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ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT SHAVKAT MIRZIYOYEV AT THE SOLEMN 
CEREMONY DEDICATED TO THE 26TH ANNIVERSARY OF ADOPTION OF 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

Dear compatriots! 
Dear guests! 
Ladles and Gentlemen! 

7 December. 2018. 

Allow me from the bottom of my heart congratulate you, who gathered in this 
magnificent palace today, and in your person all of our people on the 26th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan and express my best wishes to 
you. 

Our Constitution, as a vivid embodiment of the political and legal consciousness of the 
multinational people of Uzbekistan. serves as a solid foundation for building a democratic 
state and civil society, and finding a worthy place in the international arena. 

Indeed, the difficult and at the san1e time glorious path traversed by us for over the last 
26 years confirms the vitality and high potential of our Main Law. 

The Strategy of actions, developed on the basis of the Constitution, today plays a crucial 
role in bringing the country to a new, innovative and industrial level of development. 

Constant dialogue with people, addressing urgent problems of the people, satisfaction 
of their needs and requirements are becoming the main criteria of our activity. 

Life proves that in the course of the effective implementation of large-scale reforms we 
have begun. the importance of these issues increases. 

That is why ln-<lepth study and understanding of the Main Law, strict compliance with 
Its requirements is the duty of each of every citizen of Uzbekistan. 

Dear compatriots! 
Over the past two years, the main task for us has been to assert the priority of human 

dignity and honor in society and formation a justice system that can always ensure justice. 

8 



It is not by chance that our great ancestor Sahibkiran Amir Temur perpetuated the 
following saying on the portal of Oksaroy palace: «Justice is the basis of the state and actions 
of wise rulers•. This idea has not lost its relevance today. 

At the Asian Forum on Human Rights held in November in Samarkand, prominent 
politicians, foreign scholars and experts gave a decent assessment to the work we have done 
in this short period of time. 

It should be noted that this event has further enhanced prestige of Uzbekistan in the 
world. Most importantly, the Asian Forum introduced the notion of .Samarkand spirit • into 
international practice in the field of human rights. 

Today, in our country a lot is being done to ensure the protection of human rights and 
freedoms. In particular, strict liability has been established for the use of information 
obtained by unlawful methods as evidence of the prosecution. 

Taking this opportunity, I want to emphasize once again that only one goal - justice 
should be in a judge's mind, t ruth - in a j udge's mouth and purity in his soul. 

In this regard, the following words of our great poet and thinker Alisher Navoi acquire a 
particularly deep meaning: •People, do not do evil, bulld a temple of justice and justice In 
your heart and soul of the people•. 

When does Justice prevail? When judicial bodies, judges strictly follow the principles of 
legality and fairness, they honestly and conscientiously perform their duties. 

In the past two years. important measures have been taken in this area, in particular, 
to ensure the independence of the courts. 

This year alone, 1 881 criminal cases were discontinued for lack of evidence. Five 
hundred and ninety persons have been acquitted, whereas in 2016, pay attention - only 28, 
and in 2017 - 263 persons. 

In addition, the corpus delicti unreasonably applied during the investigation were 
excluded from the charges against 5 462 persons, 2 449 persons were released in the 
courtroom. 

The practice of reconsideration of cases by courts during many years has been 
completely discontinued. 

Based on the principles of humanism, a completely new system was introduced. As a 
result, 993 people were released from punishment under the guarantee of the Youth Union, 
Makhalla and Women's Committees, including 456 young people and 113 women who have 
committed crimes of ignorance and sincerely repented. 

Besides, 3 thousand 333 people who are serving their sentences, including 646 
convicted for participating in the activit ies of banned organizations, were granted pardon and 
returned to their families. 

On the occasion of this grand holiday, today I have signed a special Decree. According 
to it, 136 people, who have sincerely repented, returned to path of correction and are now 
serving their sentences, were granted pardon. 

More than 20 thousand citizens suspected of having links with religious extremist 
groups were removed from the register. 

The Republican Interdepartmental Commission for the Consideration of Citizens' 
Appeals has been established, which is charged with considering the appeals of citizens who 
got involved in banned organizations, sincerely repented, took the path of correction. 

Public commissions have been established on the ground to study the personal and 
professional qualities of candidates for the position of j udge. 

To ensure fairness, openness and transparency of the consideration of cases in courts. 
a system of electronic distribution of cases has been introduced. From now on, it is the 
electronic program that determines which judge will consider the case, without human 
intervention. 
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In order to ensure openness and legality of the judicial-investigative activities, as well 
as to reduce costs and bureaucratic red tape, the systems of uelectronic criminal case" and 
"remote interrogation" are being introduced. The powers of lawyers In ensuring the rights 
and freedoms of citizens have been expanded. 

All of this is the result of our judicial and legal reforms. 
At the same time, a truly democratic and transparent system of selection of candidates 

tor the position of judge, studying their personal and professional qualities should be created. 
In particular. I consider it expedient to legislatively fix such a procedure, when 

candidates for the position of Judge are recommended taking into account public opinion. 
It is necessary to introduce a system in which applicants who are deemed worthy will 

undergo training for at least one year and be appointed to the position by trained judges. In 
this view, I propose to organize the Higher School of Judges under the High Judicial Council. 

Unfortunately, some judges still make decisions that do not meet the principles of 
justice. Naturally, this undermines citizens' confidence in justice. 

Therefore, to improve their professional skills and culture, always be guided by the law, 
the principles of justice and humanism - these are the main tasks of each judge. 

Every decision made by the courts should be, above all, fair, lawful and justified. Only 
then will people be firmly convinced that justice will prevail in any situation. 

This year, the tasks and powers of state security agencies have been completely 
revised, an objective assessment of the activities of employees at all levels has been given. 

For the first time, the Law ·On the State Security Service• was adopted, according to 
which the main task of the newly formed special service is to provide reliable protection of 
the interests of the state from internal and external threats. 

In the present alarming times, when threats of extremism and terrorism persist, 
encroachments on the constitutional order and the economic foundations of our country, 
brave soldiers and officers of the State Security Service must ruthlessly fight against any 
destructive forces and be a reliable shield in defending our Motherland. 

As you know, recently in order to check the combat training of the troops of the Ministry 
of Defense, field exercises were conducted in the city of Chirchik. They clearly showed that 
in the last two years a great work has been done to strengthen the defense power of our 
country. We will continue th is work on a systematic basis and on an even wider scale. 

In addition, in order to ensure public order and the security of our citizens, a number of 
effective measures have been taken to fully support the units of the Internal troops and the 
National Guard. 

As a result of our efforts to protect public order and early warning of offenses, primarily 
with the participation of the general public in this process, a 36 percent reduction in crime 
has been achieved. Not a single crime was committed this year in 3 205 makhallas or in over 
35 percent of existing ones. 

In order to strengthen the achieved results, these issues, including the full 
Implementation of the projects "Safe Cityn, 4 Safe Territory" , will continue to be priorities for 
the internal affairs agencies and the National Guard. 

To ensure the right of free movement for citizens guaranteed by our Constitution, 
difficulties in registration and obtaining visas have been eliminated. 

Thanks to the simplification of the procedure for issuing visas to citizens of 39 
countries, and the introduction of the electronic visa system this year almost 4 million foreign 
tourists visited our country. 

The citizenship of the Republic of Uzbekistan was granted to 2,528 persons who have 
been living in our country for many years, making a worthy contribution to the development 
of society and dreaming of becoming our compatriots. 
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It should be noted that concrete measures were taken to prevent and resolutely fight 
against corruption, which causes serious harm to the development of the state and society, 
which undermines people's faith in justice. This is evidenced by the prosecution of 1177 
officials who have committed such crimes. 

No matter how hard the law enforcement agencies try, without irreconcilable attitude 
of our citizens towards this disgusting phenomenon. and effective public control it is 
impossible to effectively combat corruption. 

This evil must be seriously fought not only by law-enforcement agencies but also by 
public at each and every institution. 

Therefore, each state institution must have its own internal program on combating 
corruption the supervision of which shall be undertaken by public. 

As world experience shows. in parliaments of many countries, including the United 
States, Russia, Great Britain, Bulgaria, Greece, Latvia, and Estonia, there are commissions 
and committees to fight corruption. 

Considering this best practice and proceeding from the requirements of our 
Constitution, I propose to form anti-corruption committees in the chambers of the Oliy Maj I is. 
As representative bodies, these committees should contribute to strengthening the fight 
against corruption in public institutions at all levels. 

Another important issue: the time has come to improve the system of ensuring of the 
rights of persons serving sentences on the basis of humanism and generosity inherent in our 
people. 

As you are aware, our Constitution guarantees the right to education to all citizens. In 
this regard, it would be necessary to introduce a distance education system in correctional 
institutions in order to assist those who are serving their sentences in social adaptation in 
the future. In perspective, it is also advisable to revise the norms restricting electoral rights 
of persons sentenced to imprisonment on the basis of international requirements. 

Dear compatriots! 
The main goal of the Constitution of Uzbekistan is to create decent living conditions for 

our people. 
As a result of the reforms, living standards and real incomes of the population are rising. 
At the same time, in this area, the government and central economic departments, as 

well as administrations of all levels, face many tasks. 
Life itself confirms that the most effective development of the country and the growth 

of the welfare of the population are provided by supporting entrepreneurship. 
Our Constitution enshrines the guarantees of freedom of economic activity, 

entrepreneurship, equality and legal protection of all forms of ownership. However, a high 
level of state presence in the economy, bureaucracy, problems in the tax and customs 
spheres, the banking system hamper the growth of domestic investment and the wider 
attraction of foreign capital. 

As the well-known Chinese philosopher Sun Tzu said:• The collection of exorbitant taxes 
is the path leading to abuse, enrichment of the enemy, the crisis of the state•. 

For years. high taxes created the conditions for growth in the share of the •shadow 
sector• of the economy. 

Taking into account the current situation, in order to accelerate the development of the 
economy and increase the investment attractiveness of our country, we adopted the Concept 
of enhancing tax policy. 

Much work has been done on its drafting. The draft concept has passed a wide and 
comprehensive public discussion in the country with the participation of the business 
community, international financial institutions. and renowned experts. 
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On the basis of this Concept, important changes are being made in the tax policy of the 
state. Instead of the maximum income tax rate that was still in force and stood at 22.5 
percent, the personal income tax rate was introduced at 12 percent, and 8 percent insurance 
deductions were abolished. 

The high single social payment rate has been reduced from 25 percent to 12 percent. 
Mandatory deductions in the amount of 3.2 percent to the Extra-budgetary pension fund, 
trust road and educational funds were abolished. 

The rates of customs payments were revised and the size of duties was reduced for 
almost 3,500 types of goods, the excise tax rate on goods was reduced for about 800 items. 
Raw materials, equipment and equipment not produced in Uzbekistan and imported for the 
organization of production will not be subject to state duties. 

Scheduled inspections of financial and economic activities of business entities have 
been cancelled. The requirements for obtaining 138 types of licenses and permits have been 
simplif ied, 42 of them have been completely abolished. 

In order to eliminate obstacles and barriers. manifestations of corruption in the 
allocation of land plots for business, a procedure has been introduced to acquire them 
through an electronic auction. 

There Is a strict ban on the seizure of land for state and public use, demolition of real 
estate until the owner is compensated for the damage. 

The procedure for a full compensation of damage caused to the property of investors 
and entrepreneurs has been guaranteed. 

It also provides for the exemption of entrepreneurs from the payment of income tax and 
the single tax payment for the export of products, works and services starting from next year. 
Targeted work continues to accelerate the development of tourism, further improve the 
quality of services, effectively utilize the tourist potential of the regions and create jobs, form 
new national tourism products. Next year we will continue to work to reduce the level of 
inflation, comprehensively support active entrepreneurship, and create wide opportunities 
for investors. 

Dear friends! 
As you are aware, this year the population of our country exceeded 33 million people. 

Certainly, this is a considerable figure. 
We must guarantee the realization of the social rights of our citizens, in particular, 

decent living conditions, education and vocational training of young people, their 
employment and housing. 

The Constitution of the country enshrines the right of every person to qualif ied medical 
care. The practical implementation of this important provision Is a guarantee for the 
preservation of the gene pool of the nation, development of the state and society. 

As a result of broad, comprehensive reforms, life expectancy in the country increased 
from 67 years in 1990 to 7 4 years in 2017. Child mortality has decreased by 3 times. We 
must strive to further improve these indicators. 

Our country is adopting important practical programs aimed at improving the health of 
the population. 

So, just the other day, according to the Decree of the President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, the Concept of development of the health care system was adopted for 2019-
2025. In accordance with the requirements of the time, much is being done for the 
development of private medical institutions. In 2018 alone, over 400 of them were 
established in the republic. 

As they say, a child is raised from the birth. Therefore, we began to reform the sphere 
of education and upbringing from the very first level - preschool education. 
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For comparison. I would like to give one example: over the past two years, the number 
of kindergartens in the country has increased by 1,400 and has now reached 6,367. 

The number of kindergartens created on the basis of a public-private partnership has 
doubled over the past year, today there are already 568 of them. Practical work has begun 
on organizing another 1,000 such pre-school institutions. 

This year, significant work has been done to reform the public education system and 
improve the working conditions of teachers. The wages of teachers are gradually increasing, 
new mechanisms for encouraging their work are being introduced. 

Major reforms also carried out in the next link in the system - the higher education. 
Over the past two years, 5 new universities and 12 branches of prestigious foreign 
universities have been created in the country. 

As you are aware. the foundation •El-Yurt Umidi• (•Hope of the country•) has been 
established with a view to training and retraining of personnel which is necessary for the 
development of the country in leading foreign educational centers. 

We should admit that, we are forced to train enterprising, talented young personnel 
demanded by the most popular sectors of the economy abroad, in developed countries. 
Therefore, the Ministry of Higher and Secondary Special Education, universities, research 
centers of Uzbekistan need to work effectively in close cooperation with ~El-Yurt Umidi" 
Foundation. 

Based on the tasks set out In the Strategy of Action, as well as proposals from citizens 
received during the dialogue with the people, we must solve the following key issues in the 
social sphere. 

Flrst. it is necessary to ensure compliance of the social protection model in force in 
Uzbekistan with generally accepted international standards and modern requirements. 

It is noteworthy that our country pays great attention to the support of people with 
disability, who lost their breadwinners, socially vulnerable and low-income families, in 
particular, providing them with affordable housing. 

This year alone over 21500 families have received affordable houses. 
Moreover, this year people with disability were provided 30,5 thousand Prothetic­

Orthopaedic devices and means of rehabilitation. 16 thousand disabled people have been 
treated in rehabilitation centers. 

No doubt, we will further continue this noble cause on a systemic basis. One of the most 
important issues is to ensure important social right to have pensions enshrined in our 
Constitution. 

In particular, effective 2019 the retirement benefits (pensions) will be increased 8 to 
10 tlmes of minimum wages and working pensioners wlll be entitled to have full amount of 
their pensions. 

Second, it is essential to strengthen social support for medical workers, create decent 
working conditions and improve the incentive system. 

I believe, there is no need to once more speak about how complex the profession of a 
doctor is, and what kind of painstaking work, willpower and resilience it requires. 

However, it raises a question: did we create appropriate conditions for medical 
workers? Do their wages and working conditions meet the complexity and responsibility of 
their work? Unfortunately, no. 

Since December 1, 2018, we have increased their wages, and this is only the first step. 
We will continue to fully support medical personnel - representatives of the noble profession. 

In the future, in order to provide guaranteed medical services to the population, we 
must introduce a system of compulsory medical insurance. 

Third, taking into account the advanced foreign experience it is necessary to revise the 
educational standards and teaching methods in the field of public education from the point 
of view of identifying the individual abilities of students. 
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Having done everything possible to realize the talents and potential of our children from 
an early age, making every effort for their harmonious development. we will nurture many 
more such great figures as Beruni, lbn Sino, Ulughbek. I am completely sure of this. 

Fourth. in many cases, professional colleges unfortunately have become institutions for 
the issuance of diplomas in unclaimed professions. 

During trips to the regions of the country, I try to talk with people as much as possible. 
You will be surprised, but there are not enough qualified tractor operators, machine 
operators in the field. It is difficult to find a land surveyor or a water conductor who knows 
his business. College graduates are often have to be re-trained to the right professions. 

So where is the vocational training? Why the labor market has not being reviewed? 
Unfortunately, no one has seriously asked themselves these questions yet. 

The Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education along with the Ministry of 
Employment and Labor Relationsshould undertake the measures to anticipate the demands 
of the real sector of the economy in personnel for at least 10-15 years ahead and arrange 
their training accordingly. 

Fifth, we need to undertake urgent measures to ensure employment and reduce 
unemployment. 

However, the question arose: what is the real number of unemployed ln our country? 
What is the percentage of the population engaged in the informal sector? How many of our 
compatriots went abroad In search of employment? 

We need to understand that one unemployed causes ten problems. If you try to assess 
the potential damage to the family, community, and society, you will see how thorny this issue 
IS. 

Substantive work has been done in the framework of this year programs •Every family 
is an entrepreneul'lt and •Youth is our future-. The population, especially young people, are 
provided with greater benefits in order to support their initiatives and business startups. 

We will further extend them comprehensive assistance next year and will take under 
strict control the implementation of these programs. 

We will be able to solve not only economic, but also many social problems if we develop 
business activities and Initiative of our youth, teach them to manage financial resources 

Sixth, we have to enhance the work on the construction of affordable houses on 
updated model projects in rural areas and apartment houses in cities. 

Virtual reception receives a lot of appeals and complaints from remote regions of the 
country about the quality of these houses. 

Taking Into account the requests and wishes of citizens, we recently adopted a program 
providing measures to scale up and improve the quality of housing construction for socially 
vulnerable groups of the population. 

The heads of departments responsible for the implementation of this program must 
conscientiously consider the execution of the tasks assigned to them. 

Dear compatriots! 
Over the past two years, 90 laws and over 2,000 decrees and resolutions have been 

adopted, aimed at the realization of constitutional rights and freedoms, improvement of the 
living conditions of our citizens, solution of the problems accumulated over many years. 

It should be noted that 20 percent of more t han 13 thousand tasks defined in the 
adopted acts of the legislation were not fulfilled in a timely manner. This indicates that the 
Cabinet of Ministers and heads of a number of state and economical departments, as well 
as local hokimiyats, are irresponsible in this matter. 

We must drastically reduce the number of unnecessary meetings in the Centre and 
local authorities, from which people are already tired, and to do more practical work to 
achieve concrete results. 
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Based on the goals and objectives of our reforms, I think the time has come to radically 
reconsider the activities of the cabinet of Ministers in order to turn It Into a truly supreme 
body of executive power. 

I would like to note that in no country deep socio-economic reforms were carried out 
easily and quickly. 

It should also be openly said that reforms are not to the liking of some officials, 
accustomed to think and work in the old way. After all, changes, updates, you see, disturb 
their peace and measured existence. 

However, reforms are a requirement of life itself and cannot be stopped. This truth must 
be deeply grasped by the leaders of all levels. 

Dear participants of the meeting! 
It is known that the organization of control over the implementation of laws is among 

the constitutional powers of the Chairman of the Senate and the Speaker of Legislative 
chamber. But, unfortunately, we do not see drastic changes in the activities of Parliament in 
this direction. 

This year the Senate sent only 2 parliamentary requests to the state authorit ies and 
officials, and the Legislative chamber-3. 

We consider it as an achievement that reports of the leadership of central authorities 
and regions are heard at the parliamentary meetings. But the question arises: if the leaders 
reported at the Parliamentary hearings, what decisions has the Parliament made and sent 
for execution based on the results of the hearings? Have measures been taken with regard 
to Ministers or Khokims (Mayors) whose activities are considered unsatisfactory? 

Where, finally, is a clear position of the people's representatives? 
For example, what senator or deputy sent a request to the leadership of the Ministry of 

Finance or the State Tax Service (State Tax Committee), inquired about the state of 
implementation of the Concept of improving tax policy? 

The main drawback - the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) has not become the arena of debate 
on topical issues of the country's development 

In this regard, I consider it appropriate that the houses of the Oliy Majlis shall not be 
limited to reviewing the implementation of laws and hearing reports from leaders, but also 
should put into practice a systematic study of the state of affairs with direct field visits and 
the development of appropriate proposals. 

In their turn, citizens should also feel their involvement in the ongoing reforms. Only In 
this way we will achieve our goals and accomplish the tasks we set ourselves. 

In th is process, the role of strong and effective public scrutiny is extremely important. 
Therefore, we decided to create a •Public Opinion• portal next year. 

We all well understand that in the implementation of public control mass media play an 
important role. 

I constantly monitor their activities. Unfortunately, in newspapers, on television and 
radio, critical articles and programs about the essence of reforms, problems related to the 
execution of adopted laws and decisions, investigations on appeals of citizens - very rare 
phenomenon. 

And yet. mass media are called upon to become real advocates of the interests of the 
people in the process of transformation. To do this, they must have determination and 
professional skills, objectivity and the ability to deep analysis. 

In order to increase the effectiveness of the ongoing radical reforms, we need to 
implement the following tasks. 

First, the parliamentary requests of the houses of the Oliy Majlis and the parliamentary 
hearings should be turned into a powerful means of ensuring the implementation of laws 
and decisions, the effectiveness of reforms. 
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Second, it would be worth. if the deputies and senators during field trips systematically 
and deeply study the problems that worry the population and put forward relative tasks 
before the government and local authorities, demand their solutions as well as take concrete 
measures on the perfection of legislation. 

Third, I think the t ime has come to give up the practice of adopting sub-legal acts and 
make laws of the direct action. 

For example, nowadays there are 8 laws, 14 decrees and more than 100 sublegal acts 
apply, that regulate relations in the sphere of foreign investments. 

However, it is not important for local and foreign investors how many decrees and 
ordinances are adopted, more important only clear and effective work of the whole system 
in this sphere. 

I would request our esteemed deputies to become more active, take initiative in their 
hands on the elaboration of the draft laws. They should not be a third party observers, but 
initiators and authors of laws. It is what the electorate/ voters - our people are waiting for. 

We need immediately to form a list of laws that lost their meaning and adopt laws of 
direct action on the basis of deep critical study of existing problems, taking Into account up­
to-date world practice. 

Fourth. creation of any law or ordinances demands deep analysis of the existing 
problems in one or another sphere, study of advanced experience, in a word, painstaking 
work. 

We should not to forget that the improvement of living conditions of our people - is the 
final goal of the adoption of legislative acts. 

The key matter is timely bringing of its essence and meaning to the people in charge 
and the population, maintaining their inexpressibly realization. We need to strengthen the 
role of justice bodies in this matter. 

Dear compatriots! 
Any law, besides its introduction of certain right, imposes also obligations. The basic 

Law of our country imposes citizens to observe the Constitution and laws, respect the rights, 
freedom, honor and dignity of other people. 

The formation of the legal awareness and legal culture in the society depends first of 
all on the environment and education. 

I will give one example. In the city of ca1gary in Canada that counts more 1 million 
vehicles during 10 months of the year of 2018 10 people have died in the road traffic 
accidents. For comparison, in our country where there are 2,5 million units of vehicles in 
total, during 10 months of the same period over 1600 people have died on the roads. Isn't 
it a tragedy, a big loss? 

We raised the responsibility for t he traffic offence. Is it enough to solve the problem? l 
think not. The cause of such offences is connected with the problems of legal culture. 

Until we do form a high legal culture in our society, do not put an end to such 
phenomenon, offences of law will continue. 

Respect of law is being educated on the basis of legal awareness and legal culture of 
our people. In other words, some abide by the law out of tear of being punished; others 
respect the law thanks to gained education in childhood. 

That is why we must at first place to conduct a wide explanatory work among the 
population, especially youth , on the legal matters. Simply speaking we must teach our 
children from the yearly years to understand what is right and what is wrong, whereas we 
ourselves must be example for them. 

Surely, lesions on the subject of •law• are in the school curriculum, but they are pro 
forma conducted, an educative meaning of the law recedes into the background. A 
systematic propaganda of legislative acts is not arranged by responsible bodies. 
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We need to increase the legal knowledge of the population in order to promote the 
content of laws by effective methods, using the capabilities of educational institutions, the 
media, Internet resources, literature, art, religious agencies. 

Unfortunately, we often start talking about the Basic Law only when there is 10-15 days 
left before Constitution Day, although the study of the Constitution and the underlying ideas 
should be a continuous process. 

You, probably, recall that many years ago the Oliy Majlis adopted a resolution on 
extensive study and promotion of the Constitution among the population. 

However, over the past time, many changes have occurred in the socio-political and 
economic life of our society. It is necessary to update this resolution, to bring it in line with 
modern requirements. 

In a word, every article of our Constitution should become a rule of life, a guide to action. 
To do this, we need to create effective mechanisms for systematic study of the Basic Law in 
schools, universities, communities and labor collectives. 

We must create in our society a legal culture in which respect for the Constitution and 
laws, respect for rights and freedoms, the honor and dignity of a person will not be an 
obligation, but an integral part of everyday life. 

In general, our citizens should not only not violate laws, but also be interested in their 
observance. I want to draw your attention to one more question. 

Unfortunately. our society has not yet completely gotten rid of dependent moods. 
Each of us needs to realize: in order to live well, first of all you need to work hard and, 

in addition to understanding rights and freedoms, deeply feel your responsibility. Affirmation 
of this Important principle In our life depends only on us. 

No matter how lofty and difficult our goals may seem, we have every opportunity to 
achieve them. The source of strength and energy on this path is the rich spiritual heritage. 
the creative potential of our people. 

We will continue, by uniting the efforts of the whole society, to direct our knowledge, 
experience and resources to ensure a prosperous life in the country, the future of our 
children. The issues of strengthening peace and stability, the rights and freedoms of citizens, 
the comprehensive support of the younger generation in their striving to acquire modern 
knowledge and professions, the realization of their talents and abilities will continue to be at 
the center of our reforms. 

In foreign policy. we will cherish and develop friendly relations and cooperation in al l 
spheres with the countries of the near and far abroad, primarily with our neighbors. 

Taking this opportunity, let me sincerely welcome the distinguished ambassadors of 
foreign countries participating in today's solemn event. representatives of international 
organizations, and wish peace and well-being to their countries and peoples. 

Dear friends! 
The history witnesses that comprehensively developed generation Is a buttress of great 

future, the creative labor of the people is a buttress of prosperous life, and the friendship 
and cooperation are a guarantee of prosperity! 

These most Important and time-honored principles inspire and mobilize us to achieve 
yet new horizons. 

Dear compatriots! 
I once again cordially congratulate you on the Day of Constitution of the Republ ic of 

Uzbekistan. I wish you, all our entire nation a sound health, happiness and kindness. new 
successes and best of luck! 

Thank you for your attention. 
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BY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Dear readers! 

We are presenting you the first edit ion of the 
journal "The Strategic Issues of Security and 
Development~ of the Institute of Strategic and Regional 
Studies under the President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. Publication of the lnstitute's printed journal 
became highly demanded when large-scale reforms 
initiated by President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in the 
framework of the Development Action Strategy in five 
priority areas of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017-
2021 started. 

In 2017, by overcoming a difficult historical period 
of state building after the proclamation of Independence, Uzbekistan entered 
a fundamentally new era of development, aimed at building a free, democratic rule of law, 
strong civil society and market economy. In a very short time, the processes of modernization 
and liberalization have acquired a dynamic and co1nprehensive character in all spheres of 
public and political life of the country. 

It is no coincidence that systemic changes in the largest country in Central Asia, 
bordering with all the states of the region, including Afghanistan, started attracting the close 
attention of international policymakers, academia and experts circles. According to their 
assessment, with the adoption of the Strategy of Action, Uzbekistan entered a new era, which 
actually marked the end of the post-soviet period of the country's development. Reforms 
have taken Irreversible character. 

Today we are the witnesses and participants of 
significant transformations in the country. The goal of 
the implementing the principles are "Human interests 
above all ," "Not the people serve the state bodies, but 
the state bodies serve the peoplep, which are at the 
center of all reforms. 

\Villi rhe ltdoptlon of rhe Srrorcgy of Acrlon, 
UZbck1s1an entered a new era, which 
actually mat1<ed Ille end of Ule PoSt ·sovlet 
period of the counrl)"s developmenr. 
Reforms have oecome Irreversible. 

First, reformed the state apparatus system: government, ministries, departments and 
industries have been reformed, which has allowed them to reconfigure their functions, 
improve the efficiency of government institutions. and improve the business environment. In 
2017, the Concept of administrative reform and the Road map for the iniplementat ion of its 
provisions were adopted. An important step was the introduction of the policy of 
decentralizing power by transferring executive authority from the center to local authorities 
and citizens' self-governing bodies. 

At the same time, the key principles as defined following: openness of the activities of 
state authorities and administration, the dialogue of the state with the people, the 
responsibility of state bodies and officials to citizens, the inevitability of punishment for 
corruption offenses. In January 2017, it was adopted the Law "On countering corruption" 
and consistent large-scale work started in improving legal awareness in society and 
intolerant attitude to various manifestations and forms of corruption. 

Second, the judicial-legal system has been reformatted. For the first time in this process 
both national NGOs and reputable international organizations played an important role. The 
main goal of common efforts is to ensure the true independence of the courts, strengthening 
the principles of the rule of law in the country. 
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Legal and control mechanisms are being introduced to ensure the protection of the 
rights and freedoms of citizens in judicial and investigative activities. Torture and other 
inhuman, cruel, degrading punishment and treatment are eradicated. Courts obtained the 
right to issue sanctions to search and record telephone conversations. Temporary detention 
facilities, pre-trial detention facilities and penal institutions are equipped with video 
recording systems. 

Third , in a short t ime introduced the system of free conversion of the national currency, 
the state's presence in the economy is being reduced gradually, and the investment climate 
has been improved totally. Despite the high speed of reforms, financial and macroeconomic 
stability is ensured, economic growth is sustainable, well-being of citizens is increasing. Due 
to the full support of small and medium-sized business, private entrepreneurship and private 
property, the middle class is strengthening. 

The processes of modernization and diversification of national economy have entered 
the active phase, increasing their competitiveness through effective technological renewal, 
by the introduction of modern forms of strategic planning, innovative ideas on development 
Into the government system. Agriculture is developing intensively, the transport and 
communicat ion infrastructure is being improved the geography and structure of exports to 
world markets are expanding. The government is working on forming modern, competitive 
tourism industry, which is designed to become a strategic sector of the national economy. 

Economic reforms are already giving the initial results. In particular, according to the 
World Bank's Doing Business 2018 report on reforming the system of job creation, 
Uzbekistan entered the top ten reformers to create the most favorable conditions for doing 
business. The ongoing reforms allowed Uzbekistan to become a leader among the countries 
of Europe and Central Asia to improve the business environment and simplify business 
conditions. 

Fourth, increase the level of employment and incomes of the population, the 
modernization of the social protection system, the improvement of the state youth policy are 
the priority tasks of reforms in the social sphere. Transformations are carried out under the 
acknowledgment of the immutable truth: "people want to see positive changes in their lives 
today, not tomorrow, not in the distant future". This policy ls distinguished by a strong social 
protection of vulnerable groups of population, providing them with a decent level of housing 
and social conditions. 

Due to this, the image of the cities and villages of the country is changing day by day. 
At the same time the outlook of our citizens are changing with a strong confidence to the 
future. 

Particular attention is paid to the solution of problems of improving the accessibility 
and quality of education and health care, the full developrnent of the educational and 
scientific potential of society, by taking into account international standards. Considering the 
fact that a significant part of the country's population is young people (about 60%), the 
priority of social policy is to growing up a physically healthy young generation with stable life 
guidelines in the spirit of patriotism, religious tolerance, respect for laws, national and human 
values. 

Fifth. the key task in the area of internal security is to ensure the inter-ethnic harmony 
and religious tolerance. Uzbekistan is a country, which is historically located at the 
crossroads of world cultures, civilizations and religions. Over the centuries, values and 
traditions based on inter-ethnic and interfaith tolerance have been formed here, which has 
become a characteristic feature of modern Uzbek society, an integral part of the culture and 
mentality of the people of Uzbekistan. 

The government implementing a systematic policy in the field of interethnic and 
interfaith relations, considering it as one of the key factors of stability, security and 
sustainable development, ensuring human rights and freedoms. 
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It is no coincidence that the Republic of Uzbekistan is among the few countries of the 
post-soviet space, where did not arose any conflict on inter-ethnic or interfaith bases during 
the years of independence. In Uzbekistan, more than 130 ethnic groups with various 
religions live in peace and harmony. More than 2.200 organizations of 16 religious groups 
and confessions carry out their activities in a country, which have predominantly Muslim 
population (93%). Citizens of our country - representatives of various ethnic groups are widely 
represented in central and local authorities of the country. Among them are senators and 
members of parliament. 

Large-scale transformations in Uzbekistan are carried out by considering the rapid 
changes in the world, which is acquiring intensive, less manageable and unpredictable 
character. The system of international relations is going through the period of profound 
transformation, along with a number of disturbing trends, such as: 

- the growing geopolitical confrontation for spheres of influence and natural resources, 
the arms race and militarization, the confrontation in cyberspace; 

- the expansion of the spectrum of threats of international terrorism and extremism, 
the aggravat ion of interethnic and interfaith contradictions, the strengthening of xenophobia 
and aggressive nationalism; 

- free interpretation and selective application of generally accepted principles and 
norms of international law, reducing the effectiveness of multilateral institutions and 
mechanisms designed to ensure international peace and security; 

- aggravation of the problems of food, energy and environmental security, which 
causes to the growth of strategic tension and turbulence in distant and neighboring regions 
of the world. 

Against this background, large-scale reforms are being carried out in Uzbekistan in the 
military sphere. In January 2018, a new Defense Doctrine of Uzbekistan was adopted, which 
ensured the openness of the country's defense policy for the first time. The document 
establishes the fundamental principles of ensuring security in the military sphere on the 
basis of adherence to the norms of international law, policy of peace and cooperation with 
all countries, primarily with neighboring states. The principles of non-participation in military­
political blocs and operations abroad, and the prevention of the deployment of foreign 
military bases and facilities on its territory are preserved. 

The main priority of Uzbekistan's foreign policy is Central Asia. As President 
Sh.M.Mirziyoyev noted ~central Asia Is a single organism that for centuries had a common 
geographical, economic, and cultural space. Our main goal is turning Central Asia into a 
stable, economically developed and prosperous region jointly" . 

In a short time, an active and productive 
dialogue of Uzbekistan with the neighboring countries 
of the region was developed following the principles of 
good neighborliness, mutual trust and respect, and 
mutual interests. Mutually beneficial solutions have 
been achieved on a number of actual issues related 
to water use, demarcation and delimitation of 

In a short 1/me, an ac1/ve and productive 
C1/atogue of U1be1<is1an wllh tile nelgflboring 
countries or the region was developed 
following lhe prfnclples of good 
nelghbOrllness. mulual rrusr and respect 
and mutual Interests. 

borders, the resumption and expansion of transport links, trade relations, and interregional 
cooperation. The leaders of the countries of the region showed the unprecedented readiness 
to eliminate all the conditions and prerequisites that fueled the conflict potential in Central 
Asia. The open, constructive and pragmatic foreign policy of Uzbekistan has created a 
fundamentally new, strategically crucial situation in the region. 

Uzbekistan, not in words, but in facts, proactively involved in laying a solid foundation 
for turning Central Asia into a zone of stability, sustainable development and good 
neighborliness. 
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The agenda proposed by Tashkent for the countries of the region is seen by the 
international community as a platform for changing the logical essence of regional 
cooperation towards its development and strengthening the geo-economic role of Central 
Asia in the world. 

I 
• 

The adoption of a special resolution of the UN General Assembly HStrengthening 
regional and international cooperation to ensure peace, stability and sustainable 
development in the Central Asian region" on June 22, 2018 by the initiative of Uzbekistan 
was a significant indicator of broad support by the international community. This is the first 
UN document that presents the overall consolidated position of all five Central Asian states 
on the most acute problems of the region, ranging from environmental challenge and issues 
related to water use, to counteracting international terrorism and religious extremism. 

Other initiatives declared by the President of Uzbekistan at the Samarkand 
International Conference in November 2017 ~central Asia: Shared Past and a Common 
Future, Cooperation for Sustainable Development and Mutual Prosperity~ received similar 
support. Tashkent's strategic proposals, which laid the foundation for a viable and efficient 
model of cooperation in the region, includes the launch of a mechanism for consultative 
meetings of the heads of Central Asian states, the creation of a Regional Economic Forum, 
the establishment of the Association of Regional Leaders and the business communities of 
the region. 

Today we can confidently assert that the "Samarkand consensus" reached by the 
countries of Central Asia during this conference was the starting point not only for 
"resetting" Intergovernmental relations in the region, but also entering the fundamentally 
new dialogue areas, qualitatively new Interaction with International community. Moreover, 
for the first time, Afghanistan actively involved in regional cooperation processes, as 
evidenced by the results of the high-level international conference "Peace Process, Security 
Cooperation and Regional Co Collaboration" held on March 27, 2018 by the initiative of 
President Sh. M. Mirzlyoyev. 
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The new regiona l dynamics in Central Asia has given a powerful impetus to the 
multidimensional international cooperation of Uzbekistan with the foreign partners. Opening 
its enormous potential, the Republic of Uzbekistan is becoming one of the most attractive 
political and economic partners for the CIS countries, Asia , Europe and America, international 
organizations and financial and economic structures. 

The results of the foreign visits of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev since the beginning of 
2017 and the bilateral talks at the highest level in Tashkent confirm that the world 
community welcomes and supports Uzbekistan's foreign policy on building and 
strengthening a balanced, mutually beneficial and long-term cooperation with leading 
countries of the world. Moreover, in a short period more than 400 international agreements 
and contracts worth about 100 billion dollars were signed in the trade, economic, investment 
and financial spheres. 

Based on its strategic priorities in domestic and foreign pol icy, Uzbekistan is 
consistently developing and deepening multifaceted cooperation with highly reputable 
international and regional organizations - the UN. OSCE. SCO, CIS, OIC, IMF, WB, EBRO, ADB. 
IDB and others. 

The international community looking with optimism about the long-term development 
prospects of the Republic of Uzbekistan and regional cooperation in Central Asia. 

There is a clear understanding among foreign political and expert-analytical circles, that 
only a stable. dynamically developing and prosperous Uzbekistan can become a reliable and 
long-term partner. 

Having begun unprecedenced reforms 
within Che framework of the Stracegy of 
AcliOn. Uzbekistan progressJve/y becomes a 
modem compelllJVe slate. capable, on lhe 
one hand. of responding effectively 10 modem 
challenges and threals and making full use of 
all the opportunities offcre<t by globalizadon 
processes. on the other. 

By launching unprecedented reforms within the 
framework of the Strategy of Action, Uzbekistan 
progressively becoming a modern competitive state, 
capable on the one hand effectively responding to 
modern challenges and threats and making full use 
of all the opportunities of globalization processes. It 
is precisely in this respect that the relevance of our 
publication lies - a comprehensive. in-depth analysis 

of the strategic issues of security and development trajectory of Uzbekistan, which depends 
largely on the strategic future of Central Asia - a hub region in the vast expanse of Eurasia. 

In this context, the main mission of the ISRS journal is to provide information and 
analytical support for the internal and foreign policy of Uzbekistan by creating an open 
discussion platform for presenting and discussing a wide range of processes, trends and 
forecasts, assessments and research results. The target audience of the journal includes 
experts of expert-analytical and academic profile, as well as representatives of government 
bodies, business, the public, the student community and the wide audience of readers 
interested in the issues of domestic and international politics of Uzbekistan. 

We hope that the magazine as an effective platform for fruitful exchange of advanced 
knowledge and experience, constructive discussions, presentation of innovative 
assessments and approaches will make its worthy contribution to the consolidation of the 
efforts of Uzbekistan's specialists in the information and scientific and methodological 
support of the processes of economic and political modernization of our country. 

With regards and best wishes, 

Vlad/ml r Norov, 
Director of the Institute of Strategic and Regional Studies under the President 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
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REFORMS IN UZBEKISTAN: 
ASSESSMENTS OF FOREIGN EXPERT COMMUNITY 

The First Address of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev, to the 
parliamentarians of the country, rated as "historical· and ·new strategic vision~, is aimed at 
forming a new image of Uzbekistan in the international arena. 

The main provisions of the Address and ongoing reforms have provoked a widespread 
response among representatives of the diplomatic community, various international 
organizations and financial institutions, the world's leading media and the expert-analytical 
community. On the whole, it is noted that Uzbekistan, thanks to the initiatives of the President 
of the country Sh. Mirziyoyev, has managed to achieve breakthrough results in a short time both 
in the sphere of democratic modernization of the country and in the field of international 
relations. 

According to the Founder of the Institute of Central Asia and 
the Caucasus at J. Hopkins University (USA), Frederick Starr, •in a 
broad sense, the Address of the Head of State ls a comprehensive 
vision of the development of Uzbekistan as a modem nation with 
a global competitive economy and an open system of 
government•!. 

Mathias Dornfeldt, Director of the European Institute for 
caucasus and Caspian Studies (Germany) research center 
{Germany), calls the address of Sh. Mirziyoyev to the parliament a 
•revolutionary step•. According to him, the President of Uzbekistan 
• presented the idea of the need for radical reformatting of all 
areas of life of Uzbek society,• while receiving• strong support of 
his compatriots and great respect from leading politicians of the 
world•2. 

According to Li Xin, Director of the Center for Russia and 
Central Asia of the Shanghai Academy of International Studies 
(PRC), ·The Republic of Uzbekistan under the leadership of Sh. 
Mirz!yoyev has embarked on the path of innovative development 
aimed at a radical improvement in all spheres of state and society• 
3 

• 

• http:/ / jallonnews.ul/ru/•ktualno/ 124/ 46245/ 
• http:/ / ulbck•Slil n. lv/ prcobta:rovanrya·v-Uzbeklstane-v-oconkax .. nosuannyx-ekSl)enov/ 
' http:/ fv.ww.uzbel\lstan.1\(1/~1.htm 
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The Deputy Director of the Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic 
Studies under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Sanat 
Kushkumbayev emphasized that the new vision and the proposed 
transformations are not tactical, but strategic. 
According to the expert, economic changes, which have become one 
of the cornerstones of the new policy of Uzbekistan, are of particular 
interest; environmental initiatives in the Aral Sea region. a region 
critical for Kazakhstan; serious efforts to preserve and popularize 
Islamic culture in the region. as well as foreign policy pursued by the 
administration of Sh. Mirziyoyev. focused primarily on Central Asia. 

According to the expert of the Institute of Oriental Studies of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences, PhD in History Science, Professor 
Irina Zvyagelskaya, •the message aims to shorten the inevitable 
period of uncertainty as much as possible and clearly identify 
priorities and methods for ach ieving the stated goals•. According to 
her, the need for new impulses for the development of the count ry 
means for the legislative, executive and judicial authorities the need 
to move away from the usual stereotypes. start changes from 
themselves (which is always especially difficult) and offer a clear, 
comprehensive and long-term program of action. The message of 
the President can be considered such a program. 

The role and significance of the address to highlight reforms in 
the judicial system are also noted by the Head of the NGO Regional 
Dialogue (Slovenia) Myusa Sever. According to her, • the utmost 
importance in the speech of the Head of State is an idea of 
strengthening the role of the defense in court proceedings. Without 
an increase in the skills and knowledge of lawyers, their revitalization 
during procedural hearings, one cannot expect a fair and effective 
administration of justice,., 4 

Andrea Mogni, Research fellow of the European Institute tor 
Asian Studies, notes that Shavkat Mirziyoyev launched the process 
of the Central Asian •Revival•, which has a positive effect on society, 
economy, culture, art, national and regional security and 
international relations. 

• https;//www.ulbelllstan.de/ru/nadll'IChlen/na<:hrfctnen.aktuetV&Q.11<1-i<OMMetm<PYIOT·flOCAllH~-npe3tt.eetfllt')'36ellMCl'lllHC1~'1-MaJ1CA11cy 
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UZBEKISTAN IN INTERNATIONAL RATINGS 

• Uzbekistan is placed to the second rank among the fastest growing countries in 
2017 In the ranking of the World Economic Forum. based on the latest edition ot the World 
Bank's Global Economic Perspectives. 

• According to the World Bank, in 2017 Uzbekistan entered the top ten countries 
that signlflcantly eased business conditions. 

• According to the Doing Business 2018: Reforming for the Creation of Jobs report. 
Uzbekistan ranked 74th among 190 countries, Improving Its ratlng by 13 positions than 2017. 
Uzbekistan has also entered the top ten reformers to create the most favorable conditions for 
doing business. 

• The scale and effectiveness of measures taken In order to create a favorable 
business environment is confirmed by a significant improvement in 6 out of 10 indicators of the 
World Bank Doing Business 2018 report. 

• In the last Financial Times ranking. Uzbekistan ranked second place In terms of 
Improving the business climate · this indicator improved by 23.59 points against the background 
of a total 63.03. The Financial Times considers Uzbekistan one of the leaders in the field of 
improving the business climate in 2017 in the post.Soviet space. 

• In the Financial Times ranking of 2017, Uzbekistan was In 2nd place in the list of 
hot destinations for tourism. This ranking was based on a survey of tourism Industry leaders, 
including owners and managers of Wild Frontiers, KE Adventure Travel, Discover the World, 
Ampersand Travel, Oetker Collection. Red Savannah and Cazenove and Loyd. 

• According to the UN's e-government rating, Uzbekistan has the largest growth. In 
the new rating of the "electronic government~ of the UN, Uzbekistan entered the top ten 
countries of the world, which most noticeably improved their "electronic government" systems, 
and rose immediately to 20 points. 

• According to the rating of the Italian newspaper i1Sole24ore, Uzbekistan became 
the most attractive country for travelers from the Eurozone. Rating called "Affordable vacation? 
Seven places where the euro still has weight~ compiled by experts of the newspaper and the 
international company LG. 

• According to the rating of countries of the world In terms of living standards, In 
2017 Uzbekistan was ranked 74th among 142 countries of the world. 

• According to the survey of the American company Gallup International, the citizens 
of Uzbekistan feel most protected compared to other CIS countries. In the Index of Law and 
Order, the rating of Uzbekistan indicated 95 points. That is. according to this indicator, the 
country became the first in the CIS and the second in the world. 

• According to surveys of the American company Gallup "World law and order index", 
Uzbekistan Is on the 2nd place in the world in the rating of safe countries. This survey was 
conducted among more than 136 thousand residents of 135 countries to determine the level of 
crime in the areas of residence and the reliability of local law enforcement. 

• According to the annual Global Firepower rating, the Armed Forces of Uzbekistan 
in 2017 occupied the 48th fine In the world ranking, remaining the most powerful army in Central 
Asia. Among the CIS countries. Uzbekistan is second only to Russia (2nd position) and Ukraine 
(30th row). 
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Annotation 

ISSUES OF INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT 

UZBEKISTAN: STRATEGIC CHANGES 

Abror Yusupov 
Head of Department, the Institute for Strategic and Regional 
Studies under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

This article analyzes the strategic changes taking place In Uzbekistan. The author describes in 
detail progressive Ideas and hlstoricaf actions of the government in Che fleld of public poficy, creative 
models of the country's economic devefopment, as we// as assessments of foreign experts and 
reputable international institutions on the positive changes achieved. 

Progressive Ideas and breakthrough act.ions 
Today it is noticeable that the updated course of the state policy is "imbued" with progressive 

ideas and real actions. The development of the country's economy is viewed through the prism of 
improving the welfare of the people. This becomes one of the key factors in the context of carrying out 
the large-scale reforms. and this, experts say, enables the leadership of Uzbekistan to minimize risks 
from structural changes in the economy, avoid recession, ally government agencies and the population 
in achieving strategic goals and priorities. 

In the second year of the implementation of the The c0<nerstone or me successive reforms in 
Strategy of Actions on the five priority areas of Uzbekisl8n implemented In 811 spheres of cne life 
development of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017- of soclery and the state ore. oboVe 811, ensuring 
2021 it is more clear the desire to create the new image the Interests of the peopte, creating decent 

conditions for a prosperous life of people. 
of Uzbekistan. There are tendencies on strengthening At the same time. 1arge.sca1e programs 
democracy in the country, many initiatives are raised inl11atedbytheteadersn1pofthecoun11ytake into 
by the citizens themselves, the decisions are taken 8ccoun1 roo current situation In !he gJobal 

through a wide public discussion. There are changes in economy. 

critical thinking of people and their attitude to the 
reforms, social activity increases. the civic position and awareness of involvement increases in making 
socially important decisl.ons. 

As a result. today many citizens of the country offer their innovative Ideas put forward relevant 
proposals on a particular socially significant issue. 

Jn this regard, there is a process of institutionalizing the dialogue of the state with the people, 
including civil society,1 as well as the implementation of the principle of feedback, the analogy of which 
can serve as a model to apply in order to improve business sphere. For example, while improving the 
quality of company's services, It is necessary to receive some feedback from its customers constantly 
in order to know about the existing problems and solve them In lime. This is the most effective way of 
marketing research in dealing with customer complaints. which ultimately ensures the company's 
prosperity. The study of citizens· appeals, organization of the socio-political dialogue of the government 
and society are the same marketing research strategy of a socio-political nature. 

As a result. today many citizens of the country offer their innovative ideas, initiate relevant 
proposals on a particular socially significant issues. In this context, the activities of the Virtual Reception 
Offioe of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan (pm.gov.uz) deserve special attention. 

Jn a short time. it has become one of the main and effective tool for establishing direct dialogue 
with people, an indicator of effectiveness of government agencies and local authorities, a deep analysis 

• 1nsutu1lonilllmuon of lM sune·s dla!Oguo With the people. lnctua;ng ciYll SOC101y. Implies hotllonUll re1a1lon1> baS«I on 1110 ~tementauon of 
an equal bilateral dletoaue interecoon between the subjeas. 
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mechanism of complaints to take immediate action to them. Since its opening on 24 August. 2018, 
more than 2 million complaints have been received from the population, out of which 97 .2% found 
their solution. This Work indicates the adherence to implementation of the principle of "the 
responsibility of state bodies and officials to the public". 

In 2018. new forms of communication were introduced into the process of dialogue with people. 
An updated version of the Virtual Reception Office of the President of Uzbekistan was launched. In 
particular, such new types of communication as "Online Consultant", "Frequently Asked Questions·, 
·eontact Heads of Government Agencies·. "Schedules for Reception of Citizens by Heads of Ministries 
and Agencies and Referral to them", "Addresses of People's Reception· started their activity. 

An important Innovation in the Virtual Reception has become the "Report on the Persecution~ 
module. which created to protect the rights and freedom of applicants. Now, if someone is persecuted 
for sending a comment statement or complaint, he can quickly report it by pressing a special button. 
Such messages will be reviewed quickly with the involvement of law enforcement agencies. 

For citizens in order to express their civic position online, it was created 
a special web page "My opinion• (meningflkrim.uz). As an advanced 
mechanism of democracy, a procedure for making a collective electronic 
appeal has been introduced. Public initiatives that have received support from 

:-:~ MENINO 
~ FIKRlM 

more than ten thousand citizens of the country are obligatory for consideration .......... 
by the Parliament. ..... ~ 

According to experts, effective mechanisms of interaction between government agencies and 
citizens have appeared in Uzbekistan. This has become the driver of the domestic po/fey of President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev. 

Thus, the ongoing domestic policy, as well as the observed changes in the country, indicate a 
desire to move to a new stage of development of the public administration system. One of the key 
principles of this model Is to establish a new type of interaction between the state and the population, 
in which the government recognizes serving the people as its main function. 

Towards a creative model of economic development 
The analysis shows that if the main trend of 2017 in Uzbekistan was "dialogue with the people·. 

then in 2018 the focus moved on the transition to the innovative economy. 
Announcing 2018 as the "Year of support for active entrepreneurship, innovative ideas. and 

technologies,· the head of state gave a clear signal that in the face of fierce competition in the world, 
only the presence of high innovative potential ls an important condition for the country's economic 
growth in the 21st century. In this regard. the Ministry of Innovation Development has been created, 
with specific tasks. In particular, this authority is called upon lo play the role of locomotive in the 
implementation of the most important projects not only in the economic sphere but also in daily life of 
the whole society. 

In the Address to the Parliament, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev declared how he understands the 
active entrepreneurship. According to him, "this is a direction in the economy when business activity is 
organized on the basis of innovative, modern approaches, advanced technologies, and new 
management methods. The President stressed out that "the priority task should be the provision of full 
support to entrepreneurs, in particular. in creating favorable conditions for the importation and 
Introduction of high technologies and the new scientific achievements into production·. This means 
the "transition to Innovative development aimed at a total Improvement in all spheres of the life of the 
state and society~2. 

The active economic agenda initiated by the leadership of the country implies diversification of 
the economy, restructuring of agriculture and the expansion of foreign economic relations. In order to 
implement the objectives in this direction, new measures are being taken in Uzbekistan in order to 
develop a creative economy based on innovative development and accelerating economic growth 
rates. 

The basic idea of a creative economy is to create new industries and products (both goods and 
services) that would ensure not only export growth but also the creation of new high-quality jobs. It is 
designed to create a favorable investment climate, to promote the growth of share of modern 
technologies and science in the national economy, the development of the social sphere, the 
modernization of the education system, etc. 

' The same source. 
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At the same time, the engine of the creative economy is the creative class, which in turn depends 
on personal development, self-realization and the manifestation of individuality. 

The creative economy also involves active participation of citizens 
in the development of new products and services through support for 
start-ups (start-up - new business projects. original business ideas. and 
models), new types of entrepreneurship, cooperation of research 
institutions, universities and industrial enterprises. 

Currently, start-ups are actively introduced and are popular among 
young people in the country. There is a "Program to support youth start­

up initiatives", in which participate more than a thousand students from all universities of Uzbekistan. 
The scope of projects are very broad, but the most popular areas are e-commerce, education. 
communication and navigation technologies, transport and road infrastructure, as well as medicine 
and biotechnology. 

In order to achieve the goals in this direction, the important organizational and legal measures 
are being taken in the country. 

In particular. a solid legal base has been formed and the necessary conditions have been created 
to support business entities. The Guarantee Fund for the Development of Small Business and the 
Institute of the Presidential Representative for the Protection of the Rights and Legal Interests of 
Entrepreneurship Entitles (Business Ombudsman) carry out their activities. 

According to experts, the turning point in the 
financial and economic sector of Uzbekistan in 2017 was 
the liberalization of monetary policy. The Decree of the 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan on priority 
measures to liberalize monetary policy of September 2, 
2017 noted that aexcessive administrative regulation in 
the sphere of currency circulation created an ineffective 
system of benefits and preferences for individual 
industries and economic entities and violated the market 
principles for competition. Moreover, it has become a 

The German magazine ·~vostok ·. among the 
achieved posftive changes, highlights the 
gradual ellmlnarion of Ddmlnlstrallvc barriers 10 
do business, Ille abolition of all cypcs of 
unscheduled Inspections of buSiness enliries. 
Simplificallon of the process of Issuing loans ro 
small and private entrepreneurs. as well as the 
creation of Ille ins111ution of Ille Plenipotentiary 
under the President to protect their rights and 
1egi11ma1e Interests. 

containing factor for attracting foreign investment, increasing exports of goods and services, and of the 
country's development"3. This decision is primarily aimed at reducing the share of the "shadow 
economy". as well as achieving a positive impact on most of the key economic indicators. According to 
experts of international financial institutions, despite certain risks, including currency risks. the 
country's banking sector managed to minimize them, compensating for its own assets4

• 

Another important aspect of the economic agenda was the development of the •eoncept of 
reforming the tax system of the Republic of Uzbekistan• project aimed at reducing the tax burden, 
reducing the VAT rate, unifying and eliminating a number of taxes and obligatory payments, as well as 
measures lo Improve tax administration in generals. This document assumes a simplification of the 
sophisticated tax system: reduction of the number of taxes, tax regimes, unification of tax payment 
rules for different categories of taxpayers. simplification of tax calculation methods. categorical 
rejection of individual tax benefits. 

At the same time, in order to create favorable conditions for active inflow of foreign investments, 
to Increase the production of export-oriented products In the regions of the country free economic 
zones (FEZ) were created. Today, investors can open production in the FEZ "Naval", "Angren•, "Jizzakh". 
"Gijduvan•, "Urgut•, "Hazorasp•. "Kokand", as well as in several specialized production of 
pharmaceutical products. sports goods, breeding fish zones. 

At the same time, the cluster system approach is being actively implemented in almost all areas. 
In particular, clusters are created in such areas as agriculture, tourism, industry, textiles, etc. In order 
to strengthen the cluster policy, a Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan adopted 

10ec1ee oC the President ol 11\0 ReJ>ublk: or Uzoo111stan 'On prlOfoty measures to llberahze mone1ary OOllC)I' dated September 2. 2017. / 
ht\l>V' / lex.UZ/docs/3326423 
•Moody's on trends in the banking S)'Stem of Uzbekistan / http://finanoe.ul{111dell..php/ru,lfuz.,,,.nu-b11nes-ru/2506-moody.s.o-tendentsi)'akh­
v·blnk0\'Skoj slstemc·ud>~klSl.8na 
The concept of relorm.na the ta~ system of the Republlc of UZbel<lslan http:/ ttaxreform.reau1111oon,p .ul/ 
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·on Measures to Create a Modern Cotton-Textile Cluster in the Syrdarya Region"6. As international 
practice shows, the development of a cluster as a new form of economic management, economic 
interaction and relations allows achieving a certain socio-economic effect. It contributes to the growth 
of the level of production, innovation opportunities, economic sustainability, social guarantees for the 
population and increases the competitiveness of the real sector of the economy to stimulate new 
organizations and firms. The renewed internal and external progressive policy of Uzbekistan has rallied 
the state and society to achieve a common goal - to make people's lives better. worthier, to ensure 
peace and prosperity in the country. The internal transformation, undoubtedly, reflected in the actions 
of the state in the foreign policy arena, riveting the attention of the wide world community. Assessing 
the role of the country in the international arena, foreign observers write that Uzbekistan started the 
policy of open doors and has great potential in this area. 

Foreign specialists and media are most impressed 
\Yith the new economic policy of the Uzbek leadership, 
aimed at further strengthening macroeconomic stability 
and maintaining high economic growth rates, enhancing 
its competitiveness. modernizing and intensively 
developing agriculture. continuing institutional and 
structural reforms to reduce the state's presence in the 
economy, further strengthening the protection of the rights 
and the priority role of private property. stimulating the 
development of small business and private enterprise. 

Experts say that the reforms will advance Uzbekistan 

The Influent/al American analytical 
magaZJne The Narfonal lnceresc als-0 pubflshed 
material on reforms In Ull>eklscan. tr hlghllgllts 
the lmPortance of tile decisions •10 weaken 
currency contrOI and rile uansformalion of tile 
Uzbek sum into a fully convertible currency". In 
2017 there was a surge In foreign trade of the 
republic wltt1 nelghbOtfng countries, numerous 
tmnsacrlons Oetween Uzbek businessmen and 
foreign companies wonh bflllons of <roflars 
were concluded. 

to create its new image, and in this context, they urge the world community to pay attention to the 
breakthrough development observed today in the country. In this regard, they believe: if Uzbekistan 
succeeds in reforming statehood, the republic can become a ·1aboratory" of reforms7• and its best 
practices will be studied and applied by other developing countries. 

According to experts, the intensification of Uzbekistan's policy in the international arena, some 
•external players want to see Tashkent as a moderator of their dialogue with Central Asia8 • It is noted 
that official Tashkent proceeds exclusively from its own national interests. "Remains on its own. Neither 
prc:>-American, nor pr<:>-Turkish, nor pro-Russian - only and exclusively pro-Uzbek". It is alleged that "in 
this process, Tashkent is an independent entity that takes into account the interests of all external 
actors. but focuses primarily on the interests of Uzbekistan". 

Thus, a number of large-scale projects have been implemented in Uzbekistan over a short period 
of time. dozens of programs have been initiated. and favorable conditions are being created for foreign 
investors. In this context, we can say that the past year and a half have become a kind of ·awakening 
of consciousnessN for many Uzbeks, a time of strategic changes for the country as a whole. 

'ResolutlOl'I of the President of the Repubuc of Ulbektstan of 15.09.2017. ~-3279 ·on measures to create 11 modem oonon·1e1t11le duster 10 

lhe S)·rdarya regoon hllp: I /leic.ul/doe$/33S2681 
1Thc same sou1ee. 
•i.Pankratenko. \YPIO ere YoU with. Tashkent?/ www.ng,ru,/dlpkurer/2018~28/1l....7233_tashl<ent.html 
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Annotation 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE 
ARE THE MAIN PRIORITIES OF THE REFORMS 

Timur Akhmedov, 
Head of Department, the Institute for Strategic and Regional Studies 
under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

This article analyzes the current social policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan. developed and carried out In the 
context of ongoing reforms In the country In the field of health care, education. and social support to the poorest 
segments of population. It was noted that its relevance, focus, and validity on the principles of humanism and social 
justice. 

According to the International Labor Organization (ILO), today only 45% of the world's 
population has access to social protection. At the same time, 29% of the world's population uses 
comprehensive social security services; 68% of people of retirement age receive elder-age 
pension. 56% of the world's population is deprived of opportunities of health care, which is 
especia lly true for rural residents. These facts indicate that i t is vital for each country of the world 
to address the issues of improving the effective management of the social sphere. 

International practice shows the conjugacy of a market economy with a set of problems: 
the differentiation of society, inflation. unemployment, decline of living standards, Including the 
incomes of population. In this context, one of the leading principles of renewal and development 
of Uzbekistan is based on the implementation of a strong social policy at all stages of 
transformation. According to this, every year about 60% of the state budget goes to the social 
sphere: education, health care, social protection of the poor layers of the population, culture. 

It should be noted, that today there is a need in the transition to move to a qualitatively 
new level of social policy in order to improve social protection mechanisms. In this regard, social 
sphere is among the main priority areas of Strategy of Actions. We should note that special 
emphasis paid on the needs of population, strengthening social justice and increasing the 
welfare of people, when developing appropriate measures in this direction. 

A special role in the implementation of these tasks paid to the mechanisms of direct 
dialogue with the people · the Virtual Reception and the Peop1e·s Reception of the President of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Due to this, based on the number of appeals and proposals of citizens, a list of priorities in 
the social sphere was formed, the distinguishing features of the Implementing reforms in the 
social sphere were identified, implementatlon mechanisms are defined in three key areas: 

The first is improvement of living conditions of population, especially low·lncome people 
segment. In this direction, measures are being taken to meet the housing needs of the 
population. In 2018, it Is planned to provide about 1.5 thousand apartments for young families. 
3 thousand apartments for people with disabilities, 100 apartments for military personnel. In 
rural areas, more than 20 thousand houses with all the necessary conditions will be built at 
preferential prices and loans. 

Compared to previous years, the volume of house construction has increased significantly. 
For example, this indicator has increased by 20 times compared to 2007. by 3.5 times to 2010, 
and 2 times to 2014. At the same time, taking into account the needs of population, the criteria 
for obtaining concessional mortgage loans were updated. According to the new system, a list of 
individuals with disabilities who need to improve their living conditions has been compiled. 
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4 billion 210 million sums were allocated to provide these people with an opportunity to 
obtain houses (apartments). Due to such assistance, during 2018, 385 disabled citizens will 
receive modern housing. 

In addition, by the decision of the President of 
Uzbekistan the conditions for mortgage to purchase affordable 
housing were changed on July 18, 2018. Until the 1 January, :..-~~~==~ 
2020, the mortgage will be issued for 20 years with a 3-year 
refinement period and an interest rate of 7% per annum for 
the first 5 years, and later - at the Central Bank's rate. 

Young families, residents of old houses and other 
categories of citizens who need housing improvement, in order 
to buy apartments in cities, will be decreed 15 % initial credit by the government. 

At the expense of the state budget, the Council of the Federation of Trade Unions and the 
Makhalla Charitable Foundation (in equal shares}, gratuitous assistance will be provided to 
families living in difficult conditions, and for people that are caring for disabled. In 2018. on 
average 10- 25 low-income families from each district and city will have an opportunity to repair 
their houses. 

On average, up to 70 families from each region of the country will receive household 
appliances (gas or electric furnaces. refrigerators, sewing machines) or one unit of cattle during 
2018-2019. 

The second is improving the system of providing population with medicines at affordable 
prices. Solving this issue, it is planned to build and open 2 thousand social pharmacies that will 
have to provide population with high-quality medicines at a low price. Currently, there is an 
automated system for registering medicines in public medical institutions and social pharmacies, 
a special public commission has been formed to monitor problematic issues in providing 
population with medicines. as well as collecting and analyzing opinions. feedback and 
recommendations of citizens on this issue. The main task of the commission is to identify the 
reasons for possible increase in the cost of medicines. 

• 

According to the National Vaccination Calendar, 
children receive the prophylactic vaccination against 12 
controlled infections at the expense of the state. The cost of 
vaccines against infectious diseases is fully covered by the 
state budget. At the same time, vaccination coverage in 
2017 reached 99.5%, as a result of which Uzbekistan was 
recognized by the World Health Organization as a territory 

• free from measles and rubella. 
It should also be noted that the state pays special 

attention to preservation and modernization of the system of free medical care. In this regard, 
the activities of screening centers focusing on maternal and child health care, are radica lly 
revised. By the end of 2018, on the basis of 46 district and city medical associations, It is planned 
to organize inter·district perinatal centers, which will be provided with modern medical 
equipment and staffed with qualified personnel. 

In addition, as part of activities to provide targeted assistance to the low-income part of 
population, an average of 6 families from each district and city will be reimbursed for medical 
services in case serious diseases and lack of funds for treatment are identified. 

The third is educational system reform. The result of transformations in this direction was 
the formation of a system, including the regulation and control of the functioning of preschool, 
general education, and higher education entities. 
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In this regard tOhe Ministry of Preschool Education was 
established. Given the urgency of raising children from an 
early age, strengthening the material and technical resource 
base of this sphere, a network of private kindergartens is 
being formed in the country. At the same time, they are 
granted significant benefits. According to the Decree of the 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On measures to 
further stimulate and develop the system of pre-school 

education~ (2018), pre-school educational institutions established on the basis of a public· 
private partnership, who are free from paying taxes (for 10 years), customs duties (for 2 years). 
They take land for (for 30 years) their buildings at "zero" cost by the government. 

These measures will reduce the fees in private kindergartens, specifically for those from 
low-income families. and expand the coverage of children with pre-school education. 

A number of innovations have been introduced in the educational system. Responding to 
the proposals of the general public education, taking into account the wishes of parents, 
teachers, and pupils, the 11-year general education system restored. At the same time, in order 
to minimize possible "gapsn in the vocational education of young people, conditions were created 
for students of 10-11 grades to acquire professional skills. A special curriculum has been 
developed, in which one day per week is devoted to vocational training. 

Graduates of the 11th grade with a certificate will be issued a state document (certificate), 
giving the right to be employed. Thus, the transition to eleven-year education contributes to the 
process of mastering the profession. In order to further support the training of high school 
students, appropriate training facilities have been established at colleges across the country. 

Today, schoolchildren study more than 50 professions, e.g. a mechanic, a driver, a cook, 
a pastry chef. a barber, a carpenter, a painter. In turn, vocational colleges are reoriented to 
educating narrow-profile specialists with special training. 

The reforms have also affected the higher education system. The changes in this sphere 
primarily aimed at establishing transparency and social j ustice during the organization of 
entrance examination process to expand the enrollment of young people in higher education. In 
order to implement these tasks, the President of Uzbekistan adopted a Resolution · on Improving 
the Procedure for Conducting Entrance Tests to the Bachelor of Higher Educational Institutions 
of the Republic" on October 16, 2017. 

The normative legal act stipulates that from the 2018-2019 school year, the entrance 
examinations to higher educational institutions will be held from August 1 to August 15 in 
allocated spaces. The exam process will be monitored online. The results are scheduled to be 
published the day after the test. This measure should contribute to ensuring the transparency 
and openness of the examination process for public, including parents of applicants. 

Enrollment to universities in the subject area of culture. design, sports, visual and applied 
art, architecture, music and art history will be conducted through creative exam tasks without 
any tests. At the same time, the government of Uzbekistan plans of to further expand public 
access to higher education. The program for integrated development of higher education system 
for 2017- 2021 has been approved with the amount of financial resources about 1.7 trill ion 
sums. By 2021, an increase in the quota of admission to universities by 18% is envisaged. 

Thus. the reforms being carried out in Uzbekistan in the social sphere, In health care, 
education and the provision of social support to the low earning segments of population not only 
preserve the principle of humanism, but also gave effective results. In this case the main 
guideline is addressing attention to each person, his daily needs and concerns and that is why 
the ongoing transformations receive recognition and popular support by the population. 
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IMPROVING PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION IN UZBEKISTAN 
IN THE INFORMATION EPOCH 

Annotation 

Alisher Nizamov, 
Deputy Head of the Centre, 

the Institute for strategic and regional Studies 

The article deals with the issues of improving public administracion, modernizing all spheres of activity of 
state and public institutions in Uzbekistan through developing Information and communication technologies. As It 
Is noted that the pos/clve results of measures taken by the Government on the formation and development of the 
Information society. The author identifies current problems in this direction that require an early resolution. 

The intensive development of information and communication technologies "challenges• 
the classical methods of state and public administration, highlighting the issues of 
modernization in all spheres of activity of state and government institutions. The use of ICT 
achievements in the improvement of the management system contributes to the accelerated 
adoption of political, economic and social decisions on the acute problems of public and state 
life. Uzbekistan also is actively implementing the achievements of ICT in the system of state and 
public administration. 

The start implementation of practical measures using digital technologies. especially in 
dealing with citizens' appeals in 2016 was a breakthrough for Uzbekistan. The Virtual Receptions 
of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan laid a stable foundation for the use of ICT in public 
administration. It has become a kind of trend for the exchange of information in •online dialogue• 
between the population and the state authorities and administration. 

The experience of the Virtual Reception showed the need to develop a strategy for creating 
a state management system for creating the information society and to meet the information 
needs of the population, the achievement of which is due to the implementation of the Strategy 
of Actions which envisages a number of major tasks for the development of the information 
technologies sphere. In the framework of the Action Strategy, the Concept of Admin istrative 
Reform of the Republic of Uzbekistan was also adopted specifying several important tasks: 

• further implementation of thee-government system and modern ICTs in the activities of 
executive branch at all levels in order to streamline administrative procedures, automate 
management processes, create an effective information exchange system for timely and 
adequate response to emerging challenges and problems at the territorial level and the country 
as a whole: 

• ensuring the transparency and openness of the activities of the executive branch, 
introducing modern forms of providing information to individuals and legal entities, eliminating 
excessive administrative costs in the interaction with society and business. 

The innovation in the j udicial-legal system of Uzbekistan was the introduction and 
consolidation at the legislative level of the practice of making petitions by the population (e-civil 
society) on topical issues for consideration by the country's parliament. 
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By December 1, 2018, it is planned to launch a pilot project "Electronic Criminal Case"' to 
introduce a protected system that allows to conduct criminal proceedings in electronic form and 
the exchange of information by inquiry bodies between prosecution authorities, courts and penal 
enforcement agencies, as well as other organizations when conducting legal proceedings, 
including through the integration of information systems and databases, automation conducting 
statistics on criminal cases. 

Republic of U1bekislin 
Number of rtcepoon offices: 108 

~rg~n;i l\Pgion: 20 N;imanc~n ~· 13 

NiVoly lltglon· 11 

Sirdarya f\eaion: 17 

Khore1m Region: 13 

Andl[n n Region. 17 Jina Ith Region: 1'1 

Karaltalp~kstao: 16 

Since 2013, the introduction of "E-SUD" e-justice system 
into the civil courts has shown its positive results. Today, the 
system successfully operates in all 75 civil courts of 
Uzbekistan. 

A new step in the use of ICT achievements in the 
provision of services to the population can be considered the 
introduction of a pilot project ID-civil passport cards of 
residents of Tashkent. ID-cards will contain a single 
identification number of each citizen, his personal data for 
identification in order to obtain public services. 

The country has begun a gradual implementation of the 
Safe City Concept, the purpose of which is to integrate and 

For 2017 through rhe Information 
sys rem of etecrronlc jusllce •£..suo·: 
• 442.4 1housan<1 app1.ca1i0ns \\ere 
filed, including lawsu11S, which IS 40% 
of all considered cases: 
• The B'lerage number of visits 10 

courts was reduced from 6-7 to 2-3 
limes, doo 10 which rhe partJes' 
expenses decreased by 10%: 
• 3 lhollSand women from the most 
remote regions of the country were 
pos/1/vely resolved through the courts 
disputes relared co the recovery of 
allmony for minor children. 

automate information systems for receiving and registering reports of crimes and incidents sent 
to the on-call and dispatch services of emergency operational services of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, Ministry of Emergency Situations. the city of Tashkent, and other ministries and 
departments, in a single duty dispatching service ·112•. The project initially consists of five 
elements: public safety; monitoring compliance with the rules of the road; Fire safety; ambulance 
system; emergency assistance. The last stage of the project •safe City" should cover the whole 
country by 2023. 

Moreover, by 2025 it is planned to implement an innovative project "Innovative Smart City" 
in the city of Nurafshon. Tashkent region. The ·smart city .. will be built utilising and merging new 
technologies, eco-city systems and traditions of Uzbekistan. 

By the end of 2018. the relevant ministries and departments of Uzbekistan plan to 
implement the · smart Medicine" Concept in the country and create a · center for Unified Medical 
Information· within its framework, the main objective of which is to offer maximum convenience 
for the population of our country. 

This Concept allows for early detection of diseases and remote treatment of patients. It \viii 
assist, to raise the level of qualification of doctors and the material and technical equipment of 



medical institutions introducing the system of electronic (online) management in medical 
institutions. 

At the government level, a number of decisions have 
been taken regarding the proper provision of electronic 
public services to the public. In particular. a single portal of 
interactive public services has been created, providing about 
400 types of services. There are Public Service Agencies 
under the People's Reception Office of the President of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan in districts. cities and regional 
centers that provide 58 types of public services according to 
the "one window" principle. 

Currently, 114 government agencies have electronic 

The nrs1 pllo1 phase of 1he projecr 'Safe 
C1ry•1s designed for201 7·2019. \Vilhin 
rhe frarrnMork of Ille prOJecl. 11 is 
planned 10 lnsrall oYer 16 thousand 
Video cameras In Tashkent Al lhe 
second s1age In 2019-2021. · 'Safe 
ciry· will be lmplemen1ed In regional 
centers and major cllies of UzbekJslan. 
Ar the 1h1rd stage · 2021- 2023. will 
COlll)r the whOle coun11y. 

portals, of which 79% have mobile apps, which creates additional convenience for the public. In 
addition, the possibility of subscription is implemented on the websites of ministries and 
departments, allowing users to automatically receive newsletters of current news. 

In the framework of the Strategy of Actions the existing system of "Open Data" is being 
improved, a special portal of the same name has been created. Current ly, 129 state, public and 
private organizations provide information to Internet users. The portal contains 3,705 types of 
"open data", the amount of downloaded information from the portal is 3 million downloads. 

The government takes measures to expand administrative and technical capabilities for 
the development of the •information society•. This includes reducing the cost of Internet services 
and improving their quality. These measures take into consideration the increase amount of 
Internet users in the country, which by the beginning of 2018 amounted to 20 million in total, 
increasing annually by 5.3 million (or 36%}. In 2017, the cost of 1 MbiVs Internet decreased 
more than twice from $ 76.6 to $ 30.2. 

These measures contributed to the raise of the possibilities of Uzbekistan 's population 
effectively use the virtual space. Creation and active implementation of effective e-government 
mechanisms, expansion of openness of the activities of state bodies pave the way for the 
formation and development of e-civil society in the country. 

In this context it is appropriate to point to an active use of social networks as a tool 
(channel) to contact with population. In this direction in Uzbekistan, as well as throughout the 
world, the following these trends: 

firstly, the activity of state bodies in social networks is constantly increasing; 
secondly, the observance of transparency through the use of social networks creates the 

condition for "virtualization" of dialogue between officials and Internet users around the world; 
thirdly, this practice becomes a convenient format for the t imely communication of state 

bodies with the "electronic civil society"; 
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fourthly, the social networking platform becomes a source of its own information, intended 
both for the media and general public. 

Speaking about the peculiarities of formation of 
the information society in Uzbekistan, one should 
also take into account that the share of young people 
from the total population of the country is more than 
63%, while about 75% of young people use social 
networks and instant messengers. The increase of 
the influence of the Internet on mind and value 
orientations, especially of young people, their civil 
socialization it can be predicted that the impact may 
be both positive and negative. This raises a problem 
of information-psychological protection of society to 

As pare of lhe lmplemencauon of che Srrategy In 
201 7. t he Sca re Program ·vear of Dialogue with 
the Pee>ple an<J Human Interests· a<Jopce<J 29 
laws and over 900 olher 1ega1 acts aimed a l the 
devefopmenc of all spheres of state an<I public 
life. In 2017-2021 It is planned 10 Implement 
sectoral programs. providing for a tocal of 649 
investment projects worth $ 40 bllllon. As a result, 
1n the next five years. the production of in<lustnal 
goods will Increase by 1.5 times. Its share In GOP 
wlll grow from 33.6% to 3696, the share of the 
processing Indus If)' to 85%. 

ensure the security of information and Information systems in the country. There is a Center for 
Information Security and Assistance in Ensuring Public Order, as well as "UZCERT~ - the 
Information Security Incident Response Service whose tasks are to reduce the level of 
information security threats for users of the Uzbek national segment of the Internet. To this end, 
UZCERT assists domestic and foreign legal entities and individuals in identifying, preventing and 
suppressing illegal activities directed against information systems and resources of the UZ 
domain. The government pays great attention to the improvement of information and 
communication technologies in all directions. In particular, in February 2018. the President of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev initiated activities aimed at further improvement of 
the ICT management system, expanding the range of electronic public services and developing 
the telecommunication infrastructure in the country. 

To follow these the government takes the responsibility to adopt the ICT development 
program in the country's regions for 2018-2020. to solve the following tasks: further 
development of the infrastructure to take advantage of ICT capabilities; improvement of the 
mobile communications quality; increase in the level of Internet access; increase in the 
Integration of information systems of state bodies; development of the software development 
industry. 

The President of Uzbekistan also paid attention to insufficient implementation of advanced 
information and communication technologies in foreign policy and foreign economic activity, the 
development of tools of "digital diplomacy". which is a key element in international relations, 
since its main purpose is to promote the foreign policy interests of the state. 

Despite the fact that there are already positive results from the measures taken by the 
state to form and develop the information society in the country, there are some tasks of national 
importance that need to be addressed as soon as possible. These, in particular are: 

• Improvement of legislation aimed at ensuring informational, ideologica l and 
psychological protection of society, its spiritual and moral values when using information and 
communication technologies, Improving the culture of behavior of the population (Internet users) 
in the virtual space, as well as protecting state interests in the international information space; 

• adoption of a strategic conceptual document on the gradual establishment and 
development of the information society in Uzbekistan and the national digital economy; 

• development of the national information software that meets international standards to 
protect information and national information and communication systems from external cyber­
attacks; 

• act ivating the work of state and economic management bodies through the use of 
information and communication technologies in their activities. especially local government 
bodies. 
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THE BASIC TRENDS IN CENTRAL ASIA 
NEW POLITICAL DYNAMISM IN CENTRAL ASIA: 

SECURITY ISSUES AND PROSPECTS FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION 

Rustam Khuramov, 
Head of the Department, the Institute of Strategic and Regional 

Studies under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Annotation 
The article examines lhe Issues of regional security and prospects of coopera1/on between the countries of 

Central Asia In the context of a new world order. As factors of sustainable development and security lhe author 
conslders preservation of geopolltlcal balance In Central Asia; developmen1 of mul1fvarla1e system of transport and 
communication corridors; cardinal Increase of efficiency of counteraction to terrorism and rellglous extremism; the 
solution of the Afghan problem; settlement of problems of fair water use and ecology In lhe region. 

Under the influence of globalization, structural changes are taking place in the modern 
system of international relations, and political and economic interdependence between countries is 
growing rapidly. Under these conditions, the development of the international political situation is 
becoming intense, practically uncontrollable and unpredictable. The range of threats to regional 
security and stability is expanding. including terrorism. religious extremism, drug trafficking and 
transnational crime. The problems of food, energy and environmental security in some regions of the 
world are being exacerbated. Moreover, the growing gap between rich and poor countries is 
escalating inter-ethnic and inter-religious tensions. 

The rapid changes taking place in the modem world. the growth of challenges and threats, 
and the escalation of tensions in various parts of the world require the Central Asian states to pay 
close attention to ensuring security at the national and regional levels. In particular. geographically 
surrounded by four nuclear powers - Russia. China, India and Pakistan, Central Asia is in close 
proximity to today's major hot spots of armed conflict and frozen conflicts. 

At the same time, according to experts, the situation in the neighboring and remote regions. 
where armed confrontation continues, the growing scale of challenges and threats of terrorism and 
religious extremism, drug trafficking and organized crime will systematically affect the stability and 
security in Central Asia. In this regard, the security of Central Asia is an integral part of global security. 

As President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev stated that "Central Asia is a single organism 
that has had a common culture for centuries. Historical community, linguistic similarity, common 
traditions and customs give us enormous opportunities to be together and to build our common 
future together, to tum Central Asia into a stable, economically developed and prosperous region." 
Meanwhile, the ability of the Central Asian countries to work together with a view of ensuring peace, 
stability and prosperity In the region will largely determine the dynamics of the most important 
processes in Eurasia. The States of the region, aware of the indivisibility of security and the common 
historical destinies of the peoples living in Central Asia, are making concerted efforts at both the 
bilateral and multilateral levels to ensure peace and stability in Central Asia. 

The status quo in Central Asia can be described as favorable for the development of 
multifaceted and mutually beneficial inter-state cooperation between the countries of the region. 
Thus, over the past two years, the political dialogue at the highest level has significantly intensified, 
interdepartmental and inter-regional relations of neighboring countries have improved. as a result of 
which there is an increase in trade and economic relations. But most importantly, a new impetus has 
been given to the process of solving long-standing regional problems. 
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The pundits say that 2017-2018 will 
remain in history as the years of the beginning 
of a new era in the interstate relations of the 
Central Asian countries. Thanks to the political 
will and active strategic actions taken by the 
leaders of these neighboring states. the region 
has begun to show new signs of Political life, 
and the level of Political trust among the 
countries of Central Asia has increased 
significantly. Moreover, in a very short period of 
time, a completely •new Political atmosphere• 
has been created in the region, which 
contributes to strengthening contacts in all 
areas and reducing conflict Potential in the region. 

l oday ~-

'( '~ ' 

On this occasion, the Vice-President of the American Foreign Policy Council I. Berman notes 
that the main driving forces of the current changes taking place in the region are ~he peaceful 
transition of Power in Uzbekistan in 2016 and the new large-scale economic reforms initiated in the 
country by the President Sh. Mirziyoyev." Uzbekistan's open, friendly and pragmatic regional policy 
has contributed to the creation of a fundan1entally new situation in Central Asia. The countries of the 
region have begun to talk less about differences. increasingly focusing on the need to find sound 
compromises on critical regional issues. 

Having a common border with all Central Asian States, including Afghanistan, Uzbekistan is 
objectively interested in turning the region into a zone of stability, sustainable development and 
good-neighborliness. Economically prosperous and safe Central Asia is an absolute imperative for 
Tashkent However, as repeatedly stated by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. 
Mirziyoyev, the main priority of our foreign Policy is Central Asia region, which is associated with the 
country's national interests. In his speech at the meeting of the UN General Assembly in September 
2017. declaring the main directions of modern foreign Policy of Uzbekistan, he stressed the 
strengthening of interstate contacts and initiated the organization of the summit of the Heads of 
states of Central Asia. 

Practical confirmation of the priority of the Central Asian direction in the foreign Policy of 
Uzbekistan is the concrete political and diplomatic steps which have already taken towards 
deepening relations with all countries of the region in all spheres of cooperation. The new regional 
course of Uzbekistan has become a timely and effective response to the long-overdue issues of 
regional rapprochement, restoration of trust and mutual understanding, as well as prompts solution 
of the accumulated problems on the basis of reasonable compromises and taking into account the 
interests of all parties. 

A lucid example of this was the first consultative meetlng of the heads of state of Central Asia, 
which was held on March 15 this year in Astana, during which the parties discussed many 
problematic issues of the regional agenda. Such areas of cooperation as trade and economic, 
transport and communication, cultural and humanitarian spheres have received a new impetus, and 
the solution of the issues of delimitation and demarcation of state borders has significantly 
advanced. In 2017, the trade turnover of Uzbekistan with the countries of the region increased by 
20%, and with individual States · by 70%, for the 1th half of 2018 - by 50%. 

The improvement of trade and economic relations between the countries of Central Asia 
contributed to the increase of investment attractiveness not only of the country, but also of the region 
as a whole. In particular, in 2017 alone, Uzbekistan and foreign countries signed more than 200 
international agreements, as well as contracts and agreements worth about $ 60 billion. 

For the first time in 26 years. an Agreement on the state border between Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan was signed, providing for the delimitation of 85% of state borders. Following the visit of 
the Head of Uzbekistan to Tajikistan in early March this year, the parties approved the Agreement on 
certain sections of the Uzbek-Tajik state border. 
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As the expert on Central Asia E. lemon noted, the resumption of air transport lines and the 
simplification of the visa regime will undoubtedly improve the lives of the population of the border 
areas. and, in particular, favor the economy of Tajikistani. 

Owing to their launch, it is possible to 
implement the idea of creating a transport and 
communication highway on the route "Uzbekistan­
Turkmenistan-Caspian Sea.South Caucasus• with 
access to Baku - Tbilisl-Kars and the black sea 
ports of Georgia, Turkey, Romania and other 
States. In addition, after 20 years of negotiations. 
significant progress has been made in the tuA:ICEY 

construction of a railway connecting China and 
Central Asia through Kyrgyzstan. In the 

GEORGIA 

implementation of this project, the delivery time of goods will be reduced by 7-8 days, the length of 
the route from East Asia to the Middle East and southern Europe-by 900 km. 

Important agreements on the formation of the trans-Afghan transport corridor along the 
Mazar-e-Sharif-Herat route were reached during the visit of the President of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan in December 2017. The new highway is a continuation of the first railway line "Hairaton­
Mazar-e-Sharlr built by Uzbekistan earlier and will provide access to the sea ports of Iran and 
Pakistan. 

The strategic importance of the above projects lies in the fact that they can be integrated into 
an extensive network of transport corridors •One Belt, One Road• and provides access to promising 
markets in almost all directions, including in the Indian Ocean. 

In this context, the adoption of the resolution "Strengthening regional and international 
cooperation in order to ensure peace, stability and sustainable development in the Central Asian 
region• by the UN General Assembly is essential. At the same time. it should be noted that the draft 
of this document was developed by Uzbekistan together with neighboring countries of Central Asia. 
In addition. 55 states co-sponsored the resolution. 

A new level of political confidence in the region gave a powerful Impetus to the development 
of public diplomacy institutions. cultural ties, and expansion of contacts between border regions, 
parliamentarians. public organizations and citizens. In this vein, experts note that the problems of 
Central Asia can be eliminated through increased regional cooperation2. 

According to experts, a new complex of regional security is being formed in Central Asia. In 
the meantime, the conditionality of the content of regional security by the relations of the states of 
the region is emphasized. Thus, the expert from Uzbekistan I. Bobokulov notes that regional security 
is "the awareness of regional States of the unity of their destinies, the commonality of existing 
threats. problems and interests"3. 

At the same time, with the formation of a new world order, on the one hand, favorable 
opportunities for regional cooperation are opening up: on the other hand, direct and potential 
challenges and threats to its implementation are increasing. In these circumstances, the following 
factors are the main motivators for sustainable development and security in CA. 

First, maintaining the geopolitical balance in Central Asia is a fundamental condition for 
ensuring regional security. The peculiarity of external actors in the region is characterized by the 
existing different levels of correlation of political, economic and military-strategic interests between 
them. 

· The Ccnttat ASlan and CllUCUSGS AnalySt. OClollet 19. 2016. ·s.gns d iml)fovmg telallOOS oetween U~klStan and Tajolustan llul tensions 
1ema•n". Edward Lemon 
hlt'(1$://~nalyst.0tf/publocaloons,/en11fy\a~ilftides/•tem/~f.fmPfOV'nt-1etat10ns-be1 ... -een-uzbeklslan•ndtaf1kislan·but· 
tcnsions-remarn.hlml 
• 0.plomet. Sej>tembef 30. 2017. ·umetdstan in Ille SPOll•glu The~e1of Ccnttal Aslil has turned Its focus to multllaletal 1c&10nal COOl)elll110n", 

Cethefine Putz 
https:/ / thed1plomat .OOm/2017 /09/uzbekisWn~n-lhe-spotli&hV 
, UOHlpaAl>llaA A31tA H KllOIC83. TOM 15, O...ll)'CI< 3. 2012 rQA. •UOH~JI A3MR KOK KOMl'lll(!l(C l5e300~H: fOOPKA H npallll1Kl1 .. 6o6oKyMl8 
11 .H 
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While building relations with major powers. Uzbekistan essentially proceeds from the fact that 
the development of relations with one state should not prevent the strengthening of relations with 
other countries. Central Asia must become a region of dialogue and cooperation, not confrontation. 

According to the Concept of Foreign Policy. Uzbekistan pursues a peaceful policy and does 
not participate in military-political blocs, reserves the right to withdraw from any interstate entity in 
the event of its transformation into a military-political bloc. Uzbekistan does not allow the deployment 
of foreign military bases and facilities on its territory. 

Second, the development of a multivariate system of transport and communication corridors, 
ensuring stable access of Central Asian countries to foreign promising markets. The implementation 
of major Infrastructure projects in the transport and communication sectors, linking Central Asia with 
the world markets. will contribute to the development of interregional trade and economic 
cooperation, attracting foreign investment and advanced technologies, modernization of industrial 
infrastructure. 

Third, we need to fundamentally ameliorate the effectiveness of counteracting terrorism and 
religious extremism. There Is a necessity to put reliable barriers to the penetration of the ideology of 
radicalism into the public consciousness. Today, the wor1d community is realizing that one of the key 
reasons for the radicalization of citizens is ignorance and intolerance. In this regard, the most 
important task In leveling the challenges and threats of religious extremism and terrorism not only 
in CA, but also in the world is to fight for the minds of people. Most crimes of extremist activity and 
violence are committed by people under 30 years of age. 

The core task in this course is to bring about young people with the necessary conditions for 
their self-realization and to create a barrier to the spread of the "virus" of the ideology of violence. In 
order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the international community's efforts, the 
President of Uzbekistan at the 72nd session of the UN General Assembly initiated the adoption of 
the UN General Assembly resolution "Education and religious tolerance• and the development of the 
UN international Convention "On youth rights". 

Fourth, the conflict in Afghanistan remains one of the most acute regional and global 
problems, which has been going on for almost 40 years. The involvement of more and more forces 
in the conflict has led to an unprecedented escalation. It has ceased to be purely Afghan, becoming 
more and more a complex international problem. The expansion of the presence of international 
terrorist groups in Afghanistan, the ongoing violence and bloodshed, and the drug business - all 
these speak of the inadmissibility of ignoring the situation in this country by the world community. 

Fifth, the key tasks of ensuring stability in Central Asia include the settlement of problems of 
equitable water use and environment in the region on the basis of international legal norms that 
take into account the interests of all States in the region. Uzbekistan supports the UN draft 
conventions on the use of water resources in the Amu Darya and Syr Darya basins. 

Without appropriate consolidation, both at the regional and international levels, it is 
impossible to develop an adequate response to the Aral Sea disaster. 

Overall, due to its geopolitical and geostrategic importance. the region continues to be the 
focus of attention of the world community. It is noteworthy that today every country In Central Asia 
brings new conceptual emphasis to its policy in the region and is ready to play an actlve, creative 
role for its development. The states of the region are more focused than ever on consolidating efforts 
to improve their competitiveness on the world stage and strengthening the international political 
subjectivity of the entire region. Central Asia has all the necessary conditions for dynamic and fruitful 
cooperation both on a bilateral and multilateral basis. 

The existence of unifying factors in almost all vital areas is a reliable basis for the further 
development of regional cooperation and overcoming differences through joint efforts supported by 
the desire of peoples for peace, stability and prosperity. Moreover, the states of the region are aware 
that only by strengthening bilateral and multilateral ties in the region they can achieve their economic 
and political goals. Today, economically prosperous and safe Central Asia is an absolute imperative 
for all states in the region. Any major regional projects in the fields of transport. communications and 
energy cannot be implemented \V-ithout active cooperation, ensuring a high level of cooperation and 
mutual political trust. 
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ON THE SOLUTION OF THE AFGHAN CONFLICT 
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Annotation 
The article is devoted 10 the problems of settlement of !he situation Fn Afghanistan. the author analyzes The 

approaches of Uzbekistan to the issues related to ensuring Afghanistan's security and development through the 
prism of security and we/I-being of !he entire region. He highlights the main factors that contribute to Uzbekistan's 
efforts aimed at achieving peace and stab/Ii()' In the IRA, and disclose the terms of the commitment of Tashkent to 
the principle of lndlvlsfbflity of securily. 

Referring to Central Asia as the main priority of Uzbekistan's foreign policy, we also 
consider the development of relations with neighboring Afghanistan. Today, nobody can deny 
that the conflict in Afghanistan remains one of the hot problems of regional and international 
security. 

Analysis of the status quo in Afghanistan shows that the military and political situation in 
the country remains turbulent and controversial that is, evidenced by the strengthening of the 
military and political influence of the Taliban movement. the expanding influence of the so-called 
· 1s1amic state~, the deterioration of the socio-economic situation and the growth of narcotics 
production. 

Taking this into account, the current difficult situation in Afghanistan requires a thoughtful 
assessment of the internal situation and consideration of its solution is as followings: 

Flrstly, the results of the international community efforts, undertaken during more than 
three decades convincingly demonstrated that there is no military solution to afghan conflict 
The only way for establishing peace Is a direct dialogue between the opposing sides. 

At the same time, one Important thing is that the Afghans themselves should suggest the 
format of future negotiations, and negotiations should take place without putting forward 
preconditions by sides under the auspices of the United Nations; 

Secondly, today the Afghan conflict has become fully international, its content and 
structure have changed fundamentally. 

In this regard, in addition to form an intra-Afghan consensus, it is necessary to form a 
consensus at the regional level, as well as to develop an understanding and common approaches 
between extra-regional players. At the same time, the Afghan issue should not be in the 
international agenda on the "residual" principle because of the emergence of new ~hot spots" in 
various regions of the world; 

Thirdly, the most important condition for stabilizing the situation in Afghanistan, along with 
a political settlement, is integration of the country into international economic relations, including 
also to the regional economic processes in Central Asia. We should consider Afghanistan not as 
a problem, but as an opportunity, as a new prospect for mutually beneficial regional cooperation. 
All these meet the fundamental interests of the Central and South Asia countries, opening a 
strategic opportunity for realizing all existing potential in spheres such as trade. economic and 
cultural-humanitarian cooperation, ·breakthrough" in the field of transport communications. 

The development of the trans-Afghan corridor will have a positive impact on the access of 
the Central Asian countries to the ports of South Asia, the Persian Gulf and the Middle East. 
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In this context, Uzbekistan, considering the intensification of the political dialogue, trade­
economic and cultural-humanitarian cooperation as the most effective factor in the settlement 
of the situation in Afghanistan, takes concrete practical measures to intensify bilateral 
cooperation. 

During several meetings with leaders of foreign countries. including the President of 
Afghanistan, as well as in his speeches, the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev outlined that Uzbekistan remains committed to conducting a friendly and pragmatic 
policy towards Afghanistan. 

Thanks to the serious intentions of the parties to build constructive and friendly relations, 
over the past 2017 the cooperation of Uzbekistan and Afghanistan has received a new impetus, 
wh ich can be declared as unprecedented. 

High level contacts - meetings of the heads of states, ministries and departments have 
become regular. President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Afghan leader Ashraf Ghani 
met in the framework of the SCO and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (Astana) summits, 
the UN General Assembly (New York). 

In this context, it should be noted that the establishment of the institution of the Special 
Representative of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Afghanistan in May 2017 once 
again demonstrated the special relationship of the Uzbek leadership to the development of 
comprehensive relations with Afghanistan. 

Special attention was paid to the outcomes of the visit of Afghan President A.Gani to 
Uzbekistan in December 2017, during which agreements on the Implementation of the project 
for the construction of the Surkhan-Puli Khumri railway line and the Mazar-e Sharif-Heral railway, 
20 documents and 40 export contracts with more than 500 million dollars were signed. 

• During the meeting. as a sign of sincere friendship on 
behalf of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 25 
buses of "Isuzu~ brand and 3 modern tractors of "New 
Holland~ brand produced in Uzbekistan were donated to 
Afghanistan. 

Highlighting cooperation in energy sector we should 
note that compared to 2002. the volume of electricity 
supplies from Uzbekistan to Afghanistan increased by 30 
times. At the same time, since January 2018, Uzbekistan has 

lowered the price of electricity supplied to Afghanistan from 7 to 5 cents. In this vein, we are 
convinced that launching the Surkhan-Puli Khumri transmission line will help solve energy 
shortages and create new enterprises and jobs. 

Moreover, the construction of the new Mazar-1-Sharlf-Herat railway will also make a 
significant contribution to the econom1c reconstruction of Afghanistan. 

According to preliminary data, after the launch of the railway, the foreign trade turnover of 
the Afghanistan will increase by 50%, and the projected volume of cargo transit will be about 5 
million tons per year. 

As a result ot 2017. the volume of trade increased by 15%, amounting about 600 million 
US dollars. By the initiative of the President of Uzbekistan, in 2017. the roadmap was adopted 
on the development of cooperation, full implementation of which will allow significantly increase 
the trade turnover in the coming years bringing its volume to 1.5 billion US dollars. 

In order to create additional conditions for enhancing cooperation between two states, the 
international logistics center with a customs terminal was established in Termez. This ucargcr 
center" aims to facilitate export-import and transit traffic between two countries with access to 
the markets of Europe and Asia. 

Considering the key role of education of Afghan citizens in ensuring security and stability 
in Afghanistan the educational center was opened in Termez city in January this year where 
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Afghan youth will be trained in two, four and six-year full-time study 
programs in 17 subject areas of higher and 16 of secondary 
specialized education. During the opening ceremony of the Center. the 
first 110 Afghan students were enrolled onto the Uzbek language and 
literature course. In the nearest future, it is planned to increase the 
students number up to 300. 

A new impetus was given to the interaction between the law enforcement agencies of 
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan to discuss problems of regional security. In particular, in February 
of this year the first meeting of the Uzbek-Afghan joint commission on security issues was held 
in TashkenV 

Uzbekistan also takes specific political and diplomatic 
measures aimed at peaceful settlement of the Afghan crisis. 
The international conference on Afghanistan "Peace process, 
cooperation in the sphere of security and regional interaction~ 
was held in Tashkent on March 27 this year. 

The event attracted close attention of the majority 
representatives of policy making circles of foreign countries. In 
this regard, I would like to note that the proposal to hold an 

internationa I conference in Uzbekistan and the need to combine efforts aimed at ensuring peace 
and stability in Afghanistan are conditioned by the following factors: 

First, the Initiative to hold this conference is an integral part of Uzbekistan's overall strategy 
to ensure regional security and stability; 

Second, for thousands of years, the peoples of Uzbekistan and Afghanistan lived in one 
cultu ral and civilizational space. Today, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan have close political, trade­
economic and cultural ties; 

Third, Uzbekistan's commitment to the principle of indivisibility of security is vital. From this 
Point of view, we consider the security of Afghanistan as the security of Uzbekistan, the 
guarantee of stability and prosperity of the entire the region of Central and South Asia; 

Fourth, Uzbekistan has experience in promoting peace process in Afghanistan. In 1999, in 
Tashkent, by the initiative of the Uzbek side, the "6+2~ Group met bringing heads of foreign 
affairs agencies of the neighboring countries of Afghanistan, Russia and the United States. The 
representatives of the Northern Alliance and the Taliban movement were also participated in this 
meeting. 

Following the talks, the Tashkent Declaration on the Basic Principles for the Peaceful 
Settlement of the Conflict in Afghanistan was adopted. which became the only official document 
agreed and accepted by all domestic political forces of this long-suffering country, and approved 
by the UN. 

Within the framework of Tashkent Conference on Afghanistan participants of the event 
adopted the final declaration, which includes the following : 1) supporting the proposals of 
Afghan government on launching direct negotiations with Taliban without any preconditions; 
2) guaranteeing the inclusion of the Taliban in the political process as a legitimate political actor; 
3) adopting a "road map- by international community in order to assist the process of national 
reconciliation and socio-economic development in Afghanistan; 4) recognizing the importance of 
international and regional initiatives to ensure peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

In this context, we consider the active participation of the Indian delegation with the head 
of the state foreign minister Mubashir Dzhaved Akbar at the international conference on 
Afghanistan in Tashkent, to be an important factor in consolidating the efforts of the international 
community in establishing peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

As possible areas of interaction in the Afghan direction, I would like to note the following: 
The first factor is India's participation in the construction of the Mazar-i.Sharif -He rat railway. 

This project is a continuation of the previously constructed first railway l ine ~Hairaton-Mazarl­

Sharifw by Uzbekistan, which is important for the economy of Afghanistan. The creation of the 
transport corridor Mazari-Sharif-Herat with an access to the Iranian ports Chabahar and Bandar 



Abbas will allow India to get the shortest access to the markets of Afghanistan, Central Asia and 
the CIS. 

Due to the lack of direct transport routes, the trade between India and the Central Asian 
states is far from its potential and does not exceed 1.1 percent. 

India invested 500 million US dollars in the development of the port infrastructure 
Chabahar, and participates in the construction of the Iranian-Afghan railway line as part of the 
development of the Chabahar-Zahedan-Zaranj Southern Trade Corridor, followed by the exit to 
the Afghanistan main road connecting such large Afghan cities as Herat, Kandahar. Kabul and 
Mazari-Sharif. 

The second factor is the establishment of cooperation between Uzbekistan and India in the 
training of Afghan civilian cadres. In this context, it is noteworthy that India is one of the key 
states in the training of military personnel in Afghanistan. In recent years, more than 4,000 
Afghan officers have been trained in the Indian military institutions. At the same time. this year 
it is expected to increase the number by 50%. 

In our firm belief, the formation of the prestige of education and the stimulation of the 
aspirations for self-improvement among young people in the Afghan society is the key to 
achieving sustainable and stable development In this regard, it is relevant to support India and 
jointly promote the initiative of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan to establish a special 
International Fund for the Support of Education in Afghanistan. 

The third factor is the interaction of Uzbekistan and India In the provision of medical 
services to the Afghan population. According to the United Nations Health Organization, each 
year about 100-110 thousand people die from various diseases and lack of necessary medicines 
in Afghanistan. In this context, I would like to note that currently 7 free economic zones (FEZ) 
specializing in the production of pharmaceutical products operate in Uzbekistan and one of 
them, ~soysun Farm", is located in the border with Afghanistan in Surkhandarya region. In this 
regard. taking into account the logistics and favorable conditions created in Uzbekistan for 
foreign investors, in our opinion, the creation of joint Uzbek-Indian enterprises for the production 
of medicine based on the needs of the Afghans can make a significant contribution to improving 
the health situation in Afghanistan. 

In general, it should be noted that Uzbekistan would continue its practical assistance in 
creating the infrastructure of Afghanistan, considering this to be an indispensable condition for 
promoting peace and prosperity in this country. Taking into account the fact that ensuring 
security in Afghanistan is a decisive factor not only of regional but also global security context, 
Uzbekistan is ready to recognize and support any political processes that are aimed at 
maintaining peace and stability in Afghanistan. 



NARROWING UNITED STATES CONCEPTUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN 
AFGHANISTAN: INDICATORS AND SCENARIOS 

Rustam Makhmudov, 
Independent expert 

The Afghan confllct Is currently in a stare of dynamic deve/opmeni at many levels, ranging from hostilities to 
a fine geopolitical game that has unfolded be11veen the leading global and regional actors, which Is still very far 
from reaching a win-win situation. Assessments of vie experts abOut what Is happening In the country seriously 
differ from one ano1her. According 10 some, the situation 1vent into a general concep1ual crisis, but according to 
other estimates. the conceptual crisis concerns only the ·us-official Kabul" bundle, 1vhfle for the Taliban, Russia, 
China, Iran, Pakistan. the siluatTon is seen as an open field of opportunity to Implement their own taclical and 
strategic plans and Interests. 

Socio-economic and political-military groups 
If we take the second group of assessments as a starting point, then the question arises 

how true is the assertion about the conceptual impasse in which the linkage ended up between 
~us-official Kabul". The answer to it, it seems. lies in the analysis of the situation with the 
effectiveness of this group of two key challenges for the Afghan crisis - socio-economic and 
military-political. 

Regarding the group of socio-economic challenges, we can immediately say that the 
responses from the United States and Kabul were partial and. first of all, because they did not 
create a full-fledged economic basis that would lead Afghanistan to a path of sustainable growth 
and high self-sufficiency In a number of basic sectors. According to statistics, the United States, 
before reducing its military presence in 2014, poured 103.8 billion dollars financial aid to 
Afghanistan, which exceeded the amount of aid under the Marshall Plan for restoring Europe 
after the Second World War (102.97 billion dollarsl). However, the return on the billions spent 
was relatively low, as confirmed by at least four of the following indicators: 

1. The ratio of exports and imports. According to the World Bank (WB). in 2016, Afghan 
imports exceeded exports by almost 11 times. Afghanistan imported various goods for$ 6.534 
billion, and exported only for $ 0.596 billion2• 

2. Structure of export and Import. Afghan exports mainly consist of agricultural products, 
minerals, various types of raw materials, carpets, skins and leather, i.e. Industrial products are 
not represented in exports. which is one of the key indicators for evaluating the effectiveness of 
economic reforms3. At the same time, imports, due to the weakness of the national Industry, are 
represented by a wide range of goods and products. ranging from consumer and food products 
to fuel, metals, chemicals, machinery, and electricity. 

3 . Damage to the economy resulted from the withdrawal of most of the foreign troops. 
According to Afghan and international data, the withdrawal of troops in 2014 led to a sharp drop 
in GDP growth rates from an average of 6.9% in the period 2007-2012 up to 1.3% in 2014. The 
transport sector suffered the most, forming about 22% of GDP, 100 thousand jobs were lost 
Due to the reduction in orders from the American army, the construction sector and the services 
sector, which accounted for 40% of GDP4 , were also severely affected. 
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According to the World Bank, the Ashraf Ghani government managed to slightly increase 
the GDP growth rate to 2.2% in 2016 and 2.6% in 2017, however, the Afghan economy is unlikely 
to be able to recover in the foreseeable futures. 

All this confirms the assessments that most of the economic growth in the period up to 
2014 was generated not by the development of basic industries and agriculture, but by various 
kinds of orders from foreign troops. 

4. High dependence of the Afghan budget on foreign financial assistance. Afghanistan has 
only partially created its sources for the formation of the national budget In the national budget 
for 2017-2018, international assistance provided by 30 different donors, which is approximately 
66%6. The World Bank points out that Afghanistan is ·a unique country in its extraordinary 
dependence on foreign aid"7. Although it should still be noted that budget revenues as a whole 
grew by 1.75 billion to 2.5 billion dollars in the period from 2008 to 2018 including improving 
tax collection by 13%8. 

The four indicators above show that the US-Kabul 
combination needs a new concept for the creation and 
development of the Afghan economic basis, and it is here that 
the first serious difficulty is noted, since this requires two 
conditions of a quantitative and qualitative nature. 

The "quantitative~ condition provides for a sharp increase 
in the scale of investment in the Afghan Industry, agriculture, 
science and education. If this is done with the same degree of 
efficiency as it was in the period 2002- 2014, when, as already 
mentioned, more than $ 103 billion was poured into the 
economy, Afghanistan will need at least another decade and 
several tens of billions of dollars with condition of stable 

internal situation. Kabul. naturally. has no such means. As for the United States, under President 
o. Trump, one can hardly expect large investments in the Afghan economy. Thus, in the costs of 
the military operation in Afghanistan in 2018, only$ 780 million was allocated for the provision 
of economic assistance9. 

In turn. the "quality" condition provides for a fundamental change in the psychological 
model of the development of Afghan society, which is a very difficult task. In fact, as observations 
show, in countries where there is internal instability and there is no firm confidence in the future, 
a certain part of society and the elite is criminalized and ceases to associate itself with its country 
in the long term, considering it mainly as a source of profit. From this, In turn, the problems of 
corruption. capital outflow, money laundering, and investing in those industries grow, which give 
a quick return on investments, including illegal areas such as drug production. A classic example 
is Russia of the 1990s, which turned into a supplier of raw materials, and was seriously 
criminalized according to some data in the period 1992-2000. According to various schemes, no 
less than$ 150 billion outflowed abroad.10 

Afghanistan is also an excellent illustration of this problem against the background of 
continuing military-political instability. According to the Afghan Ministry of Finance, approximately 
65% of all financial resources in the country are illegally earned, transferred and spent. 
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The category of "illegal financial assets" includes funds obtained as a result of money 
laundering, tax evasion and customs duties. corruption and bribery11. Despite the development 
of the state banking system, approximately 90% of all transactions pass through the unofficial 
hawala system. The vast majority of hawaladars work without licenses and therefore it is 
extremely difficult to t rack who is the real owner and recipient of the transferred money. The 
phenomenon of corruption itself is deeply rooted in Afghan society. In the latest annual 
Corruption Perceptions Index, compiled by Transparency International based on an analysis of 
the situation in 180 countries, Afghanistan ranked 4th in the list of the most corrupt countries, 
second only to Syria, South Sudan and Somalia12. 

A similar psychological model has emerged and 
taken root in the public consciousness over the past 
decade and a half, and it is completely unclear how 
the US-Kabul bundle can replace it with a more 
positive model. 

The narrowing of the conceptual possibilities of 
the US-Kabul bundle is also observed \-Vith regard to 
the group of military-political challenges. In the period 
from 2002 to 2014, the United States spent $ 640 
billion on the maintenance of the 90-thousand 
American group of troops in the ISAF and 30 thousand soldiers who are not in the ISAF13. It also 
spent$ 55 billion on the creation of the Afghan army. However, despite all these enormous costs, 
the situation has steadily deteriorated since 2005 due to the resurgence of the Taliban. The first 
attempt to stop the Taliban's resurgence was the decision of President Barack Obama to send 
an additional 47,000 soldiers to Afghanistan in 2009 to turn the tide in their favor. But this 
attempt did not lead to desired results. and the Taliban continued to increase their activity. As 
experts predicted, the withdrawal of American troops In 2014 was the trigger for a sharp increase 
in the intensity of hostilities, and with the gradual interception of the initiative by the Taliban. 

The D.Trump administration also attempted to stop the Taliban by relying on pressure. In 
2017, the total number of the American contingent was increased from 8 to 16 thousand 
bayonets. Air strikes were intensified. At the turning point of the situation, the US Congress 
allocated $ 45 billion. of which $ 13 billion was intended for the maintenance of the American 
contingent, $ 5 billion for the Afghan security forces14 • The remaining funds went to the provision 
of economic assistance to Afghanistan and logistics support. But, as before, these measures did 
not have the desired effect, and the Taliban continued to advance, expanding their zones of 
contro11s. If as of August 2016, under the control of official Kabul, 63.4% of the country's districts 
(In May 2015 - 70.5%), then by the end of 2017, it lost another 5% of its controlled territory16. 

At the beginning of 2018, according to estimates by the Air Force, the physical presence of 
the Taliban was recorded on 70% of the territory of Afghanistan and 14 regions of the country 
were under their complete control. 

Al the same time, the losses of the Afghan security forces, trained by American instructors, 
began to grow sharply. The peak of casualties was in August 2018, \vhen in only three days of 
the first half of the month the Afghan army lost more than 200 soldiers killed on four fronts at 
once. Half of them died during the heavy fighting for the strategically important city of Ghazni, 
located on the Kabul-Kandahar highway. Between 40 and 100 soldiers of the Afghan elite units 
died in a Taliban attack on Ayristan, 160 km west of Ghazni. In the northwestern province of 
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Faryab, half the garrison of 100 people died at isolated Afghan military base. In the east of the 
country. the Dzhangal Bag military base located on the strategically important Puli Khumri­
Kunduz highway was attacked, killing 16 soldiers and policemen. An influential American New­
York Times in an article on Afghanistan called these three August days a •catastrophe.•11 

Afghanistan's Minister of Defense Tariq Shah Bahrami, speaking in September 2018 in the 
Dy Mysrano Jirga (the upper house of the Afghan parliament), said that in August. as a result of 
fighting in 18 provinces of the country, primarily in Ghazni, Faryab, Farah and Uruzgan • more 
than 500 soldiers were killed1s. Many publications in this regard note not only the increased 
activity of the Taliban and other groups, but also their improved fighting qualities, due to the fact 
that the militants had well-equipped and trained special units. 

Most likely, in the coming months of 2018, military activity in Afghanistan may decline 
slightly, since it is traditionally seasonal in nature, increasing in the warm season and decreasing 
in the cold months. However. the trend itself to intercept the Taliban of a strategic initiative is 
likely to continue to increase in the next fighting season. The Taliban are negotiating: A chance 
for a peace process or a tactical ploy? 

The complexity of the situation for the USA-Kabul bundle with the formulation of new 
conceptual moves lies in the fact that the time frame for finding a model for dismantling the two 
specified groups of calls is increasingly narrowing, since the pace of their mutual Influence 
demonstrates the acceleration that is caused by fairly simple logic. 

As the main message, you can take the increase in demographic pressure. Despite the war, 
the population of Afghanistan has already exceeded 35 million people, and according to the 
forecast of the World Bank, by 2050 it will grow to 56.5 million people19. Due to the rapid growth 
of the population. 400 thousand people enter the labor market every year at the age of 17 .3 
years, of which only 200 thousand have the opportunity to find a job.20 

The remaining 200 thousand are either forced to emigrate. or join the ranks of criminal 
and terrorist groups. to look for work in the drug industry, which has become a source of funding 
for terrorist groups. In 2014, 411 thousand people worked in the drug industry.21 In 2017 -
already 590 thousand22. In this regard, it is no coincidence that the explosive growth in drug 
production in recent years (In 2017. the production of opium poppy increased by 87% to 9 
thousand metric tons compared to 2016) coincided with an increase in military activity by the 
Taliban and ISIL23. To counter the opponents, the government is forced to devote more and more 
resources to support security agencies, which could be used in the implementation of economic 
projects. Also, instability in the country negatively affects the investment climate. 

The peculiarity of this process lies in the fact that at each next round of interaction and 
interpenetration of the two groups of calls will only increase and lead to a further deterioration 
of the overall situation. Against this background, only two options remain in the arsenal of the 
Donald Trump administration either to retain the leading role of the United States in the Afghan 
field or to further expand the size of their military group and increase the intensity of combat 
operations (model of George W. Bush and the first term of President Barack Obama "). or to 
convince the Taliban to begin peace negotiations. 

So far D. Trump took a pause in the matter of further increasing the number of troops and 
trying to rely on peace negotiations. In July 2018, American diplomats and the military were 
instructed to establish contacts with the Taliban to launch direct peace talks and discuss the 
future role of international forces in this country. In turn, the Taliban responded to the shift in 
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American politics and declared their readiness to talk with the United States, but at the same 
time rejected the option of bilateral talks with Kabul. They also identified the key topic of future 
negotiations with Washington, which should be the complete withdrawal of foreign troops from 
Afghanistan, and it is here that the main intrigue of the negotiation process is born24 • 

The problem is that the US has several military bases in the country, wh ich serve as a kind 
of support for the American geopolitical presence and influence in the region of South Asia and 
the Middle East. Therefore, meeting the Taliban's demand for closure seems completely 
unacceptable for Washington, which in turn the Taliban leadership cannot but understand. Then 
the question arises: "What, in reality, is behind such a demand of the Taliban? Does it represent 
an invitation to bargain or is it, nevertheless, really a strong desire to see a future Afghanistan 
without foreign bases?· 

If this is an invitation to bargain, then what are the potential points of intersection and 
divergence of interests of the parties? The United States and Kabul will certainly be interested 
in maintaining the American military presence. For Washington , this is a question of geopolitical 
influence. and for the official Afghan authorities it is a guarantee of their security. Both players 
are also interested in the recognition by the Taliban of the current constitution, the well­
established political and administrative system of the country, electoral and judicial systems, 
which combine elements of traditional Islamic law and European legal systems. The ideal model 
for the United States and Kabul would be to embed the Taliban in existing Institutions and 
branches of government. 

Theoretically, the Taliban leadership could accept these conditions, however, it is more 
likely that it will face a number of risks for itself that will come from hardliners insisting on the 
rebirth of the Islamic state system that underlay the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (1996-
2001). The split of the movement and the departure of a significant part of the " ideological" 
commanders to ISIL can be quite likely the result of the manifested disagreements. The so-called 
"Islamic state" has already been a challenge for the Taliban for several years, because on the 
one hand it took part of the military resources from the Taliban, and on the other hand, following 
a tough ideological and military course, forced the Taliban to noticeably tighten ideological 
rhetoric and intensify military action to maintain its influence. The Taliban are forced to 
constantly look at ISIS, since they no longer have the same monopoly to oppose official Kabul 
and the Western contingents. 

Thus, in order for the Taliban to decide on integration into the existing system of power in 
Afghanistan. its conditionally "moderate wing" will need to be somehow convincing the "radical 
wing· to integrate into the system created by the United States and Kabul. How to do this without 
conflict Is unclear. The ideal option would be the complete liquidation of the ISIS presence in 
Afghanistan, which would prevent radicals in the Taliban from joining this terrorist group and 
taking advantage of its military and financia l capabilities. In August 2018, the Taliban were able 
to crush the ISIL bridgehead in the northern province of Jowzjan, however. the eastern province 
of Nangarhar Is still a stronghold of the so-called •1slamic state•. 

If the Taliban really want to see Afghanistan without foreign military contingents and bases, 
then the negotiations may constitute nothing more than a tactical ploy in the framework of a 
more subtle multi-way game to further enhance and legalize the status of the movement as a 
full party in Afghan and international affairs, as well as to expand their zones of control in the 
country. On this occasion, Omar Samad, the chief adviser of Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, in his article 
"Can peace be won in Afghanistan?" published on the website of the Atlantic Council, writes that 
it is extremely important for the United States to work out plan "B" for unforeseen circumstances, 
including delaying or disrupting negotiations with the Taliban, in order to avoid a complete fiasco. 
The expert does not specify what kind of plan "B" is. but it seems that, apart from building up 
the military group. there are no other options yet25. 
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If we assume that the Taliban adhere to the second option (with a high degree of 
probability, it can be argued that this is the case) and hopes to strengthen their bargaining 
position. and at the maximum. to win a military victory, then many of their recent actions acquire 
clear semantic outlines. The point is that the Taliban, along with contacts with the United States, 
began to use other negotiation platforms, in particular, the Moscow Format, created about two 
years ago by Russia to resolve the Afghan crisis. The Taliban leadership cannot but understand 
that the Afghan crisis today is an integral part of larger geopolitical and geo-economic processes 
in which the United States has entered a clinch with many of the world's leading players, who 
simultaneously have their own interests in Afghanistan. Among them, of course, it is necessary 
to mention Russia, China, Iran and Pakistan. 

Washington's most difficult relationship is with Moscow. in which they see one of their most 
significant geopolitical opponents. The parties are in a mode of permanently expanding 
sanctions war and confrontation in Syria and Ukraine. With Beijing, Washington began a trade 
war for economic domination in the world. D. Trump also brought the United States out of the 
Iranian nuclear deal and resumed direct and secondary sanctions. trying to limit Tehran's ability 
to pursue an offensive policy In the Middle East. Difficult relations between the United States 
and Pakistan, which reduced the issuance of the US military aid by $ 300 million (total aid 
amount for 2018 was 900 million) due to insufficient support for D. Trump's Afghan strategy. 26 

In the foreseeable future, the tension in the relations of all these actors with the United 
States will only increase and, given this, it would be naive to expect that Afghanistan will not 
increasingly become one of the sites of their global rivalry. 

The main reason that forces Moscow, Beijing and Tehran to be more active in the Afghan 
field is the issue of their national security. Afghanistan has become an ISIS home base, which 
does not hide Its expansionist plans. as well as a drug factory that undermines the health of the 
nations of these countries. 

All these players are not satisfied with the situation In which the United States, maintaining 
the course of exclusive domination in Afghanistan, does not cope with the task of completely 
eliminating all these threats and moreover does not go for full -scale cooperation against the 
background of further deterioration of the situation with opium production and increasing 
influence of LIH in this country. As for Pakistan, they are not satisfied with the attempts of the 
United States to deprive their policy in Afghanistan of the freedom of the hands that Islamabad 
needs to play against India, which has relied on relations with Kabul. The Pakistani establishment 
sees in this bundle a threat to national security. 

At the moment, there are several indicators that indicate the rivalry of the parties in 
Afghanistan. First of all, It Is the repeated statements by the US officials and experts that Russia 
is undermining the US efforts to stabilize Afghanistan through clandestine supplies of weapons 
to the Taliban, since it regards this movement as a legitimate force in the fight against ISIL­
Khorasan21. Similar accusations are made against Iran, which is charged with provoking 
instability in the western provinces of Afghanistan2s. Indicators of rivalry are also the efforts of 
Russia and China to create several formats of dialogue with official Kabul, which either minimize 
or exclude the US presence in them. These are the aforementioned "Moscow format• and the 
trilateral negotiation format •Beijing-Kabul-Islamabad." As for another indicator, we can note the 
incoming controversial reports about the possible construction by China of a military base in the 
Vakhan corridor (the extreme north-east of Afghanistan). The message first appeared on the 
pages of the South China Morning Post, but then a refutation by Chinese diplomats followed, but 
the situation still remains not clear enough29. 
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Naturally, the leadership of the Taliban closely watching the ongoing processes and trying 
to take them Into account in building such a model of an action that would allow the efficient use 
of the energy of confrontation between external actors in their own strategic interests. The ideal 
option for the Taliban would be for the United States to get into a situation of "strategic 
loneliness· in Afghanistan and in the region, which would hinder their freedom of maneuver and 
the ability to use regional transport communications to supply their contingents. 

Conclusion 
So, a serious narrowing of the conceptual possibilities of the "US-official Kabul· bundle 

today can actually be considered one of those factors that must be taken into account when 
analyzing and forecasting processes in the Afghan crisis in the foreseeable future. This is 
confirmed by the opinions that are increasingly heard in the Western media, which reflect the 
understanding of the presence of a conceptual crisis in American politics in Afghanistan and urge 
Washington to find at least some way to end this endless war, including the withdrawal of troops. 
A clear example is the opinion of Gil Barndollar, director of the Middle East study program at the 
Center for the National Interest (USA), who suggests Justifying the withdrawal with the formula 
"declare victory and go home: He believes that this was what should have been done in 2011 
after the elimination of Osama bin Laden. 

However, for now the main line of the White House will still be the policy of preserving its 
geopolitical positions In Afghanistan, and at least in 2019 the main trend in its policy will be to 
hold peace talks with the Taliban. Considering that next year, with a high degree of probability, it 
will also be possible to expect a new round of e)(acerbation of relations between the United 
States on the one hand, Russia. China, Iran and Pakistan, on the other; at the global and regional 
level, a serious intrigue will twist around Afghanistan. e)(tract dividends from which the Taliban 
will certainty try. 

Therefore, most likely, we will witness a sharp increase in its activity In at least three areas 
- negotiation, military and information- which will further complicate the structure of the Afghan 
crisis and, as a result, make it difficult for Washington and Kabul to develop a new strategic 
concept. economic and military-political challenges. 
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TRANSPORT PROJECTS IN CENTRAL ASIA 

Farrukh Juraev, 
Head of Department of the Institute for Strategic and Regional 
Studies under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Annotation 
The artlcle discusses International transport projects in che Central Asian region that will contribute to the 

formation of regional transport communications in Central Asia, as well as the Interests and prospects of 
Uzbekistan's participation In their Implementation. 

The radical changes taking place in the Central Asian region in recent years facilitated states 
of the region becoming more active in turning Central Asia Into crossroads of transportation 
corridors that connect the East with the West, the North and the South, and to link their strategic 
future with Joint regional efforts and actions, in connection with which transport opportunities of 
international importance have increased. 

Taking into account the Importance and urgency of the development of Central Asia as a 
coherent whole region, the first days of the presidency focused the attention on the 
implementation of proactive regional policies, the creation of a favorable political atmosphere in 
Central Asia, the building of constructive and mutually beneficial relations with the countries of 
the region in all directions. including transport - the main priority of Uzbekistan's foreign policy. 
Speaking at the consultation meeting of the heads of states of Central Asia in Astana, President 
of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev stressed that the priority should be given to the 
implementation of transport and communication projects that will connect Central Asia with 
major seaports and world markets. 

In our country special attention is paid to further development of transport infrastructure 
and the increase in the volume of transit cargo transportation. 

Currently, the government of Uzbekistan is implementing the Program for development and 
modernization of engineering communications and road infrastructure for 2015-2019, which 
provides for the elaboration of a single complex development strategy for the national transport 
industry, which meets high international standards, and ensures its broad integration into 
international transport communications, taking into account the long-term needs of domestic 
manufacturers in promoting their products to the local and \vorld markets. 

It should be taken into account that today all the 
necessary conditions have been created for the further 
development of the transport and transit potential in the 
country. 

The country is making efforts to increase the capacity 
of the transport system, remove existing barriers to 
unimpeded transit through the territory of Uzbekistan, 
which has the great importance in the development of 
international transport corridors in Central Asia. 

Recently, under the conditions of a confident and 
friendly atmosphere in Central Asia, it is becoming 
possible to take practical measures to implement real 

According to some reports. the length of 
the railway communication system of 
Central Asian counrrlcs exrends more than 
22.000 km. Kazakhstan has the larges1 
and most exploited railways. which 
accounts for 66 percent of the total leflJtth 
of I/le regiOn'S railways and accounts for 
84 percent of all fref8ht transport. Abouc 
18 percenc of regional railways pass 
through Uzbekistan. accounting for abOut 
11 percent of all t.18ff1c. TurlemeniStan h<:ls 
about l2 percent of regional railways and 
4 percent of all traffic. 

transport projects. The countries of our region have recently intensified their efforts to increase 
their transport capabilities of international importance. Today, a number of international 
transport projects are being laid across Central Asia. 
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I. •Eurasia• transport corridor. This corridor is planned to be built and launched during 2018-
2023. which will connect China and Western Europe. 

The highway will pass from Beijing via Astana, Moscow and Minsk to Berlin. According to 
some forecasts, by 2050, 20 million tons of cargo and 37 million passengers will be transported 
through the highway annually. 

II. Western Europe-Western China. The China-Kazakhstan section began operating in 2016, 
which will become the shortest route to Europe with a transportation period of 10 to 12 days. 
The full-scale launch of the project is not expected until 2030. The corridor will run along the 
route St. Petersburg- Moscow-Orenburg-Aktob~Almaty-Khorgos. 
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Ill. Lapls Lazull. In 2017 the 
representatives of Afghanistan, 
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Georgia and 
Turkey signed an agreement on the 
creation of the t ransport corridor "Lapis 
Lazuli•." It is supposed that the railway 

• and automobile routes will connect the -
-· city of Torgundi (Afghanistan) \Vith 

·- Ashgabat, the port of Turkmenbashl on 
l.APIS·LAZULI TllANSIT, • 
TltANIPOllT ltOllTI 
(1.APIS LAZULI ltOUfU 

-.. the Caspian Sea. The corridor will 
further pass through the Caspian Sea to Baku, then through Tbilisi to Ankara with branches to 
Poli and Batumi, further from Ankara to Istanbul, Kars in Turkey with further access to the 
transport system of Europe. 

It is expected that the railways and motorways will connect the city ofTorgundi in the Afghan 
province of Herat with Ashgabat, then with the Caspian port of Turkmenbashi. The corridor \viii 
continue to Baku, then through Tbilisi to Ankara with branches to Poti and Batuml, then from 
Ankara to Istanbul. The cost of the project, which is aimed at facilitating transit logistics and 
simplifying customs procedures, is estimated at 2 billion dollars. 

IV. Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran. In May 2018 a container train travelled along the route 
China-Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran. The total travel time along the railway route was about 2 
weeks, which is on average twice as fast as by sea. It is believed that by 2022 the volume of 
cargo transportation by rail will be 15 million tons per year. 

V. East-West The project is designed to provide transport links between China and Europe. 
The key link in the East-West transport corridor is the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway line. This project 
will play a key role In establishing regular shipments of goods from Turkey and Europe to the 
countries of Centra l Asia and China, as well as to Iran. 

Uzbekistan is interested in participating in this project. According to the decree of the 
President of Uzbekistan "On measures to improve the transport infrastructure and diversify 
foreign trade routes for carriage of goods for the period from 2018 to 2022," measures are being 
taken to implement pilot transit of foreign trade goods via the Baku-Tbilisi-Akhalkalaki-Kars 
railway line with access to ports. 

VI. North-South. According to some information, the 
opening of the transport corridor is planned for 2020. 
This transport corridor will connect the port of St. 
Petersburg with the Iranian ports of Bender~Abbas and 
Chakhbahar, across which the sea branch reaches the 
Indian port of Mumbai. 

The importance for Central Asia is that the 
transport corridor will simplify the transport of goods 
from Central Asia, passing through Iran to the countries 
of the Persian Gulf. The corridor will be able to provide 
transit of 3 -5 million tons of cargo annually. This =::::"S.::.. , ,_. 
transport corridor is of great importance for Uzbekistan. 
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During the SCO summit in Qingdao in June 2018 the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev said that Uzbekistan supports the construction of the railway lines Mazare Sharif -
Heral, China - Kyrgyzstan - Uzbekistan, and the development of the trans-regional corridors 
Central Asia-Persian Gulf, North-South and East-West. 

VII. •china-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan•. The construction and launch of this transport project 
have been discussed for many years. The project demonstrates relevance in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization space because China, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan are members of this 
organization and in case of functioning, this transport project. trade and economic relations will 
increase and expand not only among the project participants, but also among the countries of 
Central Asia and China. In particular, according to the experts' estimates, the functioning of the 
project will allow to: 1) to transport goods to the Eastern Europe countries: 2) to reduce the time 
of delivery of goods from China and the countries of Central Asia to the countries of Europe and 
the Middle East: 3) to import Chinese goods to Central Asian countries: 4) to export goods from 
Uzbekistan to foreign countries. 

Mazar-e-Sharff-Herat. Uzbekistan borders with Afghanistan are building a special foreign 
policy \Vith this country. The development of transport relations with Afghanistan and the 
establishment of new railways In the future will open and provide Central Asia with the shortest 
access to the ports of the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf and will connect South Asia to the 
markets of Europe and China. One of the strategic transport facilities connecting Uzbekistan and 
Afghanistan is the bridge "Friendship" 
(Dusty Pull), which connects Termez 
and Hairaton. In Afghanistan. there 
are about 15 border crossing points, 
but it was through the checkpoint on 
the bridge "Friendship" that enters the 
bulk of imports into the country. In the 
future. the launch of the Mazar-e­
Sharif-Herat transport project with a 
length of 760 km will contribute to: 1) 
the increase in the transportation and 
delivery of cargo from Uzbekistan to 
the ports of the Persian Gulf; 2) the 
access of Uzbekistan to the sea 
through Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

- --- -·--------------- ------------·-­·---• • 

IX. •central Asia-Persian Gutr. In April 2016, the Agreement on the Establishment of an 
International Transport and Transit Corridor (Ashgabat Agreement) entered Into force. Ashgabat 
Agreement was signed between the Governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Sultanate 
of Oman, Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan on 25 April 2011. In 2017, within this 
transport corridor, the Turkmenabad·Farab railway and road bridges through Amu Darya began 
to function, which made it possible to increase the volume of freight traffic by 2.5 times. 

According to the experts, functioning of this transport corridor will be the key to prosperity 
and the development of economic cooperation between the countries of the project, and to the 
creation of new jobs, construction of new innovative logistics hubs, as well as creating conditions 
for raising foreign investment. 

Thus, these transport projects are very relevant for Central Asia, Including Uzbekistan. In 
the context of globalization of the world economy, the development of transport capabilities is 
one of the important areas of integration processes, the issues of developing new transport and 
transit corridors, creating conditions for the efficient transportation and handling of Uzbekistan's 
cargo in neighboring countries. 

Today, Uzbekistan is already considering its participation 1n the Baku·Tbilisi-Kars 
transpart corridor, active work is carried out within the trans-Afghan corridor, China-Kyrgyzstan­
Uzbekistan and Central Asia-Persian Gulf. This confirms a keen interest in turning the Central 
Asian region into crossroads of transport corridors connecting East. West. North and South. 



UNGA ADOPTS RESOLUTION 
ON STRENGTHENING COOPERATION IN CENTRAL ASIA 

Batlr Tursunov, 
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under the President of Republic of Uzbekistan 

Annotation 
The adoption of the resolution was a historical even(, not just for the Central Asian countries. Indeed, it ts 

difflcufl. to overstate Its significance In a broader, International context. /! marked a new stage In the history of the 
Central Asian countries and signaled the region's consolidation. For the first lime since their independence in 1991, 
t/1e Central Asian slates confirmed their ablliry not only to take join ! acllon In order to resolve co1nmon regional 
problems, but also to ensure the wellbeing and prosperity of their citizens. 

At its June 22, 2018 plenary session, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on 
"Strengthening regional and International cooperation to ensure peace, stability and sustainable 
development in the Central Asian Region." According to Uzbekistan's Foreign Ministry, all UN 
members unanimously supported the draft document, developed by Uzbekistan along with the other 
Central Asian states. 

Uzbekistan's President Shavkat Mirziyoyev initiated the process of developing the document 
at the UNGA's 72nd session in September 2017. Speaking in New York on the organization of an 
international conference on Central Asia in Samarkand in November 2017, Mirziyoyev proposed to 
develop a UN resolution after the conference in order to support the Central Asian countries' efforts 
to ensure security and strengthen cooperation in the region. 

The fact that the resolution is now adopted signifies the implementation of Uzbekistan's 
initiative. and confirms international recognition and support of Tashkent's new regional policy. As 
Mirziyoyev noted during the Samarkand Conference, "Our main goal is to turn Central Asia into a 
stable, economically developed and prosperous region through joint efforts: Indeed, Uzbekistan's 
foreign policy under Mirziyoyev has unlocked regional divisions and opened the way for the 
development of the entire reglont. 

The other Central Asian countries - Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan -
not only actively supported Uzbekistan's initiative, but also co..sponsored the UNGA resolution on 
Central Asia. The document reflects mutual support for the initiatives of the Central Asian states, 
which have made a significant contribution to strengthening regional security and ensuring 
sustainable development. 

The resolution particularly reflected the outcomes of the debate in the Security Council on 
Afghanistan in January 2018, when Kazakhstan chaired the UN Security Council, as well as the 
regular arrangement of the World Nomad Games in Kyrgyzstan. Moreover, the resolution included 
the results of the international conference dedicated to combating terrorism and extremism, 
organized in Tajikistan in May 2018. Central Asian countries welcomed an upcoming summit of the 
International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea In Turkmenistan. They also supported Uzbekistan's 
initiative to hold annual consultative meetings of the Central Asian countries' leaders. 

In sum, the resolution has become the Central Asian states' consolidated response to regional 
problems and threats, and the challenges stemming from globalization. The region's consolidation 
has allowed the Central Asian countries to significantly strengthen their role as independent actors 
in the international system as well as their capacity of taking responsibility for the region's present 
and future. 

1 Cornell: Uzbekt&tan in Its polities hOS changed from the position of the defender to the attadl4r 
June 30 of 2018. htU>;.l/pod1obno.Ul/cat/POl1tlc/IComell-ttlbek1St11n-v-s'llO/ 
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These positive dynamics in Central Asia are 
unprecedented since the regional states gained 
independence, and they have now reached a qualitatively 
new level of regional cooperation. 

IMPLICATIONS: There are two main reasons for these 
recent developments. First. the Central Asian states gained 
their independence during the disintegration of the bipolar 
world order, associated with the emergence of new 
challenges and threats to stability, increased geopolitical 
rivalry, and escalated armed confrontation in neighboring 
regions. In addition, the heavy burden of internal political, 
socio-economic, ideological and other problems that the 
Central Asian countries faced in the 1990s and the subsequent period exacerbated the security 
situation in the region2. The newly independent Central Asian states were preoccupied with vital 
issues of state building and the search for identity in a globalized world. All regional states lacked 
experience both in domestic and foreign affairs and had to focus on their own problems, as well as 
on the most acute security threats. Yet over time, the Central Asian states have proven to be able to 
strengthened their political systems and administrative institutions, and elaborating their own 
models of national development. Through their Integration into the International community, the 
Central Asian countries have gained experience in devising foreign policies capable of 
accommodating the strategic prospects and advantages of regional cooperation In the globalized 
world. 

Second, over the two years since Mirziyoyev's ascendance to power, Uzbekistan has pursued 
a new regional policy in Central Asia, which has served to defuse the country's conflicts with its 
neighbors. The Central Asian countries currently express a firm readiness for constructive changes 
in bilateral and multilateral relations. The states of the region now concentrate on consolidating their 
efforts to increase their competitiveness in the world and to strengthen the region's unity. 

According to the Uzbek Foreign Ministry, all the Central Asian countries' leading partners, 
including Russia. China, the U.S. and the EU, actively participated in the consultations on drafting 
the document The adoption of the UN resolution on Central Asia gained unanimous support from 
countries representing all the continents of the world, namely Australia, North and South America. 
Asia, Africa and Europe. Thereby, the international community expressed Its firm and unconditional 
support for the Central Asian countries· efforts to deepen regional cooperation, which is one of the 
most important preconditions for stability and development of the reglon3. 

Indeed, Central Asia's security is integral to global security. In the current period when other 
regions of the world undergo political tensions and conflict, the strategic prospect of regional 
cooperation in Central Asia is particularly important for international security. Growing uncertainty. 
turbulence and Imbalances in the global economy require Central Asian states to undertake closer, 
coordinated interaction to implement common regional development projects. 

The international community, including the regional states, recognizes that only a stable, 
dynamically developing and prosperous Central Asia can become an attractive, constructive and 
long-term partner. If the Central Asian countries prove successful in realizing this vision for their 
region. Central Asia can become a new geopolitical laboratory of stability and peace in Eurasia. 

CONCLUSIONS: The UN resolution on Central Asia marked the entry of the Central Asian 
countries into a new era of interstate relations. It signaled that the Central Asian states have 
embarked on a decisive course towards regional cooperation, with the support of the internationaJ 
community. These changes in regional dynamics have encouraged International partners to 
fundamentally reconsider their approaches to Central Asia, and indeed strengthened the prospect 

~ Ulbeklstan·s fore•llll policy IS a recJ<>nal policy. ht11>://thehill.com/Qlllnion/mlemat.oonaV361449-u.tbekistens-lore~poltCV-15·a·regK>nal­
policv. 22 November of 2017 
• A.Kal3nt&OY The U2bc+l loador In the UnlU!d Slates: what stands behind I.he multi-vectO<Odness of Tashkonl, 19 May of 2018. 
htt1Y//11fghan1Sten.ru/dOC/120816.htm1 
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of promoting security, development and prosperity in a strategically important region, located in the 
heart of Eurasia. 

FOREIGN POLICY PRIORITIES 
UZBEKISTAN AND RUSSIA: 

BILATERAL AND REGIONAL DIMENSIONS OF THEIR PARTNERSHIP 

Annotation 

Milana Bazarova, 
Head of the Department, the Institute 

of Strategic and Regional Studies 
under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

-
The article analyzes the bllateral and regional dimension of the Uzbel<·Russian partnership In the conte>tt of 

the current relations between tile t\vo countries. The author researches the perspecriVes of Uzbek·Russian 
economic cooperation, as well as coordination in tile field of digital economy development, personnel training, and 
in the issues of making joint efforts to ensure regional and international security. 

The current relations between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Russian Federation 
are the result of the intersection of the important historical process that consolidated the 
Uzbek and Russian nations with close ties of friendship and good-neighbourliness. " In the 
early 1990s, at the dawn of the transition of cooperation from the intra-Union to the 
interstate level, Russia and Uzbekistan were able to painlessly and trustfully adapt their 
interaction to the political and economic realities that changed after the USSR's collapse. 
which largely determined Uzbek-Russian long-term partnership"1. 

Over the past quarter century, Uzbekistan and Russia managed to create solid 
foundation for long-standing and mutually beneficial cooperation, which now includes more 
than 340 interstates, intergovernmental and interdepartmental treaties. There is no doubt 
that ~a significant merit of this belongs to the First 
President of Uzbekistan l.Karimov, who outlined 
the key areas of interstate relations"2. 

In building relations with Russia, Tashkent 
proceeds from the fact that Moscow has always 
been and remains an ltnportant strategic partner , 
and ally of Uzbekistan. Tashkent has a firm 
intention not only to promote the steady turn of 
existing agreements into new mutually beneficial 
projects, but also actively expand cooperation in 
prospective areas. This goal found its actual 
embodiment during the state visit of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Sh.Mirziyoyev to Russia in April 2017, when 55 agreements were signed for an 
unprecedented amount - $ 16 billion. 

• from 1ntcmauona1 round table matenals l•ULbcl<IStan·s Foreign Polley TransformalJOll at tho j)(esenl Slllgil: new dlreetJOnS. opponunitoes and 
challen&es• 7 May of 2018. TashkenO. ht1PS://18-cef11t.N/put>hcalionslsov1emennrtuzbekJSl.8B-118 m1rovor-a1ene/ 
z From the rel)On ot Ille Chief ot the Center fOf geopofrti<:at stUdies ·6ellek-tlnit)'-1Ufe) R.Murtat.aleev •Uzbck1sien end Russia - intens1f~t1on 
ot poMlcat and eoononuc cooperatton al the present stage• //lnte:matlonat round table •Uzbekistan's Forelgll Polq TranstounatJon at the 
111escnt stage: now diredJons. opponunitJOS Olld d'latJOngcs. 7 Mlt)I of 2018. T8Shkom. hllps://in.centr.N/publocauon!i,isovremennyy. 
uzbeklstan-na-mir~rene; 
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In his speech, Sh.Mirziyoyev expressed hope that "the countries' mutual desire will fill 
bilateral partnership with new practical content, objectives, specific programs and projects".3 

Subsequently, the Russian expert community unanimously evaluated this visit as an 
important historical event. A Chief of Russian Institute for Strategic Studies M.Fradkov 
admitted that the meeting of the leaders of the two countries in Moscow in April 2017 
demonstrated a turning point in bilateral relations, which set a new tone for a trustful political 
dialogue between Moscow and Tashkent. •4 At the same time the Head of the Central Asia 
Department of the Institute of World Economy and International Relations Russian Academy 
of Sciences (IMEMO RAS) D.Malysheva considered the meeting to be "unprecedented 
event", which gave a powerful impetus to the Uzbek-Russian cooperation at almost all levels 
and relevant areas"s. 

The agreements reached by the Uzbek and Russian leaders formed the basis for 
intensive multi-level joint work, which allowed the countries to get practical outcomes in such 
fields as trade, economy, policy, security, culture and humanity in 2017. In order to 
implement the specially developed "Road map for enhancing cooperation" , governments. 
parliaments and business circles of two countries significantly intensified mutual interact ion. 
Bilateral coordination at the interregional level between Uzbekistan and Russia has also 
been established. 

The steps taken by Uzbekistan and Russia to deepen cooperation brought new 
dynamism to their bilateral trade. In particular, nowadays Russian investments in Uzbek 
economy have already exceeded $8.5 billion. Moreover, in 2018, according to the 
economists, the trade turnover will go up to $6 billion. This figure exceeds the expectations. 
Sh.M.Mirziyoyev noted that the priority for the coming years is to reach the level of $10 billion. 
In this regard, Uzbekistan intends to take steps to increase mutual trade considerably. 

A solid foundation for achieving this goal was created when Russian President Vladimir 
Putin signed an impressive number of documents. total number of which was$ 27 billion, in 
the field of trade, economy and investment during his state visit to Uzbekistan in October 
2018. Additionally, cooperation projects for more than $ 2 billion signed during the First 
interregional forum in Tashkent, are also considered to be a part of that foundation. As an 
outcome of this important political event, the Uzbek and Russian leaders agreed to open 
more than 70 joint ventures in Uzbekistan. At the same time, WRostselmash", "Kamaz", 
"Eurocement" and other Russian companies have been enhancing their cooperation with us. 
The Russian company " Promtractor~ has agreed on tractor and heavy machinery production 
in our country. The question of building cars of the Ulyanovsk automobile plant in Uzbekistan 
has also been discussed. 

All of these achievements were possibly reached by hard work of Uzbek and Russian 
regions over the past two years. Since 2016 there has been a noticeable expansion of 
business circles' activity geography. Uzbekistan has established cooperation with 70 Russian 
regions: 24 business delegations from 30 regions of the Russian Federation and more than 
200 representatives of Russian companies visited our country. 

In the sectoral context, a successfully functioning Agreen corridor" for the export of 
Uzbek fruit and vegetables to Russia has been possibly formed. Besides this, a mechanism 
for the production of composite materials and metalworking products has been launched, as 
well as cooperation between enterprises of the automotive industry has been started. 

1 '-~s statement to the press folloY.mg the RllSSlan-U:zbek I/Ilk!$// 2017 S APR. ell)' of t.105cow ci1y. 
http://krcmJ1n.rv.1evcnwprCS1<1cnv ncwst54223 
• F'rom M Fr&dlloll's loee<fl at tile mtetn&tl0081 confe<ence •Actual 5eCVrity problems of the Cerwat Asian rCQIOO and the sotuuon slt8legY -
app~hes of Ruwa and Uibe!Ustan• // Apnl 3 of 2018. Moscow. 
· Materials of the International round table •FOf1!ign Pohcy and Economy of UzbeklsUln 1n the F'rameworlt or the Action S1ra1egy f« 2017-2021• 
/ lntematlonat 1c1a11ons: lntetdcsetphnary soentiric and theoretieal )OUmal of University of WOlld Economy and D1plornacy. N! 4 (70) of 2017.· 
p. 29. 
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The establishment of direct interaction between Uzbek companies and Russian regions 
is of particular importance in the light of the possibilities for both creating new production 
chains and strengthening those that exist Without this, the Uzbek and Russian economies 
are largely short of social and economic benefits in goods production . Tashkent and 
Moscow's joint efforts in creating joint high-tech industries will expand cooperation for the 
production of demanded goods in order to enter into developing world markets. 

As Sh.M.Mirziyoyev stated at the meeting with V.Putin in the framework of SCO Qingdao 
summit on June 9, 2018, "Uzbekistan makes cooperation with all Russian companies in all 
directions on the base of trust and accuracy. And if a year ago only the oil and gas industry 
was the point of Uzbek-Russian coordination, today two states make attempts to cooperate 
almost in all spheres~ .s 

It should be noted that this year Uzbek­
Russian relations has been enhanced by a new 
important realm of cooperation - the beginning 
of the construction of the Russian nuclear power 
plant In our country. Current opportunities to 
work with Russia in this area will form a 
completely new cluster, the implementation of 
which will serve the further development of 
industrial potential and job creation in different 
branches of Uzbek economy. In fact. this project 
marks the formation of a high-tech sector of 
Uzbek economy. As noted by the leading research fellow of the Institute of market problems 
of Russian Academy of Sciences N.Ziadullaev, the President of Uzbekistan Sh.Mirziyoyev has 
set the task to revive the nuclear industry of Uzbekistan. "The Institute of nuclear physics in 
Tashkent was a leading one in the Soviet Union. In the coming years Moscow will start to 
assist us in the restoration of the Institute". 

Describing the current level of Uzbek-Russian economic cooperation, we should 
necessarily emphasize the mutual interest of Tashkent and Moscow in the development of 
bilateral trade and economic relations. Thus. for Tashkent, Moscow is an important and the 
largest market on the territory of CIS; for Russia, Uzbekistan with a population of more than 
32 million people (almost half of the population of Central Asia) is the largest market in the 
Central Asian region. From this it becomes obvious that the development of trade and 
economic cooperation between the two countries is a mutual ly beneficial and long-term aim. 
Simultaneously, Uzbekistan has taken the comprehensive measures to liberalize the 
national economy. ''These measures. helping to remove a lot of serious obstacles that 
previously prevented Russian partners from fully operating and to predict economic trends 
in the Uzbek market, have already contributed to the expansion and deepening of Uzbek­
Russian ties". 1 

Certainly, Uzbekistan is in favor of removing all bureaucratic and other barriers so that 
to cooperate with foreign partners, including Russia, and seeks for new ways of coordination 
in areas of mutual interest. 

From this point of view, a very promising area of mutual cooperation between 
Uzbekistan and Russia is the sphere of development of the digital economy since both 
countries are almost simultaneously embarking on the implementation of programs for the 
introduction of information technologies in important realms of their industry. Thus, in 2018, 
Russia approved the government program uDigital economy~ and developed three-year 
action plans. 

• From Sh.M. Mlrzl)'OYell'$ speech et b<lateral mee11ng With V. Putin // 9 d June 2018, China. http:/ / kreml1n.ru/ e'Venl!/presldenVnew$,{57707 
' From the Speech of Iha t.•lnlstcr oC lndUSlly and tr.Ide of the RUSS!an Federation 0. Manturov at the Uibck Russian buSlnes.s forum// 3 OCtobef 
of 2017. Tashkent. http:/ tw-.atoQ&Oa.com/m/newS,/2017/10/03/l!lbeldstan+nbsp-rossl)'a-skooperlrv)'\JtS)'l-v-1'1~1ennostJ 
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In turn, Uzbekistan, which begins a new stage of digitalization, announced 2018 as the 
Year of support of active entrepreneurship, innovative ideas and technologies. By adopting 
a State Program for the Year of Support of Active Entrepreneurship, Innovative Ideas and 
Technologies, the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan has made decisions on improving 
the sphere of information and communication technologies. 

It should be noted that our country has already made some progress in this field: an 
Innovative center with unprecedented tax benefits and preferences has been created in 
Uzbekistan: e-government services have been actively developing. In 2017 over 1,5 million 
citizens' appeals were received through the virtual reception of the President of Uzbekistan. 
In addition, tax reporting and customs clearance have been completely digitized. So, created 
electronic system of registration via the Internet has reduced the time of launching a 
business in 30 minutess. 

Uzbekistan and Russia can achieve all goals in this realm through the creation of a joint 
platform for the development of the digital economy, technology parks, improvement of 
postal services, arranging training courses for experts of public relations and IT-specialists. 
In reality this can be achieved as Uzbekistan and Russia already have a solid basis for 
cooperation in the field of personnel training. Uzbek youth strongly longs for getting 
education in Russian universities. 

The number of students from Uzbekistan getting higher education in Russia composes 
more than 21 thousand people (8.6% of the total number of foreign students In Russia). It is 
no coincidence that by the number of applicants Uzbekistan today occupies the 1st rank 
among the CIS countries.s Branches of leading Russian universities in Tashkent, including 
branches of Moscow State University named after M.V.Lomonosov, Gubkin Russian State 
University of Oil and Gas, Plekhanov Russian University of Economics are also popular among 
Uzbek students. The number of students in these higher educational institutions already 
exceeds 2 thousand Uzbek citizens. 

Supporting our youth's desire for being educated in Russian, this year Tashkent and 
Moscow agreed to open new branches of the National research technological University 
"Moscow Institute of Steel and Alloys". Bauman Moscow State Technical University, 
l.M.Sechenov First Moscow State Medical University, Moscow University of Architecture, 
Russian University of Technology. 

The close partnership between Uzbekistan and Russia is one of the most illustrative 
examples of coordination of efforts In fields of national, regional and international security. 
The expert on Central Asia of the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies (RISS) l.lppolitov 
assures that "Uzbekistan, as the largest and •·core country" in Central Asia, Is a kind of 
~keystone in the arch". In this regard , the stable political system and public peace in 
Uzbekistan are extremely important not only for maintaining balance of power in the region, 
but also for ensuring Russia's vital interests" .10 

Today, Tashkent and Moscow actively cooperate in a wide range of areas including 
maintaining peace and stability; tackling terrorism and extremism; nonproliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction; combating drug trafficking and etc. As the experts of the 
Russian Institute for Strategic Studies mention, "Uzbekistan is the most protected state in 
the region in relation to the drug threat and therefore the country is considered to be a 
natural partner of Russia and a regional leader in the fight against this threat".u 

It is not surprising why the topic of the increasing cooperation in the field of security 
was one of the key issues on the agenda of Sh.Mirziyoyev and V.Putin's talks on April 4, 

• Ftom the speec:ll or Uzbek Pr11ne M.ruster AMP'N at the forum ·O.gi\81 agenda 1n tt>c era of pibatizauon• I 4 Apfll ot 2018. Almaty. 
https:// ru.sputtuknews uz.convpo11l>C!,1'20180204/ 7420594/ Alipoy-t1ZbeklSlllll-YSlupil-v-etap-ts•fr0V0t1 e!IOllOm<kl html 
• Ulbek$an ancl RuSS11: the contours ot a st1'tegic partner:;hip' // 10. AUCust of 2017. hnp;//www.ut.ul/r\Vpoln1k&/uzoeklstan+rosslra­
kontwy-stratcgiche5k*'50trudnichestva-/ 
10 UzbelliStan will C011e1 Russia from the SOUth' / / 2016. 6 Dec. http://svpressa.ru/ l)Ol•tiC',/artlde/ 162016/ 
" Kukol s. ·Experlenoe or UzbeklStan In the flgtlt aga11151 dru; traffld<lng In Centri1t Asia• / Problen1s or national s11ategy. RISS No. 1of2018. 
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2017. Following the agreements of the leaders of the two countries, during the visit of the 
Russian interior Minister V.Kolokoltsev to Uzbekistan, a Protocol on cooperation between 
Uzbek and Russian Ministries of Internal Affairs was signed for 2017-2018. According to 
V.Kolokoltsev, this document is characterized as the one that meets the modern realities of 
the fight against the most dangerous types of international crime and provides further 
development of Russian-Uzbek contacts through law enforcement agencies, which allows 
transferring the interaction of the two states in this direction to a new practical leve1·.12 

Consistent cooperation between Tashkent and Moscow in the field of maintaining 
peace and stability makes it possible to develop comprehensive preventive measures to 
address common threats. Thus, in October 2017, twelve years later, in the Russian-Uzbek 
history, the second special tactical exercises of the defense ministries troops of Uzbekistan 
and Russia took place at the mining and field training ground MForish" of the South-Western 
special military district of Uzbekistan. These anti-terrorist exercises were aimed at developing 
joint actions to prevent and destroy militant groups in mountainous areas, strengthening 
practical skills and exchange experience. According to the Russian experts, "due to the fact 
that the Uzbek and Russian defense minist ries have formed a joint cooperation plan, focused 
at maintaining stability in the Central Asian region, bilateral cooperation between the two 
states in the security field has been improved"13. 

There is no doubt that at the present time Uzbek-Russian relations go upward, 
confirming the fact that the characteristics inherent in the relations between the two states 
- "Strategic partnership and Alliance" - is an objective and natural reality. 

On the whole, assessing the importance of Uzbek-Russian cooperation, It is difficult to 
overestimate its degree of influence on the situation in Central Asian region. From this point 
of view, it seems that given the combination of many diverse aspects, the trajectory of the 
further evolution of relations between Uzbekistan and Russia will be a key factor in ensuring 
regional security and long-term development of the whole region . 

" from the st&ement of v. KolokOll.SeV <111111111 Ille meeti~ with sh. M112t)'O)eV / / 2018 Al><•I 23 Tashkent. hups;/ / www.Uldally .ul/arucles Id· 
32664.hlm 
• Materialsol the lntCfnatJonat round table •Foreign Policy and Economyol UzbekisUln In the fremewod< ot theAcuon Sln11egy for 2017-2021• 
/ ln1ernn110MI rctauons: lnterdrSCtpl•nary scientific ar.d thooretieal joumal of University of World Economy and Dtplomac:y. N! 4 (70) ot 2017,. 
p. 30 
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ONE WAY, MANY PARTNERS 

Abbos Bobokhonov, 
Head of the Department 
Ministry of Innovation Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Annotation 
The article discusses the main vectors of murually benef/cial cooperation between Uzbekls1an and China in 

the framework of the Implementation of the initiative ·one Belt, One Road"; parallels between some features of the 
developmenl srrategles of the rwo countries are drawn. The author analyzes rhe long·lerm prospects of cooperation 
bel\veen lhe Republlo of Uzbekistan and lhe People's Republic of China (PRC) fn Che context of the results or the 
International Conference ·one Bell, One Road* held In Tashkent on May 14, 2018. 

The International Forum uone Belt, 
One Road" (OBOR), held in Beijing on May 
14, 2017, opened a new stage in the 
development of the most ambitious 
economic project in the history of China. At 
the same time, the impact of this program, ct 

according to the experts. will not be limited 
to the economy. but will lead to a certain 
transformation of China's foreign policy. 

Currently, the promotion of the 
concept of "OBOR~ is the main priority of 
the Chinese leadership. This huge strategic plan of China envisages the participation of 68 
countries covering 30% of global GOP, which indicates the significant potential and scale of this 
project. 

Although "OBOR" is a relatively recent initiative, today it has received broad international 
support. Over the past five years, "OBOR~ has gone from launch to a phase of action. as a result, 
over 100 countries and International organizations have responded positively to the initiative. 
69 countries have signed a cooperation agreement with PRC. In addition, during this period, the 
total volume of China's foreign trade with uOBOR~ member countries exceeded 4 trillion dollars; 
the investments amounted to 60 billion dollars, and 75 zones of foreign economic and trade co­
operation! were deployed. 

According to experts, a significant increase in the "circle of friends" of the PRC on "'OBOR" 
demonstrates an increase in the confidence in China as a responsible and authoritative global 
partner, strengthens its more active role in the international political and economic processes, 
contributing to the growth of Beijing's authority. 

At present, the international situation is undergoing complex and profound changes; the 
world economy is slowly recovering from the global crisis of the beginning of the century. Under 
these conditions, the Chinese initiative promotes to the realization of the huge trade, economic, 
investment. transport and logistics potential of the participating countries, which can drastically 
change the modern appearance of the entire space of Asia. 

In addition, the successful implementation of the project will give new impetus to the 
further expansion of economic cooperation between the "OBOR~ member states, namely: a) in 

• BRJ offers now opj)Oftun1110S '°'snared prospc111y. Olina. Dally Times (Pakistan). t.\AY 18. 2018. hups:,t /<101lyt1mes.com.pll,/241440/ btt-0ffcrs­
new.gpponun1ties-f°'-sh11red1>10Si>ef•\Y"Chlna/ 
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creating more favorable conditions for trade and attracting investments; b) in the development 
of transport and communication infrastructure; c) In establishing close cooperation in 
agriculture, tourism, education and culture; d) in the effective use of the economic opportunities 
of developed countries, providing their assistance to developing countries. 

Vectors of bilateral and multilateral cooperation 
Since the ancient times, the Great Silk Road ran through the territory of modern Uzbekistan, 

where numerous trade routes converged, and there \vas an intense exchange between different 
cultures. Ancient Chinese literature often mentioned such cities as Tashkent, Samarkand, 
Bukhara and Khiva, which made a worthy contribution to the development of world civilization. 

Relations between the Chinese and Uzbek peoples are inextricably linked with the history 
of the Great Silk Road. National values and traditions of the two nations had a great influence 
on the development of world civilization, and trade relations served to widely spread the unique 
discoveries of that era throughout the world. 

It is difficult to overestimate the enormous. irreplaceable role of the Great Silk Road as the 
international transport artery of antiquity. which connected such countries and regions as China, 
India, Central Asia, the Middle and Near East and the Mediterranean. It not only ensured the 
development of trade relations, but also contributed to the exchange of information between 
ancient states and regions, the spread of new types of products and crops, the mutual 
enrichment of the cultures of nations for thousands of years, and thus acted as an important 
means of intercivilizational dialogue. The Great Silk Road also served as a conductor for the rapid 
spread of new technologies and innovations (the production of silk, porcelain, gunpowder, paper, 
and much more}. 

In this regard, the revival of the modern Silk Road 
provides for the resumption of transport infrastructure, 
continental trade routes and cultura l exchange between 
Asian countries. Herein, as in ancient times. China plays 
a key role. Chairman of PRC Xi Jinping in September 
2013 during his visit to Kazakhstan for the first time put 
forward the initiative of joint construction of the 
~Economic Belt of the Silk Road~. In October of the same 
year in Indonesia, he presented the idea of the "The 

Spec/al auentlon shoold be paid to the new 
policy of Uzbellistan to improve relations with 
neilhborlfll counuies In Cenual Asia. This 
creates favorobJe conditions not only for 
strengthening security In the region. but also 
for the Implementation of mu11i1a1era1 
projects within the framework of the SCO and 
t/le ·one Bell. One Roa<r Initiative. 
Yu Xlnthul, Secrerary of tile Party Committee 
of Ille Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. 

21st Century Maritime Silk Road". Together they formed the initiative .. One Belt, One Road". 
On the basis of the long-term national interests, the Leadership of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan was among the first to declare its support and readiness to take an active part in the 
construction of the "Economic Belt of the Silk Road", and to further deepen comprehensive ties 
with China. 

Uzbekistan and China provide mutual political support in the international arena on the 
promotion of the vital interests of the two countries. In particular, the first state visit of President 
Sh. Mirziyoyev to the PRC on May 11-15, 2017 gave new dynamics to interstate relations. During 
the visit, a solid package of documents was signed: over 100 contracts for the implementation 
of projects totaling 23 billion dollars. Based on these agreements, the Road Map for the quality 
and timely implementation of the agreements reached between two countries was adopted. 

It should be noted that the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh.Mirziyoyev took part 
in the international Forum "One Belt, One Road" in Beijing on May 14· 15, 2017 and made a 
speech in which he voiced the position of Uzbekistan on the further improvement and 
development of this project. The head of Uzbekistan welcomed the proposal of the Chairman of 
the PRC to hold meetings of the Forum on a regular basis and expressed readiness to host one 
of the forums in Uzbekistan, highlighting the theme of the event to the Central Asian region. 
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At the SCO summit in Qingdao In June 2018, 
President Sh. Mirziyoyev also noted that Uzbekistan is 
calculating on the implementation of large projects in the 
field of transport. energy, trade, investment and high 
technologies in Central Asia, rich in natural, industrial and 
human resources.2 

In this regard, "One Belt, One Road~ opens up the 
possibility for member countries to fully utilize their 
potential, expand comprehensive cooperation, stimulate 
trade and investment, and also provide the most favorable 

conditions for further development. In this context, the main priority in cooperation for 
Uzbekistan should be the development of conjuncture, industry, the active involvement of the 
country in the implementation of innovative projects in the region. 

The favorable geographical location of Uzbekistan makes it possible to become a hub for 
the intersection of strategically important transport and transit routes of cargo traffic between 
Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Uzbekistan is the shortest transit route for the transportation 
of goods from China to the countries of the Persian Gulf and Europe. So. the distance by road 
from Kashgar through Kyrgyzstan to Tashkent and further through Turkmenistan to Iran with 
access to the ports of the Persian Gulf (Bandar Abbas) is about 4325 km, and the journey time 
is 2-3 days. 

The quickest solution is the coordination and implementation of the strategic project for 
the construction of the UChina-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan Railway", which will enable the 
transportation of goods from China to the countries of Eastern Europe and the Middle East by 
the shortest route. According to the preliminary parameters of the project, the shortening of the 
route will be about 900 km, and the delivery time will be reduced by 7-8 days. 

The strategic importance of this project is indicated by the fact that the leaders of the SCO 
countries paid special attention to the early start of building the "China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
Railway~ at the Qingdao Shanghai Organization Summit in June 2018. In particular, the President 
of the Kyrgyz Republic S.Jeenbekov emphasized that "Kyrgyzstan is interested in the speedy 
launch of a railway construction project that will significantly increase the transit and export 
potential of the SCO countries.~ According to him, "China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan Railway will 
increase the export potential of the SCO countriesw. 

In this context, it should be noted that in March 2017, with the participation of Uzbekistan, 
railway and road bridges Turkmenabad-Farab across Amu Darya were opened, thanks to which 
the volume of freight traffic in this area has already increased 2.5 times. It gives chances for 
access to the transport route in the European direction "Baku-Tbllisi-Kars" using the 
opportunities of the new international trade ports on the coast of the Caspian Sea "Alat " 
(Azerbaijan) and "Turkmenbashl" (Turkmenistan). 

The important agreements on the formation of the Trans-Afghan transport corridor along 
the "Mazar-i-Sharif-Herat" route were reached during the visit of the President of Afghanistan A. 
Ghani to Uzbekistan in December 2017. It will ensure access to the seaports of Iran and Pakistan 
by the countries of Central Asia. According to the preliminary data, the launch of a new railway 
will contribute to an increase in IRA's foreign trade turnover by 50%. 

The implementation of these projects significantly increases the geo-economic 
attractiveness of Central Asia, as a link, an important transit and communication hub between 
the East and the West. New shortest paths will be opened for connecting the countries of the 
Asia-Pacific region. first of all China. on the one hand, and the states of Europe, the CIS and the 
Middle East, on the other hand. Of course, this will give a powerful impetus to the development 
of all countries of the Central Asian region, turning it into a major factor in strengthening long­
term stability and security in the SCO space, which is the ·core~ of the "OBORw initiative. 

' Speech of tho President ol the Rcpubhc ot Utbek!Stan 51\.M. Mir2iy0yev at the lntemallOl'lal FOl\Jm ·0no Sell. Ooo Road' In BciJing. May 14-15. 
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As a result, Central Asia will become the region at crossroads of trans·regional transport 
routes In Eurasia. 

International Conference •oaoR• 
On May 14, 2018, an international conference devoted to the joint implementation of the 

"One Belt, One Road" initiative was held with the participation of representatives of academia 
and the media of Uzbekistan and China. During the event, the sides exchanged views on the 
topical issues of b ilateral cooperation. promising areas of mutually beneficial partnership within 
the framework of "OBOR". In addition, the sides discussed issues of active involvement of 
representatives of the scientific and expert community to promote the project of China. 

Chinese experts confirmed that Beijing considers Uzbekistan to be a key partner In Central 
Asia and Intends to Increase close cooperation with it in all areas of mutual interest. The high 
level of political trust and mutual understanding, stable growth of economic cooperation between 
the two countries indicate the firm intention of Tashkent and Beijing to develop constructive 
relations in the long term. 

According to Ambassador of the People's Republic of China in the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Jiang Yan, in recent years, mutually beneficial cooperation between China and Uzbekistan has 
been developing dynamically and is reaching a qualitatively new level. Uzbekistan is an important 
node In the ancient Silk Road and one of the first countries to support the initiative and 
participate in It. In this regard, Beijing considers Tashkent to be one of the most important 
partners In the "OBOR" framework. 

In turn, Zhao Long, an expert at the Center for the Study of Russia and Central Asian 
countries of the Shanghai Academy of International Studies, noted that the strategic partnership 
of Uzbekistan and China creates favorable conditions for the implementation of the "One Belt, 
One Road" project. It is important for the further expansion of economic cooperation. creation of 
facilities for trade and investment. development of transport and communication infrastructure, 
strengthening cooperation in agriculture. tourism. education and culture.3 

"The Great Silk Road was an important tool not only for the development of trade, but also 
for the cultural convergence of regions," said Thomas Chan, director of the "One Belt, One Road" 
Research Institute at Chukhai College (Hong Kong). "Within the framework of the project we plan 
to strengthen cooperation with Uzbekistan in the fields of education and tourism." Against this 
background, the active interaction between Tashkent and Beijing within the framework of this 
initiative provides the parties with an opportunity to uncover the untapped potential for 
cooperation. In particular, at present, with the participation of Chinese companies, large joint 
projects are being implemented in Uzbekistan, such as the SIZ ~ ozhlzak", the gas pipeline 
"China-Uzbekistan". the railway tunnel "Angren-Pap'', etc. were built. Chinese companies like 
Huawei and ZTE are actively Involved in the field of information and communication technologies. 
Pensheng is actively involved in the production of building materials and high·tech products. 

An important place in bilateral relations is given to trade, economic and Investment 
interaction. It is gratifying to note that steady growth has been observed in bilateral trade. In 
2017, this figure reached 5 billion dollars, and the countries set a goal to increase trade turnover 
by 2020 to 10 billion dollars. In Uzbekistan more than 700 Chinese enterprises operate, and 
over the past years. Chinese investors have invested 7 .8 billion dollars in Uzbekistan's economy. 

During the conference. it was stated that Uzbekistan is ready to discuss specific proposals 
of the Chinese side on the implementation of the development of transport infrastructure. 
Specifically, the construction of the railway "China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan~ was of particular 
interest, the implementation of which will allow to complete the formation of a unified railway 
system throughout the republic, which will be the most important link in the China.Central Asia­
Europe international transit corridor. In this context, Chinese experts noted that due to its 
strategic location In the center of the region, with a politically stable climate and a dynamically 

• Speech of Zhao LOf1S. an eiq>en of the Cenler for the $1\Jdy of Russia and Central As1311 countries or the Shanghai Academy or lntemauonal 
Studies. a1 the 1n1crnauonat conferonoe ·uzbok.istan arid China: p1ospec1S ror 1hO jo4nt lmplOmenlatJOn of the ·0ne Bett. one Road. ln1tlll111re. 
May 14. 2018. Tashkent. 
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developing economy, Uzbekistan should become the transport and logistics center of Central 
Asia. In turn, the PRC is ready to act as a unifying bridge between Central and East Asia. 

Consonance development strategies of the two countries 
Today. Uzbekistan is implementing step by step its own Development Strategy for 2017 -

2021, and we notice the consonance of a whole range of its economic goals with the priorities 
of implementing the Chinese initiative to the "OBOR". 

During the conference, it was noted that the Chinese 
side highly appreciates the efforts of Uzbekistan to carry out 
reforms in all sectors of the national economy. From the 
point of view of the PRC experts, the -Action Strategy on Five 
Priority Directions of the Development of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan in 2017-2021", adopted by the Government of 
Uzbekistan. plays a special role in this process. 

Uzoekis1an Is one of !he most 
convenlenl counuies for doing 
business. According 10 111/s lndicalor, 11 
ranks 11th In tho world. Over the past 
15 months, conditions for 1n1emational 
trade have been slgniflcanl/y 1mprove<1. 
Cyrfl Muller. Vice-Presklen1 of !he Wortd 
Bank. 

According to the Chinese experts, the adoption of the "Action Strategy" was a "big strategic 
decision" by the Leadership of Uzbekistan. A similar plan exists in China, the priority areas of 
which identify key tasks such as "reducing poverty in the country and improving the economic 
well-being of the people." In this regard, Uzbekistan and China have common interests 
associated primarily with improving the lives of their people. The implementation of the plans 
specified in this Strategy will lead the country to a new, higher stage of development , through 
which Uzbekistan will be transformed into a developed, open and profitable partner, including 
for China. Yu Xinghue, Secretary of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, said: "We have 
great prospects for looking at the future of successful implementation of reforms in Uzbekistan. 
The ongoing positive changes are a clear example of this." 

We also noticed that the World Bank announced the ~Doing Business-2018" ranking. In 
terms of business liberalization, Uzbekistan ranked 14th among 190 countries and entered the 
top ten countries with the fastest development in the world. In this way, according to the data of 
2016, Uzbekistan took the 141st place, and in 2017 the 87th place. This indicates a very 
impressive dynamics over the past two years. p 4 

The discussions also noted that the new ~opennessp policy of Uzbekistan provides a 
chance for both countries to take advantage of mutual opportunities. Beijing has a huge 
technological potential that is not inferior to European counterparts. At the same time, Tashkent 
has serious potential opportunities, it is a high-quality, educated, relatively cheap labor and a 
favorable investment climate. 

The participants of the event noted that the implementation of the ~Action Strategy" wil l be 
a powerful impetus for the progressive development of not only Uzbekistan, but will also serve 
peace, stability and prosperity of the entire Central Asian region. The current course of the 
President further strengthens the count ry's position not only In Centra l Asia, but also in the 
international arena as a promising and reliable partner. This dynamic opens up broad 
opportunities for bringing Uzbek-Chinese relations to a qualitatively new level. 

The cumu lative investment in the framework of the "One belt. One Road~ is estimated at 
huge amounts: from 2 to 3.5 trillion dollars. Over the past five years, Chinese investment in the 
countries that joined the initiative amounted to about 60 billion dollars. In the coming years, 
Beijing plans to triple this amount, which opens up great prospects for all participants of the 
project. including Uzbekistan. 

According to the Chinese experts, the main task of MOBOR~ is to redirect the flow of exports 
of goods and capital to those countries which in recent years China began to actively develop 
trade and economic cooperation with, primarily in the countries of Central Asia. 

Uzbekistan remains interested in further strengthening and expanding multi-faceted 
economic cooperation with China, especially in the non-raw-materials and technological sectors. 
and attracting Chinese investment in priority manufacturing sectors of the economy. 

• Speeen ol lhO Party SOctotary of lhCl Shanghai Academy of SOclal Sciences Yu Xinghue a1 lhG 1n1crnauona1 oonteronco 'Uzbekistan and Cl'l1na: 
prospectS ror the join\ 1mp1ementation or the' Orie Belt. One Road· 1o1tia11Ve. May 14. 2018. Tasnkent. 
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For the Republic of Uzbekistan the further development of the Jizzakh special industrial 
zone created in 2013 and transformed in 2018 Syrdarya SIZ, in which Chinese investors were 
provided with favorable conditions and preferences. is particularly important. The cooperation 
within this free-industrial zone opens prerequisites for further deepening bilateral relations, gives 
dynamism to trade and economic relations between Uzbekistan and China. and also creates 
conditions for joint access to the markets of third countries. 

Today "Pen Sheng Industrial Park" is one of the successfully implemented projects in 
Uzbekistan with the direct participation of Chinese private business. 

Along with this, according to the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, four 
tree economic zones were created, "Urgut", "Gijduvan", "Kokand" and "Khazarasp", which 
provide tremendous opportunities for foreign investors, including Chinese business 
representatives. During the term of operation, special tax, customs and foreign exchange 
regimes are operated in the territories of FEZ's, it is also planned to create logistic centers and 
customs posts. 

With the growing demand for energy and consumer goods in China, it is in the strategic 
interest of both countries to attract investment in the creation of modern plants for the deep 
processing of mineral and agricultural resources, as well as the integrated use of the production 
and resource potential of Samarkand, Bukhara, Fergana and Khorezm regions. 

Furthermore, the use of the financial and investment potential of the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AllB) can be of great benefit to Uzbekistan. In particular, the priority directions 
of investment activities of the AllB are for projects in the field of energy resources, transport, 
rural infrastructure and logistics. 

On the whole, the measures taken by the Leadership of Uzbekistan do not only create 
favorable conditions for business development. for foreign investors, including China, but also 
open up new opportunities for the country to acquire a more significant role in regional 
processes, especially against the background of the growing strategic importance of Central Asia 
as a "hub" in Eurasia. The intensification of cooperation between Uzbekistan and China meets 
the strategic interests of both countries, who are seeking to diversify and expand their own 
economic opportunities. 
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RISING THE U.S.-UZBEKISTAN RELATIONSHIP TO THE NEXT LEVEL: 

' 

Annotation 

MIRZIYOYEV'S HISTORIC VISIT 

SanJar Valiev, 
Deputy Head of the Center, the Institute for Strategic and Regional 
Studies under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

The official visit of the President of the RepubliC of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirzfyoyev, to the United States of 
An1erica In May 2018 /las been characterized as hlscoric. Indeed, !he Uzbek leader's meeeings at the White House. 
Congress, \Vith key departments, major corporations and international financial institutions Indicate that this visit 
brought significant resu/!s. 

President Shavkat Mlrziyoyev's visit to Washington was historic, being the first official visit 
of an Uzbek president since 2002. Mirziyoyev's reception, and the breadth and width of 
agreements signed, constitute an acknowledgement of the reform process in Uzbekistan, as well 
as of the country's newfound regional role and in particular its constructive approach to resolving 
the problem of Afghanistan. Washington's engagement in these efforts will further improve the 
prospects of success in Uzbekistan's domestic reforms and regional initiatives. 

President Mirziyoyev received a warm welcome in Washington, being accompanied with 
the highest level of Diplomatic protocol and being accorded significant time by U.S. President 
Donald Trump. Following the negotiations conducted in Washington DC. the two Presidents 
issued a Joint Declaration, "The United States and Uzbekistan: Launching a New Era of Strategic 
Partnership.· A package of documents was signed during the visit, including protocols to enlarge 
bilateral trade relations and cooperation in higher education and academic research, agricultural 
industry and energy. A memorandum of understanding was signed to establish cooperation in 
Uzbekistan's bid to join the World Trade Organization (WTO) and to organize a Central Asian 
Trade Forum in 2018 in Tashkent. Another Memorandum was signed between Uzbekistan's 
National Bank of Foreign Economic Activity and the U.S. Export-Import Bank to finance 
cooperative projects. Corporations of the two countries signed more than 20 large contracts 
estimated to be worth $4.8 billion. In the sphere of security, the U.S. and Uzbekistan agreed on 
a five-year plan in defense and military affairs targeted at consolidation of peace and 
stabilization In the region. 

At the World Bank headquarters, World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim praised 
Uzbekistan's reform process, and loan of agreements for $940 million was signed, with the 
purpose of financing project in energy efficiency, horticulture, and emergency medical services. 
The total World Bank engagement up to 2020 includes 27 significant projects, with a total worth 
exceeding $4 billion. In addition, an agreement on consulting services was signed with 
International Financial Corporation (IFC), focused on improving public-private partnerships to 
attract private investors to Uzbekistan. 

IMPLICATIONS: The visit's significance stems only in part from the impressive array of 
agreements concluded. On a deeper level, it constitutes the U.S. acknowledgment of immense 
progress being done in Uzbekistan in the past two years; consolidates Uzbekistan's reputation 
as a country with a consistent and constructive foreign policy; and shows the value of 
Uzbekistan's approach to regional affairs. particularly Afghanistan. 

Since coming to power, the new Uzbek president has launched wide-scale reforms in 
almost all spheres of life, focused on Improving governance. raising the international status of 



the country, and providing a positive business and investment climate. This has added impetus 
to the heartening signs of positive political dynamics and a newfound drive for regional 
cooperation in Central Asia. Uzbekistan's far-reaching program to reform and modernize the 
state - what one American scholar called "Extreme Makeover: Central Asia Edition~ - is at the 
heart of this region-wide process. 

Even so, any internal reforms 
can be self-defeating in the event of 
serious external impediments. 
Therefore, a friendly relationship with 
all of the world's leading powers 
including Russia, China and the U.S. 
is crucial for Uzbekistan's prospects 
of success. Even though close ties 
with Moscow and Beijing are a given 
as a result of geographical proximity, 
Washington remains a global leader 
that Tashkent seeks to engage, and a 
natural ally to any country undergoing 
fundamental reforms. This explains 
the significance of the strong support 
the U.S. expressed for Mirziyoyev's 
reform program, of the U.S. 

recognition of Uzbekistan's increasingly important role as an economic leader, and of American 
assistance in achieving WTO membership. The implementation of the agreements signed in 
Washington will create a solid foundation for the development of new opportunities to improve 
Uzbek-American cooperation in trade, investment and economic activity. As the holder of 
significant advantages in innovation and high technology, the U.S. can play an important role in 
the modernization of the Uzbek economy, raising the country's human resources, and enhancing 
its scientific and technical potential. 

Similarly, the commercial contracts and agreements signed during the visit also send a 
clear signal to business circles in other countries regarding the long-term stability of the Uzbek 
market. The engagement of key U.S. corporation further increases the interest of business 
entities elsewhere in Uzbekistan's growing economy. 

Another important product of the visit was a recognition of Uzbekistan's improving 
international reputation as a country with consistent and constructive foreign policy. Uzbekistan 
has always stood out for the pragmatism and results-oriented nature of its foreign policy, based 
on Foreign Policy Concept that emphasizes respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity; non· 
interference in internal affairs; the peaceful settlement of disagreements: and a commitment to 
universally accepted international non11s and principles. On this basis, Uzbekistan is effectively 
establishing relations based on mutual respect across the globe and with leading international 
and regional organizations. In the meantime, Tashkent develops relations with all major powers, 
seeking to keep a balance between the interests of foreign powers. and to maintain a platform 
for constructive engagement In Central Asia. 

Thus. President Mlrziyoyev has established positive relations with a number of global 
leaders. In 2017, he visited Moscow, Beijing, Ankara and Seoul; at this point, Tashkent is turning 
its attention to European states, with forthcoming visits being planned. Tashkent's growing 
profile In the international organizations is worth mentioning. Mirziyoyev participated in the 
summit of the United Nations General Assembly, Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). and Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC}, 
bringing a new Mproactive· approach. 

In this regard, the United States is a crucial strategic partner for Uzbekistan, given its pivotal 
role in the international security. The main directions of the U.S.·Uzbekistan cooperation were 
reflected in the Declaration of Strategic Partnership and Cooperation signed on March 12, 2002, 
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and reinvigorated during Mirziyoyev's visit. Successful Uzbek-American cooperation can play a 
significant role in stabilizing the situation in Central and South Asia. 

In this connection, Tashkent's active regional policy in Central Asia and Afghanistan is of 
particular significance. Uzbekistan has renewed close contacts with all countries of Central Asia 
and Afghanistan, with a vision to transform the region into a zone of sustainable and stable 
growth and to generate trustful and good neighborly relations within this area. Indeed, as RUSI 
scholar Rafaello Pantucci has noted, there were more activities of a regional nature in 2017 than 
in the past two decades. Tashkent's decision to host a conference on Afghanistan and seek a 
major role in the reconstruction and development of Afghanistan generated novel opportunities. 
In addition, Tashkent is taking a greater interest in efforts to manage other regional problems, 
ranging from the Aral Sea to the rational use of water resources and transboundary rivers, and 
maintaining a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia. 

Mirziyoyev's visit is an indication that this proactive approach makes Uzbekistan an 
attractive partner for the United States, especially one that can play an important role in the 
international coalition's strategy to build peace in Afghanistan. 

Importantly, Beijing's reaction has been equally positive. Chinese experts support the view 
that cooperation between Uzbekistan and the United States on Afghanistan \viii contribute to the 
development of transit potentia l and further integration of the countries in the region. 

CONCLUSIONS: An important result of the Uzbek leader's official visit to the United States 
is Washington's support for Tashkent's initiatives concerning Afghanistan. If President 
Mirziyoyev's proposals are implemented, including mechanisms of consultations among the 
heads of Central Asian states, and the economic, social and cultural integration of Afghanistan 
into this region, this would undoubtedly facilitate efforts to overcome the Afghan crisis and create 
conditions for Central and South Asian development over time. 

Today, new leaders are in charge both in Uzbekistan and the U.S., and are taking a fresh 
attitude to world and regional affairs. This provides promising prospects for the further 
deepening of relations between the two sides, based on their common aspiration to maintain 
peace and stability, and to improve mutually beneficial and long term relationships. 

These mutual interests formed the agenda of highest level of Uzbek-American negotiations, 
whose success indicate a positive bilateral understanding. This inspires confidence that 
Washington and Tashkent will implement these agreements promptly and efficiently, benefiting 
both their own citizens and all states in the region. 
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COOPERATION OF UZBEKISTAN WITHIN THE CIS 

Aleksey Kustov, 
Chief research fellow, the Institute for Strategic and Regional Studies 

under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Annotation 
The artfcle considers topical Issues of impJementTng mull/lateral and bllateral relations of Uzbekis1an \Vith 

the CIS countries. The author sees the prospects for optimal cooperation in the context of Interaction provfded by 
well-established Institutional and legal mechanisms, accelerating innovation and lntegrotfon processes within the 
CIS, due to the com1non goals of the Commonwealth participants, Interests, fields of activity, mutual respec1 for the 
sovereignty of all member stares. 

Arising as a response to the historic challenge of 1991, the Commonwealth of Independent 
States has gone through the thorny path of translating its Intentions over the past 27 years, and 
today faces fundamentally different possibilities. The nature of the planned future of the CIS 
clearly shows that cooperation within the framework of the unification should acquire a new 
breath with more intensive dynamics. 

From the moment of the formation of the CIS, the Republic of Uzbekistan was among those 
states that advocated "'deepening economic integration, maintaining economic ties on a new 
basis~ without politicizing the integration process. without artificially forcing and putting pressure 
on each other. having developed their position: economic integration while maintaining political 
independence and state sovereignty. Thus, the policy of Uzbekistan is formed primarily under 
the influence of pragmatic considerations, and this makes it possible to obtain today the 
maximum possible benefit from the membership in the CIS. 

More recently, in the press. it was often possible to meet the externally inspired reasoning 
that "cooperation within the CIS gives absolutely nothing". and the organization "dies and the 
search for alternative ways of rapprochement is necessary". However, as the experience of the 
27-year existence of the association shows, the Commonwealth of Independent States is the 
most optimal form of the development of multilateral cooperation in the interests of those 
countries that It unites. The interaction ensured by well-established Institutional and legal 
mechanisms, as well as the common objectives, interests and fields of activity of the participants 
of the Commonwealth, while respecting the sovereignty of the participating States, make it 
possible to talk about the strategic prospects of the CIS. 

The authoritative expert circles adhere to the understanding that the CIS has stood the test 
of time and has confirmed its relevance as an important element in the system of regional and 
international relations in the post-Soviet space. The specificity of multilateral relations of the 
post.Soviet states on the CIS site lies in their multi-aspectuality, and the scale of the issues 
connected with them goes far beyond the framework of bilateral relations. 

At the same time. when it comes to the current state of relations of the CIS members and 
their immediate prospects in the XXI century, experts point out two circumstances: a deep 
historical connection that determines the existence of common interests, and a mutual interest 
in expanding the possibilities of good neighborly relations. It is no coincidence that at the meeting 
of CIS leaders on October 10-11. 2017, Sh. Mirziyoyev made it clear that a large role in the fate 
of the Commonwealth now and in the future belongs to the adaptation of the CIS mechanism to 
modern realities. taking into account the interests of all partners. 

Today Uzbekistan is actively involved in industry cooperation, implementation of projects 
in the trade and economic field, anti-terrorism activities, as well as in a fairly intensively 
functioning system of consultations at various levels. 
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The basis of multilateral and bilateral relations of Uzbekistan with the Commonwealth 
states are not only territorial proximity. deep historical roots, cultural and spiritual ties, common 
destinies of the peoples inhabiting them, but also mutual economic conjugacy of the CIS 
countries, which remain one of the most important economic partners of our state. They account 
for 40% of the total foreign trade of the republic. Since the beginning of 2018, the volume of 
trade between Uzbekistan and the Commonwealth states has increased by 70%. In this regard, 
the decision of our country to resume its participation in the CIS Economic Council and readiness 
to join the activities of a number of branch bodies of the organization contributes significantly to 
the effectiveness of its work. 

Meanwhile, it is important to note that Uzbekistan's interest in preserving and deepening 
economic ties, including at the regional level, is due not only to the historically established 
intertwining of the economies of the CIS countries, but also to fierce competition in the world 
market, dictating the need to protect the national producer. World practice shows that only under 
the condition of joint adaptation to geo-economic realities, coordinated participation in solving 
global economic problems, the CIS states will be able to provide an effective response to the 
challenges of globalization. 

Favorable prospects for mutual support and coordination of activities of the 
Commonwealth states in the economic sphere are due to the presence of the potentially 
capacious CIS market. This allows not only to preserve traditional economically sound production 
relations, but also to productively develop them. 

A free trade regime operates in the Commonwealth space, based on a system of bilateral 
trade agreements. At the same time, the early formation of a full-fledged free trade zone in the 
Commonwealth without any exceptions and limitations will allow not only to ensure fair 
competition in the national markets, but also expand economic cooperation within the 
framework of the CIS provisions. 

It seems that the achievement of th is task can be facilitated by the intensification of the 
format of cooperation in expanding the industrial cooperation of the participating states. First of 
all, it is the development of production-technological and investment ties. The mechanism of 
cooperation at the CIS site makes it possible to concentrate investment, technical, structural 
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and financial policies on the most important areas. Successful implementation of such 
cooperation would help increase production. expand markets, and would also be an effective 
mechanism for solving many social issues. 

To achieve these goals, in 2017 Uzbekistan launched an initiative on the need to develop 
an efficient transport system in the post-Soviet space. Taking into account the key role of the 
transport complex in the development of the economies of the CIS countries, it is necessary to 
conduct a coordinated transport and logistics policy, to develop a unified approach to the 
principles of development of interstate transit infrastructure. This will not only expand the 
conditions for the movement of goods, but also give additional impetus to the formation of a 
common economic space of the Commonwealth. 

In turn. the task of accelerating the development of innovative cooperation among the CIS 
countries, including through the development of common scientific and technical priorities, 
dictates the need for joint programs in the field of training highly qualified personnel. high-tech 
projects, and conductingjoint research. 

The CIS for Uzbekistan Is the most important institution for practical cooperation in priority 
areas, and the Commonwealth member countries are our natural partners, neighbors and 
friends. We are united by multifaceted cultural ties. Therefore, among the Important aspects are 
considered the prospects in the tourism sector. the potential of which is not yet fully involved. 
This necessitates the targeted implementation of the Strategy for the Development of 
Cooperation between the CIS Member States in the Field of Tourism and the development of a 
plan of concrete actions. 

In general. given the multifaceted nature of historical ties and common goals for all 
member countries, the intensification of cooperation within the framework of the Commonwealth 
is an absolute priority for Uzbekistan. So. speaking at a meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of 
State in Dushanbe in September 2018, President of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev noted that 
against the background of the dynamic changes taking place in the world, strengthening global 
challenges and threats, the CIS confirms its relevance, speaking an important platform for 
strengthening multidimensional cooperation. As Sh. Mirziyoyev stressed, over the past year 
Uzbekistan has joined more than 10 sectoral cooperation bodies in the fields of economy, 
energy, science and innovation, and the fight against crime. 

In the conditions when the prospective strategic goals set by the country do not naturally 
contradict the similar trends among our partners in the CIS, it is necessary to timely adjust the 
content of the long-term economic projects implemented at the site. 
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UZBEKISTAN - SOUTH KOREA: NEW LONG-TERM PROSPECTS OF 
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 

Annotation 

Dllfuza Turaeva 
Chief research fellow, 
the Institute tor Strategic and Regional Studies 
under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

The article reveals new long.term prospects for development of economic and strategic partnership between 
Uzbekistan and South Korea. The author analyzes the resulrs of the state vis/I of Presldenc Shavl<at Mlrzlyoyev to 
the Republic of Korea that cook place on November 22·25, 2017 In the context of Uzbek/scan President's active 
regional and International po/fries. 

The first state visit of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev to the 
Republic of Korea on November 22-25, 2017 became an important event in the history of 
bilateral relations, marking new areas of multifaceted Interaction and expanding the strategic 
partnership between the two countries1• 

According to the foreign analysts, the visit and negotiations between the two leaders 
contribute to a significant expansion of practical cooperation between South Korea and 
Uzbekistan. which is a key and friendly partner of the Republic of Korea in the Central Asian 
region. 

Korean editions emphasize that "President Sh. Mirziyoyev became the second foreign 
leader to visit South Korea after the election of Moon Jae-in as the president of the country. The 
first to visit Seoul was the US President Donald Trump~.2 Moreover, as noted by the experts of 
the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies, the heads of state have established personal ties 
characterized by mutual respect and trust This will give sustainability to the further deepening 
of the strategic partnership between the two countries3. 

Indeed, today, Uzbekistan and South Korea have accumulated considerable experience in 
political interaction, which has served as a solid basis for giving the multi-faceted Uzbek-Korean 
cooperation a long-term, strategic nature. This level of partnership is reflected in the mutual 
support of the parties in the framework of international organizations, proximity or similarity of 
the positions of Uzbekistan and South Korea on topical issues of regional and International 
security. In particular, as the initiator and party to the Treaty on the Establishment of a Nuclear­
Weapon-Free Zone In Central Asia, Tashkent firmly and consistently supports the non-nuclear 
status of the Korean Peninsula promoted by Seoul. 

Therefore, in Tashkent, as well as throughout the world , they welcomed the historic meet ing 
of the leaders of South and North Korea held in April 2018. 

In the message to President Moon Jae-in on the occasion of the successful inter-Korean 
summit, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev noted that the outcome of the past meeting of the leaders 
of the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea represented 
breakthroughs on the path to the stability, prosperity and unification of the Korean Peninsula4• 

• •Ulbekt$18n oresioen1 to make stale 'llSlt to Korea-•. ·Vl'ofkJAffairs Joumat.ora-. No<.-embef 17. 2017. 
hrtrr./ /www.WOttdalfalrspumal.Ofg/content/uzbek1>residen1·make-S1ate-Yisit-south-llorea. 
• •Uzbekistan pt(!Sjdent arrr.ocs tor suito vtSlt-. So\11.h Ko<ea onhne ed•llon ·The Korea Times•. NOYember 22. 2017. 
http;/ / ... ww.koreaumes.co.kr/www/nauon,12017/ll/120_239699.html 
1 -South Ko<e.a begins to ma5ter Central Asia•. Russian lnstJtute for St:rateS)c Studies. No\-ember 24. 2017. httP$:/ /ll5$.ru/smV4S67 4/ 
• ~~ from the President of tile Republic of Uzbellistan Shavkal Mirvyoyev to the President of lho Republic of Korea ~~ Jae-in 
on the oocast0n of tho suoccsslul holding of t/1e Inter-Korean summit ln Panmunjom. May 28 201B. http://www.1><css­
servlce.117/ru/l.sts,lview/ 1676. 



The fruitful results of this meeting were made possible by resolute and active efforts of South 
Korean leader Moon Jae-in to implement a peace-loving course aimed at improving relations 
between the Republic of Korea and the DPRK, ensuring global security and stability and 
strengthening confidence in the region . 

• • • 

The high level of political agreement between Tashkent and Seoul creates the most 
favorable conditions for further strengthening and expanding of economic cooperation. 
According to the international observers. the state visit of Sh. Mlrziyoyev to the Republic of Korea 
was a "breakthrough", taking into account the agreements reached in the economic and 
investment spheres by$ 8.9 billions. 

The policy of liberalization conducted in Uzbekistan today in the financial, monetary, trade, 
economic and investment spheres significantly increases the strategic attractiveness of the 
Uzbek market for South Korean companies. In our country, we are greatly interested ln further 
enhancing South Korea's participation in the implementation of joint investment, transport and 
communications and other projects. development of knowledge-intensive segments of the 
economy and increase of the export potential of Uzbekistan. 

Today, between the two countries, a whole series of joint strategically important large 
projects in various sectors of the economy have been successfully completed and are being 
implemented. These are automotive, transport infrastructure, the oil and gas sector, information 
and communication technologies. mining, and others. South Korea is one of the leading trade. 
economic and investment partners of Uzbekistan. Mutual trade in 2017 exceeded $ 1.3 billion, 
with an increase of 27%. The volume of attracted investments is $ 7 billion6. 

Uzbekistan's share in South Korea's trade with all countries of Central Asia is almost 50%. 
The experts from the Korean edition of "The Korea Times~ stress that more than 460 South 

Korean companies are operating in Uzbekistan. Korean investors take particular interest to such 

•Wtry South Korea has won the bllnle for Uitelllslan•. RUS$111n onhne edition -5putn1k•, NO\lemt>er 28 2017 . hnps;// ru.sputn1knews· 
uz.com;analytK:S/ 20171128,16932585/ UlbekisUln·koeey.l-CitYahtml 
• Nauonat tnfonnaoon Agency or UzbckiSl.an. •Uzbek.IStan - SOUlh Korea: new~ of sirategiC partnership. November 23 2017 r .• 
http//uia.ul/ru/pohlles/ulbelllstan-yvihnaya·koreya.flOll)')'-et&!>«noshenl)'-strategJdle-23·11·2017. 
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sectors as the services, construction of infrastructure and production facilities. healthcare7 • 

Therefore, during his stay in Seoul, the Uzbek leader firstly met with representatives of large 
companies and business circles of the two countries. According to Korean experts. new 
opportunities and great privileges granted to South Korean businessmen to work in Uzbekistan 
open up large-scale prospects for expanding the practical content of bilateral partnership8 . In 
this vein, the agreements reached on the participation of such Korean giants as Hyundai, 
Evergreen Holdings, Youngone Corporation and Hwachon Plant-Gemco in the Uzbek market will 
not only help to increase investment in Uzbekistan. rise its production potential. but also to 
Improve the business image of our country all over the world. 

The chairman of the Korean Chamber of Commerce and Industry Park Yong-man expressed 
his opinion on this at the above-mentioned Uzbek-Korean business forum: "the New northern 
economic policy of the Korean government will be a key factor in cooperation between the two 
countries"9. This initiative of President Moon Jae-in, aimed at the formation of mutually beneficial 
cooperation between South Korea and the northern countries of Asia . is very relevant and timely. 

The new strategy of South Korea will provide additional opportunities for the countries of 
Central Asia in developing bilateral cooperation with both the Republic of Korea and other project 
participants. According to the experts, the initiative can be an important practical component of 
the Forum "Central Asia - Republic of Korea". 

Korean observers believe that the Republic of Uzbekistan not only acts as a "strategic 
point~ of the Central Asian region, but also creates strong political ties between the countries of 
the region10. According to the experts, an active regional policy pursued by Sh. Mirziyoyev will 
give the Republic of Korea access to an even wider presence in the markets of Central Asia. 

In turn, Korean companies can play an important role in the integration of Central Asian 
countries into global trade chains. Uzbekistan with a huge economic potential and a population 
of more than 32 million people has a geographical advantage, offering South Korea the shortest 
way to access European markets11. 

Professor of the University of Hanyang Gu Ho Eom notes that the balanced foreign policy 
of Uzbekistan demonstrates the type of diplomacy that Korea has sought. The t\vo countries 
consider very important relations with powerful neighboring states. seek friendly partners with 
matching interests, and they are making efforts to expand base of support in the international 
arena12. 

An important role in the deepening of the Uzbek-Korean relations is played by the cultural 
and humanitarian factors. 29 Korean national cultural centers in Tashkent and in all the regions 
of the country carry out their fruitful activities, publications in the Korean language are published. 

•Uzbekistan president a~-es for state visit.. South Korea Otihne edltJOn ·The Korea nmes.. Novembef 22. 2017. 
hltp>//w-.koreawncs.co.krjv.._/ natJOn/2017/ U/120_2396.99.html 
• •South Korea. UzbekiStan vow 10 forge stratetpC paltnelShlp. South Korea news busmess ponal ·BUSiness Korea·. November 24, 2017. 
hl.lp://www.buslnC$$ko<ea .eo.kr/n~~articteV\ew.hunl'Mlcno-199lo9. 
• .south Koree. Ulbelustan vow 10 f0<ge strategic partnership, SOulh Korea news buslness portal .SU5'ness Korea,, November 24, 2017, 
hllP'-/ / WWW.bUSIMSSkOrC3.CO.kl/ newt(8rtiCICVtew. hlllll'Mxno• 19919. 
•o •lllbeklslan pr~ arrives lor state \l!Slt.. South Korea 0011ne ed•IJOO ·The K0<ea Times., No\1)01ber 22. 2017. 
http:// www.koreaumes.co.krjv.ww/ natlot1/2017 / 11/120_239699Jlunl 
11 .Uzbek President MirZl)'OyCY Lands 1n South Korea. Reaffrrmitlga Sttong Pannc1sh1p., .Jaoan onllne ed1tJOn •TM d•pk>m&t•, November 22. 
2017, htt?S://lhede>IOmat.conv2017 /11/uzbek·president-1111~nds-en-south korea..-eaffirmlng.wOf'll-partnershlp/ 
" Gu Ho Eom, profess0< of Hanyang Urwersny, report .strategy for de\'elol>ment and deepen•nc of suateeic partnership Repubbc: ol Korea -
Repubhc of Utbeltlstan• at the SC10n1ifoc conference on !Opie ·20 yeais of mutual c:ooc>eration between U1bl»t1S1an and South Korea• held by the 
Eml>aSS)' ol the Republic: of Korea. Korean Unf\'Crsdy lnlla and the ISRS under the president of the Rcpubhc: o4 UzbekJstan. Ta.shkent. Octobcf 
162012. 
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Currently, the two countries are actively developing cooperation in the field of education. 
In the capital, a branch of one of the leading South Korean universities lnha was opened. Korean 
is one of the most popular languages among the youth of Uzbekistan. It is studied in 28 
secondary schools and academic lyceums, as well as 12 universities of the country, including 
leading ones, such as Tashkent State Institute of Oriental Studies, University of World Economy 
and Diplomacy, Uzbek State University of World Languages, Samarkand State University. 

Today. more than 200 thousand citizens of Korean nationality live in our country. 
Uzbekistan ranks the 1st among the CIS states and the 4th in the world in terms of the number 
of the Korean community. From the first years of independence, the Koreans living in Uzbekistan 
make their full contribution to the development of our country, actively participate in all spheres 
of life of society and the state without exception. As Nam Gwan-pyo, deputy chief of the National 
Security Office of the Republic of Korea, emphasized, many Koreans living in Uzbekistan have 
achieved great success in this country, some of them have high positions, including ministers, 
legislators and public figuresu . 

According to the estimates of the professor of the University of Hanyang Gu Ho Eom, 
the people of Uzbekistan are very friendly to Korea, which creates great prospects for the 
development of the current strategic partnership to the level of an ally state14, 

On the whole, a high level of multidimensionaJ cooperation between the two countries, 
characterized by openness and mutual trust, clearly shows that the Republic of Uzbekistan and 
the Republic of Korea are long-term, reliable and time-tested strategic partners, the relations 
between which have become fully mature, systemic and mutually beneficial. The consistent and 
growing development of the economic component of the Uzbek-South Korean relations allows 
us to look with optimism at the effective implementation in the future of the rich potential of 
multi-faceted and comprehensive cooperation in the Interests of the two states. 

•UZbcklSUln ptCSldcnt 11111\es fot state 11is11· South Kotea on11ne ec11uon ·The K0<ca Times· NoYOmber 22. 2017. 
htlp:// .,.ww.lloreaumes.co.kr{vnwt/ nallOl\/2017/ 11/120_239699.html. 
ac Gu Ho Eom, profesSO< of H;inyeng urwersny, report .Strategy for ci-lopment and deepen inc of str8teeic pannershrp Reput>bc of K0<ea -
Repubhc of Utbeltlstan• at the SC10n1ific conference on topic ·20 yeais of mutual c:ooc>eration between U1bl»t1S1an and South Koreil• held by the 
Emt>aSSy ol lhe Republic of Korea. KOlcan Unf\'CtSlly lnlla and the ISRS under the piesldent ot tho Repubhc o4 UzbekJstan, Ta.shkent. Octot>C!f 
162012. 
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Annotation 

ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION: 
NEW INITIATIVES - NEW DYNAMICS 

Dilorom Mamatkulova, 
leading research fellow, 
the Institute for Strategic 
and Regional Studies under 
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

The article analyzes the incenslncation of cooperation between Uzbekistan and che Organization of Islamic 
cooperacion (OIC). The author gives her insights into the Initiatives declared by the President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan Sil. Mlrziyoyev a1 the First O/C Summit on Scfence and Technology. As well as this, she researches long­
term prospects and provides her own forecasts on Uzbekistan's Tnteraction with OIC member states in such fields 
as economy, science, technology and culture. 

The relevance of a dialogue among cultures and civilizations has been increasing because 
of globalization. The OIC has significant impacts on strengthening tolerance, culture of mutual 
respect and harmony not only in the Islamic world, but also among the representatives of 
different religions and nations. 

As a member of the OIC, Uzbekistan pays 
special attention to enhancement of cooperation with 
OIC structures in all key issues of mutual interest. 
During 2016-2017- Uzbekistan officially run the 
functions of the chairman of Council of Foreign 
Ministers of the OIC. This not only demonstrated the 
role of our state in the Islamic world and international 
arena. but also strengthened the image of Uzbekistan 
as an active, responsible performer of the 
international law, who conducts the peaceful, 
reasonable and balanced foreign policy and made an 
important contribution to solving current vital 
problems and challenges. 

On 18-19 October 2016 the 43rd session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
•Education and enlightenment - the path to peace and creation• took place in Tashkent. As a 
result, the Ministers signed Tashkent Declaration which calls the OIC member states to intensify 
joint efforts in ensuring the unity of the Muslim community, maintaining peace and security. 
During the session, Sh.Mlrziyoyev announced Initiatives to establish Imam Al Bukhari 
International Research Center in Samarkand and a special department of the Islamic 
Educat ional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) under the Tashkent Islamic University, 
which received full support from all participants of the session. 

At the first OIC Summit on Science & Technology on •Science, technology, innovation and 
modernization in the Islamic world•, held in September 2017 in Astana. the President 
Sh.Mirziyoyev gave speech on new initiatives related to cooperation in the development of the 
•smart agriculture• concept. Nowadays one of the most urgent global problems is a challenge 
related to supporting the growing world population with affordable, natural and high-quality food. 

FAO anticipates that in coming 30 years more than 70% of food will be needed to feed the 
world population. Reducing the amount of fertile land, climate change, the high cost of energy 
will seriously impede the production of sufficient food. 
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In such conditions. the concept of •smart agriculture• will increase productivity and reduce 
costs. Development and Implementation of the concept will contribute to advances in agriculture 
of the OIC members. It will help to integrate different areas of science in order to solve specific 
problems and to reduce the cost of the labor and resources by most mechanized processes. As 
well as. the concept will significantly increase the agricultural productivity and production 
efficiency of the OIC members. 

Secondly, one of the six high-performance computer centers (HPCC) of the OIC Standing 
Committee for Cooperation in the fields of science and technology will be installed in Uzbekistan. 
In today's world , supercomputers are vital In solving problems by analyzing extensive data In a 
short period because conventional computers consume a lot of time or unable to do it at all. 

Uzbekistan has relevant research institutions, specialized universities. as well as sufficient 
technical base, technological capabil ities and human resources for the effective development of 
the HPCC. In this regard, the creation and development of the HPCC is needed for many areas of 
life. This will provide new opportunities for conducting research, meeting users' needs for 
increasing the speed to process data of high-tech medicine, energy and agro-industrial 
development. 

Thirdly, the cooperation for science development and 
project implementation in the field of «green energy• was 
offered. Most OIC members such as Azerbaijan. Algeria, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Qatar, the UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey have made attempts to introduce non-traditional 
energy sources into their development programs. 
Particularly, the UAE has been implementing a project worth 
about $ 4 billion. which considers the largest solar power 

Ac1vantoges of •smart agn'culture•: 
water saving; 

• reducing 1he need for fertlllzers, 
pesticides and energy; 
• reduction or negative environmental 
impacts of agriculture; 

lmprovemen1 of product quality, Its 
nul/lents and taste. 

plant construction in the world. According to Dubai's plans. the share of solar energy in the 
Emirate's electricity generation should reach 25% by 2020 and 75% by 2050. 

Central Asia's climate and geographical conditions provide an opportunity for an extensive 
use of alternative energy sources. The Central Asian Republics in addition to hydropower 
potential, own a very high potential of solar energy. In order to use it effectively, in 2013 
Uzbekistan established an International Solar Energy Institute (ISEI). which develops and designs 
technologies for the solar energy generation and transmission. 

Last year Uzbekistan adopted a •Program of measures for further development of 
renewable energy, improving energy efficiency in economic and social spheres for 2017-2021•. 
considering implementation of 810 projects which worth $ 5.3 billion. 

Undoubtedly, the development of alternative energy in Uzbekistan and other OIC member 
states will contribute not only to preserve natural energy resources. but also to solve social 
issues. 

Fourthly, an International Islamic Center for Young Scientists was suggested to create. In 
the medieval times such outstanding scientists as Imam al Bukhari, Al Hakim At-Tennizi (also 
known as Muhammad ibn Isa at-Tlrmidhi), Burhanuddin Marginanl (Burhan al-Din al-Marghinani) 
made a huge contribution to the development of Islamic civilization. Bukhara occupied a central 
place in the development and spread of the Islamic religion in Central Asia. Moreover. various 
currents of Sufism such as yassaviya, kubraviya and nakshbandiya were formed and developed 
in the region. In the beginning of 2018 at the Ninth Conference of the Ministers of Culture of OIC 
Member States Bukhara was acknowledged as the capital of Islamic culture for 2020. This fact 
reaffirms a crucial role of Bukhara and its scientists in the development of Islamic civilization. 

To restore and study the religious and spiritual heritage of our great scholars. the President 
of Uzbekistan signed a decree •On measures to further improve the system of preservation, 
research and promotion of ancient manuscripts• in May of 2017. The document aimed at 
increasing the status of the Institute of Oriental studies named after Abu Rayhan Beruni of the 
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Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan and its 
manuscript fund, which consists of more than 25.6 
thousand manuscript volumes. The Foundation is 
recognized as one of the world's richest repositories of 
Oriental manuscripts and is included in the UNESCO world 
cultural heritage list. A collection of •Treasury of Oriental 
manuscripts• has been published in three languages 
related to the fund. 

Uzbekistan creates conditions and opportunities for 
young scientists not only of our country, but also for foreign scholars in order to conduct in-depth 
research on Islamic studies, which will help to make a true interpretation of the Islam and 
improve the effectiveness of countering radicalism, extremism and terrorism. 

In particular. the Center of Islamic civilization within the complex of Hazrati Imam is being 
built, a motto of which is •Education is the antidote to ignorance•. The center will consist of an 
academy, a library, an archive and a manuscript fund. All of them will be replenished with ancient 
manuscripts stored in the country and abroad (lithographic books, historical documents, 
antiquities relatlng to scientific and religious schools founded by scholars and religlous 
spokesmen who were born in the territory of modern Uzbekistan) as well as research works about 
Islam religion. This center should be our face in the sphere of propaganda of true Islam. 

Fifthly, holding in Uzbekistan international 
Olympiad of young mathematicians, dedicated to the 
memory of mediaeval Uzbek greatest mathematician Al­
Khwarizmi (783-850). It is known that Khorezmi was 
originally from Khiva (current city of Khorezm province). 
His works, especially a brief book on the calculus •Kitab 
al-Jabr wal-Muqabala•. were of great importance in the 
development of mathematics. Currently, the youth of 
Uzbekistan shows excellent results at the international 
competitions in mathematics. In particular, last year in 
Bulgaria Ubay Yakhyaev a 11-year-old prodigy from Uzbekistan was awarded a gold medal of the 
international Olympiad •Mathematics without borders - 2017 •. 

On 28-30 October 2018, in accordance with the decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan dated August 26. 2018, the first international math Olympiad dedicated 
to the memory of Al-Khorezm took place in Urgench. About 230 students from 56 universities of 
more than 20 countries attended it. As a result, Beijing University (China) took the first place in 
the team competition in terms of the number of medals won, the second place was occupied by 
the national University of Uzbekistan, at the third rank was Tartu University (Estonia). 
Representatives of 30 world universities received medals of various degrees. 

The next second international math Olympiad dedicated to the memory of Al-Khwarizmi will 
be held in the third week of October of 2020. Undoubtedly, the organization of such events wil l 
enhance the potential of the youth and the state image not only of our country but also of other 
OIC member states. 

Additionally, Sh.Mirz.iyoyev proposed to arrange integrated cooperation of science and 
education and industry, to establish a special OIC award for scientific advances in the Islamic 
world as well as to host the next OIC summit on science and technology for 2020 in Uzbekistan. 

To implement Sh.Mirziyoyev's initiatives, announced at the First OIC summit on science 
and technology, the delegation of ore Ministerial Standing Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH), headed by the General coordinator of the Standing 
Committee Sh.Khan paid a visit to Uzbekistan in March of 2018. During the visit a •Road map• 
on cooperation between Uzbekistan and COMSTEC for the period 2018·2020 was signed. The 
•Road map• implies cooperation on 1) installation of a super-modern telescope in Samarkand; 
preservation, cataloguing and studying manuscripts stored in Uzbekistan; 2) development of 
joint scientific and innovative projects on alternative energy sources and information 
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technologies; organization of the international Olympiad among 
young mathematicians of the OIC member States, dedicated to 
the popularization of the rich heritage of al-Khorezm, of the joint 
international scientific conference on environmental problems of 
the Aral sea as well as on the scientific heritage of the Uzbek 
statesman and outstanding astronomer M.Ulugbek: 3) organizing 
the 2nd OIC summit on science and technology for 2020 in 
Uzbekistan and many other. There is no doubt that negotiations 

will give an additional impetus to strengthen the partnership between Uzbekistan and the OIC 
participants in the areas of mutual interest 

Overall, the initiatives made by the President of Uzbekistan bring new dynamics to OIC 
activities, increasing the role and authority of the organization in the international arena. 
Uzbekistan remains as a firm supporter of strengthening interethnic and interreligious peace 
and harmony. the humanistic ideals, tolerance, and enlightened Islam. These enduring values 
are crucial in the international cooperation development of Uzbekistan as a country. which 
historically was at the crossroads of world civil.izations and became the Eastern Renaissance 
cradle. 
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
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Development of international cooperation is 
one of the priorities of the Institute for 
Strategic and Regional studies under the 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

In 2017 -2018, foreign partners of the 
ISRS reached a qualitatively new level which 
is characterized by an increased 
development. One of the key areas of the 
international activities of the ISRS is the 
research interaction with the leading "think 
tanks" and analytical structures research 
institutions of foreign countries. 

The cooperation between ISRS and 
foreign partners is steadily increasing. The 
Institute has established and maintains 
stable relations with a number of 
international organizations, foundations. 
leading foreign research and analytical 
centers; maintains regular contacts with 
representatives of official, governmental and 
diplomatic circles of foreign states. 

- -
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-
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International contacts are actively used in 
organizing and conducting scientific and 
practical conferences, seminars and round 
tables with the participation of leading 
experts of the expert-analytical and 
academic communities. 

In 2017 -2018, representatives of the 
ISRS took part in more than 60 international 
events organized jointly with partner centers 
and institutions both at home and abroad. 

The practical result of the successful 
development of International contacts of the 
Institute is the establishment and expansion 
of cooperation based on Agreements and 
Memorandums. including a number of 
promising areas of bilateral cooperation of 
mutual interest. In particular, more than 150 
negotiations were held. 24 memorandums 
of cooperation with foreign "think tanksw 
were signed. 



Since 20 17 the IS RS has been regularly conducting talk with the head or foreign diplomatic 
missions, foreign government delegations, heads and experts of leading research centers fron1 
more than 35 countries, including Australia, Afghanistan. great Britain, Hungary, Israel, India, 
Indone ia. Iran. China. the Republic of Korea. Oman, Paki tan. Russia. the USA. Turkey, Greece. 
Fronce. Japan. Malay ia. Sv.1it£crland. Germany. Central A1>ian States etc .. also it has been 
organi1ing a ignificant nun1bcr of n1ecli ngs \Vi th representati ves of international organization 
and associations. such ru the OSCE. the U . the EU. WHO, IMF, WB. the UN ESCO. ATO. 
OJC. etc. 

In particular, since 2017 the Institute has 
organized meetings with: L. Bristow the 
Director of the Office for Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia; the heads of research groups 
on Eastern Europe, Afghanistan, South and 
Central Asia, the Foreign Office of the UK; 
Head of the Department of European policy 
of the British defense Departments. low; K. 
Matsumoto the Adviser to the Secretariat for 
the National Security Council of Japan; 
R. Pantucci, M. Chalmers experts of the Royal 
College of Defense Studies; S. Yusuf the 
Deputy Head of the Department for Turks 
Abroad and Related Communities under the 
Government of Turkey; N. Brule the Head of 
the Swiss Foreign Ministry; a delegation of 
the U.S. Senate Committee and I.Berman, 

8) 

J.Herbst, B.Todda experts from American 
Mthink tanks": the Heads and experts of 
Mthink tanks" of China Yu Xinhua, T. Chan, Xu 
Jian, Jiang Feng, Wang Lingwen; the heads 
of "think tanks" of Germany M. Oornfeldt 
and W. Albacom; the heads of the 
Foundations Ebert and Adenauer 
Foundation in Uzbekistan, Kiefer and T. 
Kunze; representatives of the UN, OSCE, 
world Bank, EU, THIKA P. Draganov, H. 
Fraser, L. Zannier, J.McGregor, A. by Aninim, 
S. Slavova, E.Stiprais, A.l.Caglar; 
ambassadors of Australia, Britain, Germany, 
Greece. India, Italy, Korea , China, Oman, 
Pakistan. Russia, USA, Turkey, etc. 



In 2017-2018, the representatives of the ISRS participated in the work of more than 60 
international conferences, seminars, •round tables~ and briefings in Tashkent. Astana. Almaty, 
Berlin, Brussels, Islamabad, London. Moscow, Beijing. Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
Vienna, Kuala Lumpur. Washington. Budapest, Istanbul, Bishkek, Tehran, Dushanbe with the 
participation of heads of foreign diplomatic missions, representatives of ministries and 
departments. parliaments. business circles. leading experts of foreign countries and 
international organizations (more than 1,500 thousand people). 

Thirteenth international conference on cooperation 
between Central Asia and the Shanghai cooperation 
organjzation (September 11-13, 2017. Shanghai, 
People's Republic of China). The organizer is the 
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. 

International conference "Central Asia: one past 
and a common future. cooperation for sustainable 
development and mutual prospericy- (10-11 
November 2017, Samarkand, Republic of 
Uzbekistan). The organizer is the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Round table ~Uzbekistan in the process of 
transformation. Reform policy: expectations and 
prospects" (23 November 2017, Berlin. Federal 
Republic of Germany). Organizer - Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation. 

The Seminar on "National security Policy · view from 
Pakistan• (18 December 2017. Islamabad, Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan). The organizer is the Center for 
Global and Strategic Studies. 



The International seminar "Formation of a peaceful and prosperous Northern economic 
community" (18-21 March 2018, Seoul, South Korea). 

The organizers are the Committee on Northern economic cooperation under the President of 
the Republic of Korea. the Korean Institute of international economic policy, the Ministry of 
strategy and Finance, the Ministry of trade, industry and energy, the Ministry of unification of the 
Republic of Korea and the Korean international trade Association. 

SCO think tanks forum (24-25 April 2018, Beijing, People's Republic of China). 
Organizer: Office of the Councilors of the State Council of the PRC 
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Thirty-second Asia-Pacific regional 
round table on the theme "Division: 
people, technology, power and 
security" (8 May 2018, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia). 

The organizer is the Institute for 
Strategic and International Studies. 

The fourth international 
conference on modern public 
administration on "Governance in the 
information age• (14-15 may 2018, 
Hangzhou. People's Republic of 
China). 

The organizer is The Chinese 
Academy of Modern International 
Relations 

International conference on the 
role of youth in preventing and 
countering violent extremism and 
radicalization leading to terrorism (11-
12 June 2018, Tashkent - Samarkand, 
Republic of Uzbekistan). 

The organizers are the Organization 
for security and Cooperation in 
Europe, the Senate of the Oliy Majlis of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan. 



OUR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 

ISRS collaborates and develops cooperation with a number of international organizations, 
foundations, leading foreign research and analytical institutions: 

• Shanghai Academy of international 
studies 

• Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences 

• Shanghai International Studies 
University 

• Institute of Central Asian studies at 
the University of Shengxi 

• China Institutes of Contemporary 
International Relat ions 

• One belt, one road research Institute 
of Chu Hai College (Hong Kong) 

• Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic 
Studies under the President of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan (KISI) 

• Institute of World Economics and 
Politics (IWEP) at the Foundation of the First 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

• National Institute for Strategic 
Studies of the Kyrgyz Republic (NISS KR) 

• Centre of Strategic Researches under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 

• Institute of Strategy and Sustainable 
Development of the Ministry of Finance and 
Economy of Turkmenistan 

• Russian Institute for Strategic 
Studies 

• Institute of Oriental Studies of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences 

• Prlmakov Institute of World Economy 
and International Relations 

• Center for International Studies of 
the Belaruslan State University 

• The Center for Strategic Studies 
under the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan (SAM) 

• Center for strategic studies of the 
Ministry of foreign Affairs of Afghanistan 

• Indian Institute for Defence Studies 
and Analyses 

• Indian Institute of military research 
• Vivekananda International 

Foundation (India) 
• Institute of Policy Studies (Pakistan) 
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• Center for Global & Strategic Studies, 
Islamabad 

• Royal United Services Institute (UK) 
• European Union Institute tor Security 

Studies (France) 
• France Institute for International and 

Strategic Relations 
• Corvinus Center for Central Asia 

Research (Hungary) 
• Friedrich Ebert and Konrad Adenauer 

Foundations (Germany) 
• Berlin-based European Institute for 

Caucasian and Caspian Studies 
• Institute of European, Russian and 

Eurasian Studies (Canada) 
• Centre for European, Russian, and 

Eurasian Studies (CERES) (Canada} 
• George C. Marshall Center - European 

Center for Security Studies 
• Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS) (USA) 
• Near East and South Asia For 

Strategic Studies (USA) 
• Central Asia caucasus Institute -

American Foreign Policy Council 
• Elliott School of International Affairs I 

The George Washington University 
• Center for Strategic Research of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Turkey (SAM) 

• Marmara Group Strategic and Social 
Research Foundation (Turkey) 

• Institute of St rategic and 
International Studies (ISIS) (Malaysia) 

• Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute 
(ASLI) (Malasia) 

• S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (Singapoore) 

• Institute of Foreign Affairs and 
National Security (IFANS) under The Korean 
MFA 

• lnsitute of Political Studies in Asia-
Pasific (Korea) 

• Jeju Peace Institute (Korea) 



~I? • 
MOU Signing Ceremony between JPI and ISRS 

Within the framework of effective work on further expansion of International relations through 
consistent building of a systematic dialogue with leading foreign expert and policy-forming 

circles of the IMI, bilateral Memorandums and Agreements on mutual understanding 
and cooperation with leading "think tanks' of foreign countries have been signed: 

• Shanghai International Studies 
University 

• China Institutes of Contemporary 
International Relations 

• Chu Hai College of Higher Education 
• Institute of World Economy and 

Politics under the Fund of the First President 
of Kazakhstan 

• National Institute for Strategic 
Studies of the Kyrgyz Republic (NISS KR) 

• Centre of Strategic Researches under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 

• Institute of Strategy and Sustainable 
Development of the Ministry of Finance and 
Economy of Turkmenistan 

• Russian Institute for Strategic 
Studies 

• Prlmakov Institute of World Economy 
and International Relations 

• Vivekananda International 
Foundation (India) 

• Center for Global & Strategic Studies. 
Islamabad 

• Royal United Services Institute (UK) 

• Center for Strategic Research of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Turkey (SAM) 

• Marmara Group Strategic and Social 
Research Foundation (Turkey) 

• Corvinus Center for Central Asia 
Research (Hungary) 

• Centre for European, Russian, and 
Eurasian Studies (CERES) (Canada) 

• Jej u Peace Institute (Korea) 
• Institute of Foreign Affairs and 

National Security (IFANS) under The Korean 
MFA 

• Friedrich Ebert and Konrad Adenauer 
Foundations (Germany) 

• Berlin-based European Institute tor 
Caucasian and Caspian Studies 

• Central Asia Caucasus Institute · 
American Foreign Policy Council 

• Elliott School of International Affairs I 
The George Washington University 

• Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies (ISIS) (Malaysia) 



' 

Workshop on "Topical Issues of countering violent extremism and terrorism: 
the experience of Uzbekistan and the uK· 

(7 March 2017, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan) 

I .. , ,,.., •• .. 

The twelfth Meeting of the expert Forum Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(11·12 May 2017, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan) 

-

Uzbek-Chinese bilateral round table 
·one belt, one road: New opportunities for Uzbekistan• 

(23 June 2017, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan) 

- ~~-="'!I 
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Round table on •Priority directions of domestic and foreign policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan In the 
framework of implementation of the Strategy of action in 2017 -2021. • 

(27 September 2017, Jeju city, Republic of Korea) 

89 



International conference 
•uzbeklstan~Kazakhstan: 25 years of establishment of diplomatic relations" 

(31October2017, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan) 

Uzbek-Hong Kong Bilateral workshop on 
"Current development of Uzbekistan" 

(10 January 2018, Hong Kong. Hong Kong) 

Round table "Uzbekistan-USA: current state and prospects of bilateral relatlons" 
(26 February 2018, Boston, United States of America) 

Round table "Cooperation between the Republic of 
Uzbekistan and the European Union: a vision into the future" 

(14 March 2018, Tashkent. Republic of Uzbekistan) 
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International conference •Actual problems of security of the Central Asian region and 
strategies for their solution-approaches of Russia and Uzbekistan• 

(3 April 2018, Moscow, Russian Federation) 

International conference ·uzbekistan and China: prospects for joint implementation of the 
initiative ·one belt. one road"• 

(14 May 2018, Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan) 

Round table on the adoption of the UN General Assembly resolution 
•strengthening regional and international cooperation to ensure peace, stability and 

sustainable development in the Central Asian region• 
(12 July 2018 Tashkent. Republic of Uzbekistan) 
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