and give a copy to each student.

 – work in pairs and answer the questions
 –  compare their answers with the sample answer and 

make any changes they want to their answers
 –  exchange answers with a partner and comment 

or make suggestions for improvements to their 
partner’s answer.

to you for correction.

Answers to the questions below the sample 
answer
1

2
3
4
5

Sample answer

Key grammar Past simple, present perfect 
simple and past perfect simple
1

Answers
3 4 5 6
7 8 9
10 11 12

2

Answers
1 2 3
4 5 6
7 8

3 Answers
2 3 4
5 6 7 8
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Unit 1 photocopiable activity 
Skills for sale Time: 60 minutes

Objectives

Before class

1 As a warmer Have you ever had to ‘sell’ 
your skills or experience during a job or university 
interview? Do you think it is an easy thing to do?  
Why? / Why not? 

2

3

Answers
A B C D

4

Answers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9

5

6

7

8

Extension idea If you have access to video equipment, 
film some of the interviews and post them on your class 
VLE or website.
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Unit 1 photocopiable activity 

Skills for sale
A  What do you like better / best about your current job or studies?

1

2

B Who do you admire most / mostly, and why?

3

4

C What’s your less / least attractive characteristic?

5
6

7

D What’s your greatest / most great achievement so far?

8

9 

0.10/0:50

Steve: 26, Jamaican, student nurse

0.10/0:50

Alessia: 43, Italian, graphic designer

0.10/0:50

Imran: 31, Indian, IT consultant

Interview questions

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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Word list
Unit 1

automated adj

base something on something vp

bring people together vp

by the time phrase

channel resources into something vp

a common desire np

concentrate on something vp

crucial adj

down-to-earth adj

discipline n

everyday adj

extraordinary adj

facilities plural n

field n

get to the top phrase

go on to do something vp

growth rate np

high achiever np

highly gifted adj

human potential np

inspire v

institute n

interact with someone/something vp

master v

obtain v

recruitment program(me) np

remain unchanged vp

responsible for something adj

sensors plural n

take something for granted phrase

telecoms n telecommunications

thus adv

a vast range (of) np

visible adj

vocational training np

Abbreviations: n/np v/vp adj/adjp
adv/advp pv T/I C/U
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Vocabulary extension
Unit 1

achieve an aim vp

aspiration n

award a degree vp

conclusive results plural n

conduct an experiment vp

confirm a theory vp

cutting-edge research n

dedication n

determination n

dissertation n

doctorate n

extensive research n 

fulfil a lifelong ambition vp

fund research vp

highlight a problem vp

investigate v

ongoing trials plural n

painstaking investigation n

PHD n

postgraduate course of study n

professional qualification n

pursue one’s dream vp

recognise a qualification vp

research paper n

scientific journal n

thesis n

thorough investigation n

undertake research vp

Abbreviations: n/np v/vp adj/adjp
adv/advp pv T/I C/U
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