
Smokingisamajorcauseofseriousillnessanddeaththroughouttheworld

today.Intheinterestofthepublicheath,governmentsshouldban

cigarettesandothertobaccoproducts.

Doyouagreeordisagree?

Therearewidelydifferingviewsontheissueofwhethertobaccoshouldbe

bannedornot.Somepeoplewouldsuggestthatitistheirrighttosmoke

andthatprohibitingcigaretteswouldbeaviolationoftheircivilliberties;

however,Ipersonallybelievethattobaccoshouldindeedbemadeillegal.

Therearetwoprincipalreasonsforthis.

OnepointwhichIbelievetobeabsolutelypivotalisthefactthattobaccois

adrug.Themajorityofgovernmentsaroundtheworldtakeaprohibitionist

approachtotheproblem ofsubstanceabuse.Ifthegovernmentswishto

beconsistentinpursuingtheir“warondrug”,therefore,Ibelievetheymust

bantobaccoaswell.Thisisparticularlysogiventhefactthatmany

currentlyillicitdrugs–includingheroinandmarijuana-havelegitimate

medicalapplications,whiletobaccohasnone.

However,perhapsthestrongestargumentinfavourofbanningcigarettes

andothertobaccoproductsisthatofpublichealth.Itisirrefutablefactthat

smokingleadstolungcancerandothersuchpotentiallyfataldiseases.Pro

-smokinggroupswouldnodoubtarguethateachindividualhastherightto

determinewhatgoesintohis/herownbody.Nevertheless,Iwouldsuggest

thattheinterestsandrightsofsocietyatlargemustoverridethoseofthe

individual.Themedicaltreatmentthatsmokersrequireisoftenincredibly

costly,anditisfrequentlygovernmentsandsocietythatcoverthesecosts

ratherthantheindividualsmoker.Hence,Ifeellawsprohibitingsmoking

wouldbeentirelyjustified.



Inreality,ofcourse,thewidespreadprohibitionofsmokingisunlikelyinthe

nearfuture.However,giventheseriousnessoftheproblemsthatitcauses,

Ibelievethatthisshouldbetheultimategoal.
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